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1 
LOVE THAT PASSETH KNOWLEDGE 

To know the love of  Christ, which  passeth knowl-
edge. Ephesian s 3:1 9 

If I  could onl y mak e me n an d wome n understan d 
the rea l meanin g o f th e word s o f th e apostl e Joh n 
—"God i s love"—I woul d tak e tha t singl e text , an d 
go u p an d dow n th e worl d proclaimin g thi s glori -
ous truth . I f you ca n convince a  man tha t yo u lov e 
him, yo u hav e wo n hi s heart . I f w e reall y mak e 
people believe that God loves them, how we shoul d 
find the m crowdin g int o th e kingdo m o f heaven ! 
The troubl e i s tha t peopl e thin k Go d hate s them ; 
and s o the y ar e al l th e tim e runnin g awa y fro m 
Him. 

A Text Burned In 

We buil t a  churc h i n Chicag o som e year s ag o 
and wer e very anxious t o teach th e peopl e th e lov e 
of God . W e though t i f w e could no t preac h i t int o 
their heart s w e woul d tr y t o bur n i t in ; s o w e pu t 
right ove r th e pulpi t i n gas jets thes e words—"Go d 
is Love. " A ma n goin g alon g th e street s on e nigh t 
glanced throug h th e door and sa w the text . He wa s 
a poo r prodigal . A s h e passe d o n h e though t t o 

9 



10 THE WAY  TO GOD 

himself: "God  L· love!" No! He  does  not love  me; for I 
am a poor, miserable sinner. 

He trie d t o get ri d o f th e text , bu t i t seemed t o 
stand ou t righ t befor e hi m i n letter s o f fire . H e 
went o n a  littl e farther , the n turne d round , wen t 
back, an d entere d th e meeting . H e di d no t hea r 
the sermon , bu t th e word s o f tha t shor t tex t ha d 
gotten deepl y lodge d i n hi s heart , an d tha t wa s 
enough. I t i s of littl e accoun t wha t me n sa y i f th e 
Word o f Go d onl y get s a n entranc e int o th e sin -
ner's heart . H e staye d afte r th e firs t meetin g wa s 
over; an d I  found hi m ther e weeping like a child . 

As I  unfolded th e Scriptures an d tol d hi m ho w 
God ha d love d hi m al l th e time , althoug h h e ha d 
wandered s o far away , and ho w Go d wa s waiting t o 
receive him and forgive him , the light of the gospe l 
broke into his mind, an d h e went awa y rejoicing . 

There i s nothing i n thi s world tha t peopl e priz e 
so muc h a s the y d o love . Sho w m e a  perso n wh o 
has no on e t o care fo r o r lov e him , and I  wil l sho w 
you one of the most wretched being s on the face o f 
the earth. Why do peopl e commit suicide? Very of -
ten i t is because thi s thought steal s in upon them — 
that n o on e love s them; an d the y woul d rathe r di e 
than live . 

I kno w o f n o trut h i n th e whol e Bibl e tha t 
ought t o com e hom e t o u s wit h suc h powe r an d 
tenderness a s tha t o f th e lov e of God ; an d ther e i s 
no truth i n the Bible that Satan would so much lik e 
to blo t out . Fo r mor e tha n si x thousan d year s h e 
has been tryin g to persuade men tha t God does no t 
love them . H e succeede d i n makin g ou r firs t par -
ents believe thi s lie , and h e too often succeed s wit h 
their children . 
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When Does Go d Love Us? 

The ide a tha t Go d does no t love us often come s 
from fals e teaching . Mother s mak e a  mistak e i n 
teaching children tha t God does not love them whe n 
they d o wrong ; bu t onl y when the y do right . Tha t 
is no t taugh t i n Scripture . Yo u d o no t teac h you r 
children tha t whe n the y d o wron g yo u hat e them . 
Their wrongdoin g doe s no t chang e you r lov e t o 
hate; i f i t did, yo u woul d chang e you r lov e a  grea t 
many times . Becaus e you r chil d i s fretful , o r ha s 
committed som e ac t o f disobedience , yo u d o no t 
cast hi m ou t a s thoug h h e di d no t belon g t o you ! 
No! He i s still your child , and yo u lov e him. And i f 
men hav e gon e astra y fro m Go d i t does no t follo w 
that H e hate s them. I t i s the sin tha t H e hates . 

I believ e th e reaso n wh y a  grea t man y peopl e 
think Go d doe s no t lov e the m i s because the y ar e 
measuring Go d b y their ow n smal l rule , from thei r 
own standpoint . W e love men a s long as we consid -
er the m worth y o f our love ; when the y ar e not , w e 
cast the m off . I t i s not s o with God . Ther e i s a vas t 
difference betwee n huma n lov e and divin e love . 

The Dimensions o f God's Love 

In Ephesian s 3:18 , we ar e tol d o f th e breadth , 
and length , an d depth , an d heigh t o f God' s love . 
Many o f u s thin k w e kno w somethin g o f God' s 
love, bu t centurie s henc e w e shal l admi t w e hav e 
never foun d ou t muc h abou t it . Columbu s discov -
ered America ; bu t wha t did h e kno w abou t it s grea t 
lakes, rivers , forests , an d th e Mississipp i Valley ? 
He died withou t knowing much abou t what he ha d 
discovered. 
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So, man y o f u s hav e discovere d somethin g o f 
the love of God , but ther e ar e heights , depths , an d 
lengths o f i t w e d o no t know . Tha t lov e i s a  grea t 
ocean, an d w e requir e t o plung e int o i t before w e 
really kno w anythin g o f it . I t i s sai d o f a  Roma n 
Catholic archbisho p o f Pari s tha t whe n h e wa s 
thrown int o priso n an d condemne d t o b e shot , a 
little whil e befor e h e wa s le d ou t t o di e h e sa w a 
window in his cell in the shape of a cross. Upon th e 
top o f th e cros s h e wrot e "height, " a t th e botto m 
"depth," an d a t th e en d o f eac h ar m "length. " H e 
had experience d th e trut h conveye d i n the hymn : 

When I survey the wondrous cross, 
On which the Prince of Glory died. 

When w e wis h t o kno w th e lov e o f God , w e 
should g o to Calvary . Can w e look upon tha t scen e 
and sa y God di d no t lov e us ? Tha t cros s speak s o f 
the lov e of God . Greate r love never ha s been taugh t 
than tha t whic h th e cros s teaches . Wha t prompte d 
God t o giv e u p Christ?—wha t prompte d Chris t t o 
die?—if i t wer e no t love ? "Greate r lov e hat h n o 
man tha n this , that a  ma n la y down hi s lif e fo r hi s 
friends." Chris t lai d down Hi s life fo r Hi s enemies ; 
Christ laid down Hi s life for Hi s murderers; Chris t 
laid dow n Hi s lif e fo r the m tha t hate d Him ; an d 
the spiri t o f th e cross , th e spiri t o f Calvary , i s love. 
When the y wer e mockin g Hi m an d deridin g Him , 
what di d H e say ? "Father , forgiv e them , fo r the y 
know no t wha t the y do. " That i s love . H e di d no t 
call down fir e fro m heave n t o consume them ; ther e 
was nothing bu t lov e in Hi s heart . 
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The Love of God Is Unchangeabl e 

If yo u stud y th e Bibl e yo u wil l find  tha t th e 
love of God i s unchangeable. Many who loved you a t 
one tim e hav e perhap s grow n col d i n thei r affec -
tions an d turne d awa y fro m you ; i t ma y b e tha t 
their lov e i s change d t o hatred . I t i s no t s o wit h 
God. I t i s recorde d o f Jesus Christ , just whe n H e 
was abou t t o b e parte d fro m Hi s disciple s an d le d 
away t o Calvary , tha t "havin g love d hi s own whic h 
were i n th e world , h e love d the m unt o th e end " 
(John 13:1) . H e kne w tha t on e o f Hi s disciple s 
would betra y Him ; ye t H e love d Judas . H e kne w 
that anothe r discipl e woul d den y Him , an d swea r 
that h e neve r kne w Him ; an d ye t H e love d Peter . 
It wa s th e lov e whic h Chris t ha d fo r Pete r whic h 
broke hi s heart , an d brough t hi m bac k i n peni -
tence t o the fee t o f hi s Lord. Fo r thre e year s Jesus 
had bee n wit h th e disciple s tryin g t o teac h the m 
His love, not only by His life and words , but by Hi s 
work. And, on th e night o f His betrayal, He take s a 
basin o f water, gird s Himsel f wit h a  towel, and tak -
ing th e plac e o f a  servant , washe s thei r feet . H e 
wanted t o convince the m o f Hi s unchanging love . 

There i s n o portio n o f Scriptur e I  rea d s o of -
ten a s Joh n 14 , an d ther e i s non e tha t i s mor e 
sweet t o me . I  neve r tir e o f readin g it . Hea r wha t 
our Lor d says , a s H e pour s ou t Hi s hear t t o Hi s 
disciples: "A t tha t da y y e shal l kno w tha t I  a m i n 
my Father , an d y e i n me , an d I  i n you . H e tha t 
hath m y commandments , an d keepet h them , h e i t 
is that lovet h me : an d he  that loveth  me shall be loved 
of my Father"  (14:20-21 ; emphasi s added) . Thin k 
of th e grea t Go d wh o create d heave n an d eart h 
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loving you and me ! "If a  man love me, he wil l kee p 
my words: and m y Father wil l love him, and we will 
come unt o him , an d mak e ou r abod e wit h him " (v . 
23). 

Would t o God tha t ou r pun y mind s could gras p 
this great truth tha t the Fathe r an d th e So n so love 
us tha t the y desir e t o come an d abid e wit h us . No t 
to tarr y fo r a  night , bu t t o com e an d abide  in ou r 
hearts! 

We have anothe r passag e mor e wonderfu l stil l 
in John 17:23 . " I i n them , an d tho u i n me , tha t 
they ma y b e mad e perfec t i n one ; an d tha t th e 
world ma y kno w tha t tho u has t sen t me , an d hast 
laved them, as thou hast loved me" (emphasi s added) . 
That i s on e o f th e mos t remarkabl e saying s tha t 
ever fel l fro m th e lip s o f Jesus Christ . Ther e i s n o 
reason wh y th e Fathe r shoul d no t lov e Him . H e 
was obedien t unt o death ; H e neve r transgresse d 
the Father' s law , or turne d asid e fro m th e pat h o f 
perfect obedienc e b y on e hair' s breadth . I t i s ver y 
different wit h us , and yet , notwithstandin g al l ou r 
rebellion an d foolishness , H e say s tha t i f w e ar e 
trusting i n Christ , th e Fathe r love s u s a s H e love s 
the Son . Marvelou s love ! Wonderfu l love ! Tha t 
God ca n possibl y lov e u s a s H e love s Hi s ow n So n 
seems to o goo d t o be true . Ye t that i s the teachin g 
of Jesus Christ . 

It i s har d t o mak e a  sinne r believ e i n thi s un -
changeable lov e o f God . Whe n a  ma n ha s wan -
dered awa y fro m God , h e think s tha t Go d hate s 
him. W e mus t mak e a  distinctio n betwee n si n an d 
the sinner . Go d love s th e sinner , bu t H e hate s th e 
sin. H e hate s sin , becaus e i t mars huma n life . I t i s 
just because God loves the sinner that H e hates sin . 
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God's Love I s Unfailin g 

God's love is not only unchangeable, but unfail-
ing. I n Isaia h 49:15—1 6 w e read : "Ca n a  woma n 
forget he r suckin g child , tha t sh e shoul d no t hav e 
compassion o n the son of her womb? yea, they ma y 
forget, ye t will  I  no t forge t thee . Behold , I  hav e 
graven the e upon th e palms of my hands; thy wall s 
are continually befor e me. " 

Now the stronges t human lov e that we know of 
is a mother's love . Many thing s wil l separate a  ma n 
from hi s wife . A  fathe r ma y tur n hi s bac k o n hi s 
child; brother s an d sister s ma y becom e inveterat e 
enemies; husband s ma y deser t thei r wives ; wives , 
their husbands . Bu t a  mother ' s lov e endure s 
through all . I n goo d repute , i n ba d repute , i n th e 
face o f th e world' s condemnation , a  mothe r love s 
on an d hope s tha t he r chil d may turn fro m hi s evil 
ways and repent . Sh e remembers th e infan t smiles , 
the merry laugh o f childhood, the promise of youth ; 
and sh e can neve r b e brought t o think hi m unwor -
thy. Deat h canno t quenc h a  mother' s love ; i t i s 
stronger tha n death . 

You have seen a  mother watching over her sic k 
child. Ho w willingl y sh e woul d tak e th e diseas e 
into he r ow n bod y i f sh e coul d thu s reliev e he r 
child! Wee k afte r wee k sh e wil l kee p watch . Sh e 
will let no one els e take care of that sick child . 

"This Is My Boy; I Love Him Still" 

A frien d o f mine , som e tim e ago , wa s visitin g 
in a  beautifu l hom e wher e h e me t a  numbe r o f 
friends. Afte r the y ha d al l gon e away , havin g lef t 
something behind, h e went back to get it . There h e 
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found th e lad y of th e house , a  wealthy lady , sittin g 
behind a  poo r fello w wh o looke d lik e a  tramp . H e 
was he r ow n son . Lik e th e prodigal , h e ha d wan -
dered fa r away , ye t th e mothe r said : "Thi s i s m y 
boy; I  lov e hi m still. " Take a  mothe r wit h nin e o r 
ten children , i f on e goe s astray , sh e seem s t o lov e 
that on e mor e tha n an y o f the rest . 

A leadin g ministe r i n th e stat e o f Ne w Yor k 
once tol d m e o f a  fathe r wh o was a  ver y bad char -
acter. Th e mothe r di d al l sh e coul d t o preven t th e 
contamination o f th e boy ; bu t th e influenc e o f th e 
father wa s stronger , an d h e le d hi s so n int o al l 
kinds o f si n unti l th e la d becam e on e o f th e wors t 
of criminals . H e committe d murde r an d wa s pu t 
on trial . All through th e trial , the widowe d mothe r 
(for the father ha d died ) sa t in the court . Whe n th e 
witnesses testifie d agains t th e boy , i t seeme d t o 
hurt th e mothe r muc h mor e tha n th e son . Whe n 
he wa s foun d guilt y an d sentence d t o die , every -
one else , feeling th e justice o f th e verdict , seeme d 
satisfied a t th e result . Bu t th e mother' s lov e neve r 
faltered. Sh e begge d fo r a  reprieve , bu t tha t wa s 
denied. Afte r th e execution sh e craved fo r th e body , 
and thi s als o wa s refused . Accordin g t o custom , i t 
was buried i n th e priso n yard . A  littl e whil e after -
ward th e mothe r hersel f died , bu t befor e sh e wa s 
taken awa y sh e expresse d a  desir e t o b e burie d b y 
the sid e of he r boy . She wa s no t ashame d o f bein g 
known a s the mothe r o f a murderer . 

The stor y is told of a young woman i n Scotlan d 
who lef t he r hom e an d becam e a n outcas t i n Glas -
gow. He r mothe r sough t he r fa r an d wide , bu t i n 
vain. A t last , sh e cause d he r daughter' s pictur e t o 
be hun g u p o n th e wall s o f th e Midnigh t Missio n 
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rooms, wher e abandone d wome n resorted . Man y 
gave th e pictur e a  passing glance . On e lingere d b y 
the picture . I t wa s th e sam e dea r fac e tha t looke d 
down upo n he r i n he r childhood . Sh e ha d no t for -
gotten o r cas t of f he r sinnin g child , o r he r pictur e 
would neve r hav e been hun g upo n Aos e walls . Th e 
lips seemed t o open , an d whisper : "Com e home ! 1 
forgive you , and lov e you still. " 

The poo r gir l san k dow n overwhelme d wit h 
her feelings . Sh e wa s th e prodiga l daughter . Th e 
sight o f he r mother' s fac e ha d broke n he r heart . 
She becam e trul y peniten t fo r he r sins , and wit h a 
heart ful l o f sorro w an d shame , returne d t o he r 
forsaken home ; an d mothe r an d daughte r wer e 
once mor e united . 

The Love of God 
Surpasses a  Mother's Lov e 

But le t m e tel l yo u tha t n o mother' s lov e i s t o 
be compared wit h the love of God; i t does not mea -
sure th e heigh t o r th e dept h o f God' s love . N o 
mother i n thi s worl d eve r love d he r chil d a s Go d 
loves you an d me . Think o f the love that Go d mus t 
have ha d whe n H e gav e Hi s So n t o di e fo r th e 
world! I  use d t o thin k a  goo d dea l mor e o f Chris t 
than I  di d o f th e Father . Someho w o r othe r I  ha d 
the ide a tha t Go d wa s a  ster n judge , tha t Chris t 
came betwee n m e an d Go d an d appease d th e an -
ger o f God . Bu t afte r I  becam e a  father , an d fo r 
years ha d a n onl y son , a s I  looke d a t m y bo y I 
thought o f the Fathe r givin g Hi s So n t o die, and i t 
seemed t o m e a s i f i t require d mor e lov e fo r th e 
Father t o give His Son than fo r th e So n t o die . 
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Oh, th e lov e tha t Go d mus t hav e ha d fo r th e 
world whe n H e gav e Hi s Son t o die fo r it ! "God s o 
loved th e world , tha t h e gav e hi s onl y begotte n 
Son, tha t whosoeve r believet h i n hi m shoul d no t 
perish, but hav e everlasting life" (John 3:16) . I  hav e 
never bee n abl e t o preac h fro m tha t text . I  hav e 
often though t I  would , bu t i t i s so hig h tha t I  ca n 
never clim b t o its height ; I  have just quote d i t an d 
passed on . Wh o ca n fatho m th e dept h o f thos e 
words: "Go d s o love d th e world" ? W e ca n neve r 
scale the height s o f Hi s love , or fatho m it s depths . 
Paul praye d tha t h e migh t kno w th e height , th e 
depth, th e length , an d th e breadt h o f th e lov e o f 
God; bu t i t wa s pas t hi s findin g out . I t "passet h 
knowledge" (Ephesians 3:19) . 

The Cross of Christ and the Love of God 

Nothing speak s t o u s o f th e lov e o f Go d lik e 
the cros s o f Christ . Com e wit h m e t o Calvary , an d 
look upo n th e So n o f Go d a s H e hang s there . Ca n 
you hea r tha t piercin g cr y fro m Hi s dyin g lips : 
"Father, forgiv e them ; fo r the y kno w no t wha t the y 
do!" an d sa y tha t H e doe s no t lov e you ? "Greate r 
love hat h n o ma n tha n this , tha t a  ma n la y dow n 
his lif e fo r hi s friends " (Joh n 15:13) . Bu t Jesu s 
Christ lai d down Hi s life fo r Hi s enemies . 

Another though t i s this : H e love d u s lon g be -
fore w e eve r though t o f Him . Th e ide a tha t H e 
does no t lov e us until w e first lov e Him i s not t o b e 
found i n Scripture . I n 1  John 4:1 0 i t i s written : 
"Herein i s love, not tha t we loved God , bu t tha t h e 
loved us, and sen t his Son to be the propitiation fo r 
our sins. " H e love d u s befor e w e eve r though t o f 
loving Him . Yo u love d you r childre n befor e the y 
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knew anythin g abou t you r love . An d so , lon g be -
fore w e eve r though t o f God , w e wer e i n Hi s 
thoughts. 

What brough t th e prodiga l home ? I t wa s th e 
thought tha t hi s fathe r love d him . Suppos e th e 
news ha d reache d hi m tha t h e wa s a  castoff , an d 
that hi s father di d no t care fo r hi m anymore , woul d 
he have gone back? Never! But the thought dawne d 
upon hi m tha t hi s father love d hi m still ; so he ros e 
up an d wen t back , to hi s home . Dea r reader , th e 
love o f th e Fathe r ough t t o brin g u s bac k t o Him . 
It was Adam's calamity an d si n tha t reveale d God' s 
love. Whe n Ada m fell , Go d cam e dow n an d deal t 
in merc y wit h him . I f anyon e i s los t i t wil l no t b e 
because Go d doe s no t lov e him ; i t wil l b e becaus e 
he ha s resisted th e lov e of God . 

Heaven's Attractio n 

What wil l mak e heave n attractive ? I s i t th e 
pearly gate s or th e golden streets ? No . Heaven wil l 
be attractiv e becaus e ther e w e shal l behol d Hi m 
who love d u s s o much a s to give Hi s only begotte n 
Son t o di e fo r us . Wha t make s hom e attractive ? I s 
it th e beautifu l furnitur e an d statel y rooms ? No ; 
some home s wit h al l thes e ar e lik e white d sepul -
chers. 

In Brookly n a  mothe r wa s dying ; an d i t wa s 
necessary t o tak e he r chil d fro m her , becaus e th e 
little chil d coul d no t understan d th e natur e o f th e 
sickness and disturbed he r mother . Ever y night th e 
child sobbed hersel f t o sleep in a  neighbor's house , 
because sh e wanted t o go back to her mother's ; bu t 
the mothe r gre w worse , an d the y coul d no t tak e 
the chil d home . A t las t th e mothe r died ; an d afte r 
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her deat h the y though t i t bes t no t t o le t th e chil d 
see her dea d mothe r i n he r coffin . Afte r th e buria l 
the child ran int o one room crying , "Mama! Mama! " 
and then int o another crying, "Mama! Mama!" an d 
so went ove r th e whol e house ; an d whe n th e littl e 
creature faile d t o find  tha t love d one , sh e crie d t o 
be take n bac k t o th e neighbors . S o wha t make s 
heaven attractiv e i s th e though t tha t w e shal l se e 
Christ who ha s loved us and give n Himsel f fo r us . 

If yo u as k m e wh y Go d shoul d lov e us , I  can -
not tell . I  suppos e i t i s because H e i s a tru e father . 
It is His nature to love; just as it is the nature o f th e 
sun t o shine . H e want s yo u t o shar e i n tha t love . 
Do no t le t unbelie f kee p yo u awa y fro m Him . D o 
not thin k that , becaus e yo u ar e a  sinner , Go d doe s 
not love you, or care for you . He does ! He wants t o 
save you an d bles s you . 

"When w e wer e ye t withou t strength , i n du e 
time Chris t die d fo r th e ungodly " (Roman s 5:6) . I s 
that no t enoug h t o convinc e yo u tha t H e love s 
you? He would no t have died for yo u i f He had ho t 
loved you. I s your hear t s o hard tha t you can brac e 
yourself agains t Hi s love, and spurn an d despise it? 
You can do it ; but i t will be at your peril . 

I can imagin e som e sayin g to themselves: "Yes, 
we believ e tha t Go d love s us , i f w e lov e Him ; w e 
believe tha t Go d love s th e pur e an d th e holy. " Le t 
me say , m y friends , no t onl y doe s Go d lov e th e 
pure an d th e holy ; H e als o loves the ungodly . "Go d 
commendeth hi s lov e towar d us , i n that , whil e w e 
were ye t sinners , Christ die d fo r us " (Romans 5:8) . 
God sen t Hi m t o di e fo r th e sin s o f th e whol e 
world. I f yo u belon g t o th e world , the n yo u hav e 
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part an d lo t i n thi s lov e tha t ha s been exhibite d i n 
the cros s of Christ . 

The Kidnapping o f Charlie Bos s 

There i s a verse in Revelation (1:5 ) that I  thin k 
a grea t dea l of—"Unt o hi m tha t love d us , an d 
washed us. " I t migh t b e though t tha t Go d woul d 
first was h us , an d the n lov e us ; bu t no , H e firs t 
loved us . Years ago th e whole countr y wa s intensel y 
excited abou t Charli e Ross , a  chil d fou r year s old , 
who wa s stolen . Tw o me n i n a  gi g aske d hi m an d 
an olde r brothe r i f they wante d som e candy . The n 
they drov e awa y with th e younge r boy , leaving th e 
older one . Fo r man y year s a  search ha s been mad e 
in every state and territory . Me n hav e bee n ove r t o 
Great Britain , France , an d Germany , an d hav e 
hunted i n vai n fo r th e child . Th e mothe r stil l live s 
in the hope tha t she will see her long-los t Charlie . I 
never remembe r th e whol e countr y t o hav e bee n 
so much agitate d abou t an y even t unles s i t was th e 
assassination o f Presiden t Garfield . 

Well, suppose th e mothe r o f Charli e Ros s were 
in som e meeting ; an d tha t whil e th e preache r wa s 
speaking, she happened t o look down amongs t th e 
audience an d se e he r long-los t son . Suppos e tha t 
he wa s poor , dirt y an d ragged , shoeles s an d coat -
less. What would sh e do? Would sh e wait till he was 
washed an d decentl y clothe d befor e sh e woul d ac -
knowledge him ? No , sh e woul d ge t of f th e plat -
form a t once, rush towar d hi m an d take him i n he r 
arms! After tha t she would cleans e and cloth e him . 

So it is with God. H e loved us and washed us . I 
can imagin e on e saying , "I f Go d love s me , wh y 
does H e no t mak e m e good? " God want s son s an d 
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daughters i n heaven ; H e doe s no t wan t machine s 
or slaves . He coul d brea k ou r stubbor n hearts , bu t 
He want s t o dra w u s towar d Himsel f b y th e cord s 
of love. 

He wants you to si t down with Hi m a t the mar -
riage suppe r o f th e Lamb ; t o was h yo u an d mak e 
you white r tha n snow . H e want s yo u t o wal k wit h 
Him th e crysta l pavement o f yonder blissfu l world . 
He want s t o adop t yo u int o Hi s family , an d t o 
make yo u a  so n o r a  daughter o f heaven . Wil l yo u 
trample Hi s love under you r feet ? O r wil l you, thi s 
hour, giv e yourself t o Him ? 

A Mother's Touch 

When ou r terribl e Civi l Wa r wa s goin g on , a 
mother receive d th e new s tha t he r bo y ha d bee n 
wounded i n th e Battl e o f th e Wilderness . She too k 
the first  train , an d starte d fo r he r boy , althoug h 
the order had gone forth fro m th e war departmen t 
that n o mor e wome n shoul d b e admitte d withi n 
the lines . But a  mother's lov e knows nothing abou t 
orders, and sh e managed b y tears and entreatie s t o 
get through th e lines to the Wilderness . At las t sh e 
found th e hospita l wher e he r bo y was . The n sh e 
went t o th e doctor , an d sh e said : "Wil l yo u le t m e 
go to the ward and nurs e m y boy?" 

The docto r said : " I hav e just go t you r bo y t o 
sleep. H e i s in a  very critica l state , and I  am afrai d 
if you wak e him u p th e excitemen t wil l be s o grea t 
that i t wil l carr y hi m off . Yo u ha d bette r wai t a 
while, and remai n withou t unti l I  tel l him tha t yo u 
have come , an d brea k th e new s graduall y t o him. " 
The mothe r looke d int o the doctor' s fac e an d said : 
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"Doctor, suppos e m y bo y doe s no t wak e up , an d I 
should neve r see him alive! Let me go and si t down 
by his side; I  won't spea k t o him. " 

"If yo u wil l no t spea k t o him , yo u ma y d o so, " 
said th e doctor . 

She crept to the cot and looke d into the fac e o f 
her boy . How sh e ha d longe d t o look a t him ! Ho w 
her eye s seeme d t o b e feastin g a s sh e gaze d upo n 
his countenance ! Whe n sh e go t nea r enough , sh e 
could no t kee p he r hand s off ; sh e laid tha t tender , 
loving hand upo n hi s brow. The momen t th e han d 
touched th e forehea d o f he r boy , he , withou t open -
ing hi s eyes , crie d out : "Mother , yo u hav e come! " 
He kne w th e touc h o f tha t lovin g hand . There wa s 
love and sympath y i n it . 

The Tenderness o f Jesu s 

Ah, sinner, i f you fee l th e loving touch o f Jesus 
you wil l recogniz e it—i t i s s o ful l o f tenderness ! 
The worl d ma y trea t yo u unkindly , bu t Chris t neve r 
will. Yo u wil l neve r hav e a  bette r Frien d i n thi s 
world. What you need i s to come today to Him. Le t 
His lovin g ar m b e underneat h you ; le t Hi s lovin g 
hand b e abou t you ; an d H e wil l hol d yo u wit h 
mighty power . H e wil l keep yo u an d fil l tha t hear t 
of yours with Hi s tenderness an d love . 

I can imagine some of you saying , "How shal l I 
go t o Him? " Why , just a s yo u woul d g o t o you r 
mother. Hav e you done your mothe r a  great injur y 
and a  grea t wrong ? I f so , yo u g o t o he r an d yo u 
say: "Mother , I  wan t yo u t o forgiv e me. " Trea t 
Christ i n th e sam e way . G o t o Hi m toda y an d tel l 
Him tha t yo u hav e no t love d Him , tha t yo u hav e 
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not treate d Hi m right ; confes s you r sins , an d se e 
how quickly H e wil l bless you . 

A Pardon from Abraham Lincol n 

I a m reminde d o f anothe r incident—tha t o f a 
boy wh o ha d bee n trie d b y court-martia l an d or -
dered t o b e shot . Th e heart s o f th e fathe r an d 
mother were broken when the y hear d th e news . I n 
that hom e wa s a littl e girl . She ha d rea d th e lif e o f 
Abraham Lincoln , an d sh e said : "Now , if Abraha m 
Lincoln kne w ho w m y fathe r an d mothe r love d 
their boy , h e woul d no t le t m y brothe r b e shot. " 
She wanted he r father t o go to Washington t o plea d 
for hi s boy . Bu t th e fathe r said : "No , ther e i s n o 
use; th e la w mus t tak e it s course . The y hav e re -
fused t o pardo n on e o r tw o wh o hav e bee n sen -
tenced b y that court-martial , and a n orde r ha s gon e 
forth tha t th e presiden t i s no t goin g t o interfer e 
again. If a man has been sentenced by court-martial , 
he mus t suffe r th e consequences. " 

That fathe r an d mothe r ha d no t fait h t o be -
lieve that thei r boy might b e pardoned. Bu t th e lit -
tle girl was strong in hope . 

She go t o n th e trai n awa y u p i n Vermon t an d 
started of f t o Washington . Whe n sh e reache d th e 
White House , the soldier s refused t o let her in , bu t 
she tol d he r pitifu l story , an d the y allowe d he r t o 
pass. When sh e go t t o th e secretary' s room , wher e 
the president' s privat e secretar y was , he refuse d t o 
allow her to enter the privat e office o f the president . 
But th e littl e gir l told he r story , and i t touched th e 
heart o f the privat e secretary ; s o he passe d he r in . 

As she went into Abraham Lincoln' s room, ther e 
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were Unite d State s senators , generals , governors , 
and leadin g politicians , wh o wer e ther e abou t im -
portant busines s abou t th e war ; bu t th e presiden t 
happened t o see the chil d standin g a t hi s door. H e 
wanted t o kno w wha t sh e wanted , an d sh e wen t 
right t o hi m an d tol d th e stor y i n he r ow n lan -
guage. He wa s a father, an d th e grea t tear s trickle d 
down Abraha m Lincoln' s cheeks . H e wrot e a  dis -
patch an d sen t i t to th e army t o have tha t bo y sen t 
to Washington a t once. When h e arrived, th e presi -
dent pardone d him , gave him thirty days furlough , 
and sen t hi m hom e wit h th e littl e gir l t o chee r th e 
hearts o f the fathe r an d mother . 

Do you wan t t o kno w ho w t o g o t o Christ ? G o 
just a s tha t littl e gir l wen t t o Abraha m Lincoln . I t 
may b e possibl e tha t yo u hav e a  dar k stor y t o tell . 
Tell i t all out; kee p nothin g back . I f Abraham Lin -
coln ha d compassio n o n tha t littl e girl , hear d he r 
petition an d answere d it , d o yo u thin k th e Lor d 
Jesus wil l not hear your prayers? D o you think tha t 
Abraham Lincoln , o r an y ma n tha t eve r live d o n 
earth, ha d a s much compassio n a s Christ ? No ! H e 
will be touched whe n n o one else will; He wil l have 
mercy whe n n o on e els e will ; H e wil l hav e pit y 
when n o on e els e will . I f yo u wil l g o right t o Him , 
confessing you r si n an d you r need , H e wil l sav e 
you. 

A Prisoner's Releas e 

A fe w year s ag o a  ma n lef t Englan d an d wen t 
to America . H e wa s a n Englishman ; bu t h e wa s 
naturalized, an d s o becam e a n America n citizen . 
After a  fe w year s h e fel t restles s an d dissatisfie d 
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and wen t t o Cuba . Afte r h e ha d bee n i n Cub a a 
little while , civi l wa r brok e ou t there . I t wa s i n 
1867, an d thi s ma n wa s arreste d b y th e Spanis h 
government a s a spy . He wa s tried b y court-martial , 
found guilty , an d ordere d t o b e shot . Th e whol e 
trial wa s conducte d i n th e Spanis h language , an d 
the poo r ma n di d no t kno w what wa s going on . 

When the y tol d hi m th e verdict , tha t h e wa s 
found guilt y an d ha d bee n condemne d t o be shot , 
he sen t t o th e America n consu l an d th e Englis h 
consul, and lai d the whol e case before them , prov -
ing hi s innocenc e an d claimin g protection . The y 
examined th e cas e and foun d tha t thi s ma n who m 
the Spanish officer s ha d condemne d t o be shot was 
perfectly innocent . The y wen t t o the Spanis h gen -
eral an d said , "Thi s ma n who m yo u hav e con -
demned t o deat h i s a n innocen t man ; h e i s no t 
guilty." But the Spanish genera l said , "He has bee n 
tried by our law; he has been found guilty ; he mus t 
die." There wa s no cable , and thes e me n coul d no t 
consult with thei r governments . 

The mornin g cam e o n whic h th e ma n wa s t o 
be executed. H e was brought ou t sitting on hi s cof-
fin i n a  car t an d draw n t o th e plac e wher e h e wa s 
to b e executed . A  grav e wa s dug . The y too k th e 
coffin ou t o f th e cart , place d th e youn g ma n upo n 
it, too k th e blac k cap , an d pulle d i t down ove r hi s 
face. Th e soldier s awaite d th e orde r t o fire . Bu t 
just the n th e America n an d Englis h consul s rod e 
up. Th e Englis h consu l spran g ou t o f th e carriag e 
and too k th e unio n jack , th e Britis h flag,  an d 
wrapped i t aroun d th e man , an d th e America n 
consul wrappe d aroun d hi m th e star-spangle d ban -
ner, an d the n turnin g t o th e Spanis h officer s the y 
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said, "Fir e upo n thes e flags , i f you dare. " They di d 
not dar e t o fir e upo n th e flags . Ther e wer e tw o 
great government s behin d thos e flags . Tha t wa s 
the secre t of it . 

"He brough t m e t o the banqueting house , an d 
his banne r ove r m e wa s love . .  .  . His lef t han d i s 
under m y head , an d hi s righ t han d dot h embrac e 
me" (Son g o f Solomo n 2:4 , 6) . Thank Go d w e ca n 
come unde r th e banne r toda y i f we will . Any poo r 
sinner can come under tha t banner today . His ban -
ner o f lov e i s over us . Blessed gospel ; blessed , pre -
cious news ! Believ e i t today , receiv e i t int o you r 
heart, an d ente r int o a  ne w life . Le t th e lov e o f 
God b e she d abroa d i n you r hear t b y th e Hol y 
Ghost today . I t wil l driv e awa y darkness ; i t wil l 
drive away gloom. I t wil l drive away sin , and peac e 
and joy shal l be yours . 




