
TO THE WORK! T O THE WORK!" 

C H A P T E E L 

TAKE Y E AWAY TH E STONE 

In th e gospe l b y Joh n w e rea d tha t a t th e tom b o f 
Lazarus cu r Lor d sai d t o Hi s disciples , "  Ta&e ye away 
the stone. " Befor e th e ac t o f raisin g Lazaru s coul d 
be performed , th e disciples had thei r part to do. Chris t 
could hav e remove d th e stcii e wit h a  word . I t woul d 
have bee n ver y eas y fo r Hi m t o hav e commande d i t t o 
roll away , an d i t woul d hav e obeye d Hi s voice , a s th e 
dead Lazaru s di d whe n H e calle d hi m bac k t o life . 
But th e Lor d woul d hav e Hi s childre n lear n thi s les -
aon: tha t the y hav e somethin g t o d o toward s raisin g 
the spirituall y dead . Th e disciple s ha d no t onl y t o 
take awa y th e stone , bu t afte r Chris t ha d raise d Laza -
rus the y ha d t o "  loose an d le t hi m go. " 

I t i s a  questio n i f an y ma n o n th e fac e o f th e eart h 
n«ts eve r bee n converted , withou t Go d usin g som e 
human instrument , i n som e way . Go d coul d easil y 
convert me n without u s ;  bu t tha t i s no t Hi s way . 

The ston e I  wan t t o spea k abou t to-day , tha t mos t 
be rolle d awa y befor e an y grea t wor k o f Go d ca n b t 
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brought about , i s th e miserabl e ston e o f prejudice . 
Many peopl e hav e a  grea t prejudic e agains t revi -
vals; the y hate the very word . I  a m sorry to say tha t 
this feeling i s not confined t o ungodly o r careless peo -
ple ; ther e ar e no t a  few Christian s who seem to cher -
ish a strong dislike both to the word "  Bevival" an d t o 
the thing itself . 

What doe s "  Bevival" mean ? I t simpl y mean s a 
recalling from obscurity— a finding  som e hidden treas-
ure and bringing it back to the light. I  thin k ever y one 
of u s must acknowledge tha t we are living in a  time of 
need. I  doub t i f ther e i s a  famil y i n th e worl d 
that ha s no t eome relativ e who m the y woul d lik e t o 
see brough t int o th e fol d o f God , an d wh o need s 
salvation. 

Men ar e anxiou s fo r a  reviva l i n business . I  a m 
told tha t there i s a  widespread an d general stagnatio n 
in business. Peopl e ar e very anxious that there should 
be a  revival o f trad e thi s winter. Ther e a  great revi -
val i n politic s jus t now . I n al l department s o f lif e 
you find that me n are very anxiou s for a  revival i n th e 
things tha t concern them most. 

If thi s is legitimate—and I  d o not say but i t is per -
fectly righ t i n its place—should not every child of Go d 
be prayin g fo r an d desirin g a  revival o f godlines s i n 
the worl d a t the presen t time. D o we not need a  revi-
val of downrigh t honesty , o f truthfulness , o f upright r 
ness, an d o f temperanc e ?  Ar e ther e no t many who 
have becom e alienate d fro m th e Churc h o f Go d an d 
from th e hous e o f th e Lord , wh o ar e forming a n at -
tachment to the saloo n ?  Ar e no t our sons being drawn 
Bway b y hundred s an d thousands , s o tha t whil e yo n 
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often find  th e churche s empty , th e liquo r shop s ar « 
crowded ever y Sabbat h afternoo n an d evening . I  a m 
eure th e saloon-keeper s ar e gla d i f the y ca n hav e a 
revival i n thei r busines s ;  the y d o no t objec t t o sel l 
more whisk y and beer . The n surel y ever y tru e Chris -
tian ough t t o desir e tha t men wh o ar e i n dange r o f 
perishing eternall y shoul d b e save d an d rescued . 

Some peopl e see m t o thin k tha t "Eevivals " ar e a 
modern invention—tha t the y hav e onl y bee n know n 
within th e las t fe w years . Bu t the y ar e nothin g new . 
If ther e i s no t Scriptura l authorit y fo r revivals , the n I 
«annot understan d m y Bible . 

For th e first  2,00 0 year s o f th e world' s histor y the y 
.had n o reviva l tha t w e kno w of ; probably , i f the y had , 
there woul d hav e bee n n o Flood . Th e first  rea l awak -
ening, o f whic h w e rea d i n th e Ol d Testament , wa s 
when Moses was sent dow n to Egypt t o bring hi s bret h 
ren ou t o f th e hous e o f bondage . Whe n Mose s wen t 
down t o Goshen , ther e mus t hav e bee n a  grea t com -
motion there ; many thing s wer e don e ou t o f th e usua l 
order. Whe n thre e million s o f Hebrew s wer e pu t be -
hind th e Bloo d o f th e Slai n Lamb , tha t wa s nothin g 
but Go d revivin g Hi s wor k amon g them . 

Under Joshu a ther e wa s a  grea t revival ; an d agai n 
under th e Judges . Go d wa s constantl y revivin g th e 
Jewish natio n i n thos e olde n times . Samue l brough t 
the peopl e t o Mizpah , an d tol d the m t o pu t awa y thei r 
strange gods . The n th e Israelite s wen t ou t an d de -
feated th e Philistines , s o tha t the y never cam e bac k i n 
his day . Dr . Bona r say s i t ma y b e tha t Davi d an d 
Jonathan wer e converted unde r tha t reviva l i n th e tim e 
-af Samuel . 
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"What wa s i t bu t a  grea t reviva l i n th e day s o f 
Elijah ?  Th e peopl e ha d turne d awa y t o idolatry , an d 
the prophe t summone d the m t o Moun t Oarmel . A s 
the multitud e stoo d ther e o n th e mountain , Go d an -
swered b y fire ;  th e peopl e fel l on their face s an d cried , 
" Th e Lord , H e i s th e God. " Tha t wa s th e natio n 
turning bac k t o God . N o doub t ther e wer e me n talk -
ing agains t th e work , an d sayin g i t woul d no t las t 
That i s th e cr y o f man y to-day , an d ha s bee n th e cr y 
for 4,00 0 years . Som e ol d Carmelit e ver y probabl y 
said i n th e day s o f Elija h :  "  This wil l no t b e perma -
nent." S o ther e ar e no t a  fe w i n thes e day s shakin g 
their wis e head s an d sayin g th e wor k wil l no t last . 

"When w e com e t o Ne w Testamen t times , w e hav e 
the wonderfu l reviva l unde r Joh n th e Baptist . Wa s 
tliere eve r a  ma n wh o accomplishe d s o muc h i n a  fe w 
months, excep t th e Maste r Himsel f ?  Th e preachin g 
of Joh n wa s lik e th e breat h o f sprin g afte r a  lon g an d 
dreary winter . Fo r 40 0 lon g year s ther e ha d bee n n o 
prophet, an d darknes s ha d settle d dow n o n th e nation . 
John's adven t wa s lik e the flashing o f a  brilliant meteo r 
ihat heralde d th e comin g day . I t wa s no t i n th e tem -
ple o r i n an y synagogu e tha t h e preached , bu t o n th e 
banks o f th e Jordan . Men , women , an d childre n 
flocked t o hea r him . Almos t an y on e ca n ge t a n audi -
ence i n a  crowde d city , bu t thi s wa s awa y ou t i n th e 
desert. N o doub t ther e wa s grea t excitemen t I  sup -
pose th e town s an d village s wer e nearl y depopulated , 
as the y flocked  ou t t o hea r th e preachin g o f John . 

People ar e s o afrai d o f excitement . Whe n I  wen t 
jver to England i n 1867 , I  wa s aske d t o g o an d preac h 
at th e Derb y race-course . I  sa w mor e excitemen t 
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there i n on e da y tha n I  hav e see n a t al l th e religiou s 
meetings I  eve r attende d i n m y lif e pu t together. An d 
yet I  hear d n o on e complainin g o f to o muc h excite -
ment. 1  hear d o f a  minister , no t lon g ago , wh o wa s 
present a t a  publi c danc e til l afte r five  o'cloc k i n th e 
morning. Th e nex t Sabbat h h e preache d against ' th e 
excitement o f revivals—th e lat e hours , an d s o on . 
Very consisten t kin d o f reasoning , wa s i t no t ? 

Then loo k a t Pentecos t Th e apostle s preached, an d 
you kno w wha t th e resul t was . I  suppos e th e worldl y 
men o f tha t da y sai d i t woul d al l di e away . Althoug h 
they brough t abou t th e martyrdo m o f Stephe n an d of 
James, othe r me n ros e u p t o tak e possessio n o f th e 
field. Fro m th e ver y plac e wher e Stephe n wa s 
slain, Sau l too k u p th e work , an d i t ha s bee n goin g o n 
ever since . 

There ar e man y professe d Christian s wh o ar e all the 
time finding  faul t an d criticising . The y criticis e th e 
preaching, o r th e singing . Th e prayer s wil l b e eithe s 
too lon g o r to o short , to o loud , o r no t lou d enough . 
They wil l find  faul t wit h th e readin g o f th e Wor d o f 
God, o r wil l sa y i t wa s no t th e righ t portion . The y 
will criticis e th e preacher . " I d o no t lik e hi s style, " 
they say . I f yo u doub t wha t I  say , liste n t o th e peo -
ple a s the y g o ou t o f a  revival meeting , o r an y othe r 
religious gathering . 

" Wha t di d yo u thin k o f th e preacher ?  " say s one . 
" Well , I  mus t confes s I  wa s disappointed . I  di d no t 
like hi s manner . H e wa s no t gracefu l i n hi s actions. " 
Another wil l sa y :  "  He wa s no t logical ; I  lik e logic.' 1 

Or another : "  He di d no t preac h enoug h abou t 
repentance." I f a  preache r doe s no t g o ove r ever y 
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doctrine i n ever y sermo n peopl e begi n t o find  fault . 
They sa y :  "  There wa s to o much repentance , an d n o 
Gospel ;  or , i t wa s al l Gospel , an d n o repentance. " 
" He spok e a  grea t dea l abou t justification , bu t h e sai d 
nothing abou t sanctification. " S o i f a  ma n doe s no t 
go righ t throug h th e Bible , fro m Genesi s t o Revela -
tion, i n on e sermon , the y a t onc e procee d t o citicis e 
and find  faul t 

" Th e fac t is, " say s som e on e o f thi s class, " th e ma n 
did no t touc h m y hear t a t all. " Som e on o else will say, 
" H e wa s al l hear t an d n o head. Hik e a  ma n t o preach 
to m y intellect " Or , "  H e appeal s to o muc h t o th e 
will ;  h e doe s no t giv e enoug h prominenc e t o th e doc -
trine of election. " Or , again , "  There i s no backbone i n 
his preachin g ;  he doe s not la y sufficien t stres s o n doc -
trine." Or , " H e i s no t eloquent; " an d soon , an d so on . 

You ma y find  hundred s o f suc h fault-finder s amon g 
professed Christian s ;  but all their criticism will not lea d 
one solitar y sou l t o Christ . I  neve r preache d a  sermo n 
yet tha t I  coul d no t pic k t o piece s an d find  faul t with . 
I fee l tha t Jesu s Chris t ough t t o hav e a  fa r bette r rep -
resentative tha n I  am . Bu t I  hav e live d lon g enoug h 
to discove r tha t ther e i s nothin g perfec t i n thi s world . 
If yo u ar e t o wai t unti l yo u ca n find a  perfect preacher , 
or perfec t meetings , I  a m afrai d yo u wil l hav e t o wai t 
till th e milleniu m arrives . Wha t w e wan t i s t o b e 
looking righ t u p t o Him . Le t u s ge t don e wit h fault -
finding. Whe n I  hea r peopl e tal k i n th e wa y I  hav e 
described, I  sa y t o them , "  Come an d d o bette r your -
self. Ste p u p her e an d tr y wha t yo u ca n do. " M y 
friends, i t i s s o eas y t o find  faul t ; i t take s neithe r 
brains no r hear t 
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Some year s ago , a  pasto r o f a  littl e Churc h i n a 
small tow n becam e exceedingl y discouraged , an d 
brooded ove r hi s trial s t o suc h an extent that he becam e 
an inveterat e grumbler . H e foun d faul t wit h hi s 
brethren becaus e h e imagine d the y di d no t trea t hi m 
well. A  brothe r ministe r wa s invite d t o assis t hi m a 
few day s i n a  specia l service . A t th e close of the Sab -
bath mornin g servic e ou r unhapp y brothe r invite d th e 
minister t o hi s hous e t o dinner . Whil e the y wer e 
waiting alon e i n th e parlor , h e bega n hi s dolefu l 
story b y sayin g :  "  My brother , yo u hav e n o ide a o f 
my trouble s ;  an d on e o f th e greates t is , m y brethre n 
in th e Churc h trea t m e ver y badly. " Th e othe r pro -
pounded th e followin g question s : 

" Di d the y eve r spi t i n you r face? " 
" N o ;  the y haven' t com e t o that. " 
" Di d the y eve r smit e you ? " "  No." 
"Did the y eve r crow n yo u wit h tho rns? " 
This las t questio n h e coul d no t answer , bu t bowe d 

his hea d thoughtfully . Hi s brothe r replie d :  "  Your 
Master an d min e wa s thus treated , an d all His disciple s 
fled an d lef t Hi m i n th e hand s of th e wicked. Te t H e 
opened no t Hi s mouth. " Th e effec t o f thi s conversa -
tion wa s wonderful . Bot h minister s bowe d i n praye r 
and earnestl y sough t t o posses s th e min d whic h wa s in 
Christ Jesus . Durin g th e te n days ' meeting s th e dis -
contented pasto r becam e wonderfully  changed.  H e 
labored an d praye d wit h hi s friend , an d man y soul s 
were brough t t o Christ . Som e week s after , a  deaco n 
of th e churc h wrot e an d said : "You r lat e visi t an d 
conversation wit h ou r pasto r hav e ha d a  wonderfu l 
influence fo r good . W e neve r hea r hi m complai n 
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now, an d he labor s mor e prayerfull y an d zealously " 
Another charg e brought agains t revival s i s tha t the y 
are ou t o f th e regula r orde r o f things . Well , ther e is 
no doub t abou t that . Bu t tha t doe s no t prov e tha t 
they ar e wrong. Elda d an d Meda d wer e ou t o f th e 
regular succession . Joshu a wante d Mose s t o rebuk e 
them. Instea d o f tha t h e said : "  Would Go d tha t 
all th e Lord' s peopl e wer e prophets. " Elija h an d 
Elisha did not belong to the regular schoo l o f prophets , 
yet they exercise d a  mighty influenc e fo r goo d in their 
day. Joh n th e Baptis t wa s no t i n th e regula r line . 
He go t hi s theologica l trainin g ou t i n th e deser t 
Jesus Chris t Himsel f wa s out of th e recognized order. 
When Phili p tol d Nathanie l tha t h e ha d foun d th e 
Meswiah, he sai d to him :  "  Can there an y good thing 
come out of Nazaret h ?" 

As we read the history o f th e pas t few centuries we 
find that Go d has frequentl y take n u p those who were, 
so t o speak , ou t o f th e regula r line . Marti n Luthe r 
had t o brea k throug h th e regula r orde r o f thing s i n 
his da y befor e h e brought abou t the mighty Reforma -
tion. Ther e ar e now som e sixt y million s o f peopl e 
who adher e t o th e Luthera n Church . Wesle y an d 
Whitefield wer e not exactly i n th e regula r line , bu t 
see what a  mighty work they accomplishe d ! 

My friends , whe n Go d work s man y thing s wil l be 
done "  out of th e regula r order. " I t seem s to me that 
will b e a  good thing . Ther e ar e a  f ew who cannot be 
reached, apparently, through th e regular channels , who 
will com e to  meeting s like these out of th e usua l rou -
tine. W e hav e go t ou r churches , i t i s true , bu t we 
want to make a n effor t t o reac h th e outlyin g masse s 
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who wil l no t g o t o them . Man y wil l com e i n t o thes e 
meetings simpl y becaus e the y ar e t o be hel d onl y fo r a 
few days . An d so , i f the y ar e t o com e a t all , the y 
must com e to a  decisio n about it quickly. Other s com e 
out o f idl e curiosity , o r a  desir e t o kno w wha t i s goin g 
on. An d ofte n a t th e firs t meetin g somethin g tha t i s 
spoken o r tha t i s sun g wil l touc h them . The y hav e 
come unde r th e soun d o f th e Gospe l ;  probabl y the y 
will becom e rea l Christian s an d usefu l member s o f 
society. Yo u wil l sometime s hea r peopl e say , "  "We 
have ou r churche s ;  i f me n wil l no t com e t o them , le t 
them kee p out. " Tha t wa s no t the spirit of th e Master . 
When ou r Civi l "Wa r brok e ou t w e ha d a  ver y smal l 
standing army . Governmen t aske d fo r volunteer s t o 
enlist. Severa l hundreds of thousand s o f me n cam e for -
ward an d joine d th e ranks o f th e regular army . Ther e 
was plenty fo r ever y man to do. Thes e volunteers were 
not s o wel l trained an d drille d a s th e olde r solders , bu t 
we could use the irregulars as well as the regulars. Man y 
of th e forme r soo n becam e efficien t soldiers , an d these 
volunteers di d grea t servic e i n th e caus e o f th e nation . 
If th e outlyin g masse s o f th e peopl e ar e t o be reache d 
we mus t hav e th e regular s an d th e irregular s both . 

I remembe r hearin g o f a  Sunday-schoo l i n ou r coun -
try wher e th e teache r ha d go t int o ruts . A  youn g man 
was place d i n charg e a s Superintendent , an d he wante d 
to re-arrang e th e seats . Som e o f th e olde r member s 
said th e seat s ha d bee n i n thei r presen t positio n fo r s o 
many years , tha t the y coul d no t be move d !  Ther e i s a 
good dea l o f tha t kin d o f spiri t nowadays . I t seem s 
to me tha t i f on e metho d i s no t successfu l w e ough t t o 
give i t u p an d tr y som e othe r pla n tha t ma y b e mor e 
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likely t o succeed . I f th e peopl e wil l no t com e to  th e 
regular "mean s o f grace, " le t u s adop t som e mean s 
that wil l reac h the m an d wi n them . 

Do no t le t u s b e finding  faul t becaus e thing s ar e no t 
done exactl y a s the y hav e bee n don e i n th e past , and a s 
we thin k the y ough t t o b e done . I  a m sic k an d tire d 
of thos e wh o ar e constantl y complaining . Le t u s pa y 
no hee d t o them , bu t le t u s g o forwar d wit h th e wor k 
that Go d ha s give n u s t o do . 

Another ver y seriou s charg e i s brough t agains t revi -
vals. The y sa y th e wor k wil l no t last . A s I  hav e sai d 
there were doubtless man y a t th e da y o f Pentecos t wh o 
said that . An d whe n Stephe n wa s stone d t o death , 
James beheaded , an d finally  al l th e apostle s pu t t o 
death, n o doub t the y sai d tha t Pentecos t wa s a  stupen -
dous failure. Bu t wa s i t a  failure ? Ar e no t th e fruit s o f 
that reviva l a t Pentecos t t o b e see n eve n i n ou r tim e ? 

In th e sigh t o f th e worl d th e missio n o f Joh n th e 
Baptist ma y hav e bee n though t t o b e a  failur e whe n h e 
was beheade d b y th e comman d o f Herod . Bu t i t wa s 
not a  failur e i n th e sigh t o f heaven . Th e influenc e o f 
this wildernes s prophe t i s fel t i n th e Churc h o f Go d 
to-day. Th e worl d though t Christ' s lif e wa s a  failur e 
as H e hun g o n th e Cros s an d expired . Bu t i n th e 
sight o f Go d i t wa s altogethe r different . Go d mad e 
the wrat h o f me n t o prais e Him . 

I hav e littl e sympath y wit h thos e pastor s who , whe n 
God i s revivin g th e Churches , begi n t o preac h agains t 
revivals. Ther e i s no t a  denominatio n i n Christendo m 
to-day tha t ha s no t sprung out of a  revival. Th e Boma n 
Catholics an d th e Episcopalian s bot h clai m t o be apos -
tolic i n thei r origi n ;  i f the y are , the y spran g ou t o f 
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the reviva l a t Pentecost . Th e Methodis t bod y rose oat 
of revival s unde r Joh n Wesle y an d Georg e Whitefield . 
Did no t th e Luthera n Churc h com e fro m th e grea t 
awakening tha t swep t throug h German y i n th e day s o f 
Luther? Wa s no t Scotlan d stirre d u p throug h th e 
preaching o f Joh n Knox ? Wher e di d th e Quaker s 
come fro m i f no t fro m th e wor k o f Go d unde r Georg e 
Fox? Ye t peopl e ar e s o afrai d i f th e regula r rou -
tine o f thing s i s goin g t o b e disturbed . Le t u s pra y 
that Go d ma y rais e u p man y wh o wil l b e use d b y Hi m 
for th e revivin g o f Hi s Churc h i n ou r day . I  thin k 
the tim e ha s com e whe n w e nee d it . 

I remembe r w e wen t int o on e plac e where on e o f th e 
ministers found that his Church was opposed to his taking 
part i n th e meetings . H e wa s tol d tha t i f h e identifie d 
himself wit h th e movemen t h e woul d alienat e som e o f 
his congregation. H e took the Churc h record and foun d 
that four-fifth s o f th e member s o f th e Churc h ha d bee n 
converted i n time s o f revival , amon g other s th e Super -
intendent o f th e Sabbath-school , al l th e officer s o f th e 
Church, an d nearl y ever y active member. Th e ministe r 
went into the Church the following Sabbath and preached 
a sermon o n revivals, reminding the m o f what had take n 
place i n th e histor y o f th e congregation . Yo u wil l find 
that man y wh o tal k agains t revival s hav e themselve s 
been converte d i n suc h a  time . 

Not lon g ago a  ver y abl e minister preache d a  sermo n 
against thes e awakenings ; h e di d no t believ e i n them . 
Some o f hi s peopl e searche d th e Churc h record s t o se e 
how man y durin g th e previou s twelv e year s ha d bee n 
added t o the membershi p o n professio n o f thei r faith ; 
they foun d tha t no t a  single soul had joine d the Churc h 
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all thes e year s o n professio n o f faith . N o wonde r th e 
minister o f a  Church like that preached against revivals' , 
. M y experienc e ha s been that those wh o are converte d 
in a  time of specia l religious interes t mak e even strong -
er Christian s tha n thos e wh o wer e brough t int o ttie 
Church a t ordinar y times . On e youn g conver t help s 
another, an d the y ge t a  bette r star t i n th e Christia n 
life whe n ther e ar e a  goo d man y together . 

People sa y th e convert s wil l no t hol d out . "Well , 
they di d no t al l hol d ou t unde r th e preachin g o f Jesu s 
Christ. "  Many o f Hi s disciple s went bac k an d walke d 
no mor e wit h Him. " Pau l mourne d ove r th e fac t tha t 
some o f thos e wh o mad e professio n wer e walkin g a s 
the enemies of th e Cros s of Christ . Th e Master taugh t 
in Hi s wonderfu l parabl e tha t ther e ar e variou s kind s 
of hearers—thos e represente d b y th e waysid e hearers , 
the ston y groun d hearers , th e thorn y groun d hearers , 
and th e goo d groun d hearers ; the y wil l remai n t o th e 
end o f time . I  hav e a  frui t tre e a t m y home , an d 
every yea r i t ha s s o man y blossom s tha t i f the y shoul d 
all produc e apple s th e tre e woul d brea k down . Nine -
tenths, perhaps , o f th e blossom s wil l fal l off , an d ye t I 
have a  larg e numbe r o f apples . 

So there ar e man y wh o mak e a  professio n o f Chris -
tianity wh o fal l away . I t ma y b e tha t thos e wh o 
seejied t o promis e th e faires t tur n ou t th e worst , an d 
those wh o di d no t promis e s o wel l tur n ou t bes t i n th e 
end. Go d mus t prepar e th e groun d an d H e mus t giv e 
the increase . I  hav e ofte n sai d that i f I  ha d t o convic t 
men o f si n I  woul d hav e give n u p th e wor k lon g ago . 
That i s th e wor k o f th e Hol y Ghost . Wha t w e hav e 
to d o i s t o scatte r th e goo d see d o f th e Word , an d 
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expect that Go d will bless i t to the saving of men' s souls . 
Of cours e w e canno t expec t muc h hel p fro m thos e 

who ar e al l th e tim e talkin g agains t revivals . I  be -
lieve man y youn g disciple s ar e chille d throug h b y 
those wh o condem n thes e specia l efforts . I f th e pro -
fessed convert s sometime s d o no t hol d out , i t i s no t 
always thei r OWT I faul t 

I wa s preachin g i n a  certai n cit y some tim e ago , an d 
a ministe r sai d t o me : " I hop e thi s wor k wil l no t tur n 
out lik e th e reviva l her e five  year s ago . I  too k on e 
hundred convert s int o th e Church , and , with th e excep -
tion o f on e o r two , I  d o no t kno w wher e the y ar e to -
day." Thi s wa s discouraging . I  mentione d i t t o 
another ministe r i n th e sam e city , an d I  sai d I  woul d 
rather giv e u p th e work , an d go back to business, i f th e 
work wa s no t goin g t o last . H e sai d t o me : "  I too k 
in on e hundre d convert s a t th e sam e time , an d I  ca n 
lay m y han d o n ninety-eigh t ou t o f th e hundred . Fo i 
five year s I  hav e watche d them , an d onl y tw o hav e 
fallen away. " The n h e aske d m e i f hi s brothe r min -
ister ha d tol d m e wha t too k plac e i n hi s Churc h afte r 
they brough t i n thos e youn g converts . Som e o f the m 
thought the y ough t t o hav e a  bette r Church , an d the y 
got divide d amon g themselves ; s o nearl y al l th e mem -
bers lef t th e Church . I f anyon e wil l bu t engag e 
heartily i n thi s wor k the y wil l hav e enoug h t o encour -
age them . 

I t i s ver y eas y fo r me n t o tal k agains t a  work lik e 
this. Bu t w e generally find  tha t suc h peopl e no t onl y 
do nothin g a t al l themselves , bu t the y kno w nothin g 
about tha t whic h the y ar e criticising . Surel y i t i s 
hardly fai r t o condem n a  wor k tha t w e have no t bee n 
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at th e troubl e t o becom e personall y acquainte d with , 
If, instea d o f sittin g o n th e platfor m an d simpl y look -
ing o n o r criticising , suc h person s woul d ge t dow n 
among th e peopl e an d tal k t o the m abou t thei r souls , 
they woul d soo n find  ou t whethe r th e wor k wa s rea l o r 
not 

I remembe r hearin g o f a  ma n wh o returne d fro m a 
residence in India . H e wa s out a t dinner on e da y wit h 
some friends , an d h e was aske d about Missions ; h e sai d 
he ha d neve r see n a  nativ e conver t al l th e tim e h e wa s 
in India . A  missionar y wh o wa s present di d no t repl y 
directly t o th e statement , bu t h e quietl y aske d th e 
sceptical Englishma n i f h e ha d see n an y tiger s i n In -
dia. Th e ma n rubbe d hi s hands , a s i f th e recollectio n 
gave hi m a  goo d dea l o f pleasure , an d said : "T igers ' 
Yes, I  shoul d thin k so . I  hav e sho t a  goo d man y o f 
them." Sai d th e missionary , "Well , I  wa s i n Indi a 
for a  numbe r o f year s an d neve r sa w a  tiger. " Th e 
fact wa s tha t th e one ha d bee n looking for converts an d 
the othe r fo r tigers , an d the y bot h foun d wha t the y 
looked for . 

If w e look fo r convert s w e shal l find  them ; ther e i s 
no doub t abou t that . Bu t th e trut h i s tha t i n almos t 
every cas e those who talk agains t revival s kno w nothin g 
whatever abou t i t from persona l contac t an d experience . 
Do yo u suppos e tha t th e youn g convert s ar e goin g 
round t o you r hous e an d knoc k a t th e doo r t o tel l yo u 
they hav e bee n converted ? I f yo u wis h t o find  ou t 
the trut h you  mus t g o amon g the m i n thei r home s an d 
talk t o them . 

I hop e n o on e wil l b e afrai d o f th e Inquir y Room . 
At on e o f th e olace s wher e I  worke d onc e I  foun d a 
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good man y peopl e wh o hate d th e ver y wor d "  Inquir y 
Room." Bu t I  conten d tha t i t i s a  perfectl y reason -
able thing . Whe n a  boy i s a t schoo l an d canno t solv e 
some proble m i n algebra , h e ask s hel p o f som e on e 
who know s it . Her e i s th e grea t proble m o f eterna l 
life tha t ha s t o b e solve d b y eac h o f us . Wh y shoul d 
we no t as k thos e wh o ar e mor e experience d tha n our -
selves t o hel p u s i f the y can . I f w e hav e an y diffi -
culty w e canno t overcome , probabl y w e shal l find  som e 
Godly ma n o r woman who ha d th e same difficulty twen -
ty year s ago ; the y wil l b e gla d t o hel p us , an d tel l u s 
how the y wer e enable d t o surmoun t it . D o no t b e 
afraid therefor e t o le t the m hel p you . 

I believ e ther e i s no t a  livin g sou l wh o ha s a  spirit -
ual difficult y bu t ther e i s som e promis e i n th e Word o v 
God t o meet tha t difficulty . Bu t i f yo u keep your feel -
ings an d you r trouble s al l locke d up , ho w ar e yo u t o 
be helped ? I  migh t stan d her e an d preac h to yo u righ t 
on fo r thirt y day s an d no t touc h you r particula r diffi -
culty. Bu t twent y minutes ' privat e conversatio n ma y 
clear awa y al l you r doubt s an d troubles . 

There wa s a  lad y wh o worke d i n th e Inquir y Roo m 
when w e wer e i n th e sout h o f Londo n nin e year s ago . 
I sa w he r agai n a  shor t tim e ago , an d sh e tol d m e tha t 
she ha d a  lis t o f thirty-fiv e case s o f thos e wit h who m 
she conversed , an d wh o sh e though t wer e trul y con -
verted. Sh e ha s writte n letter s t o the m an d sen t the m 
little gift s a t Christmas , an d sh e sai d t o m e tha t s o fa r 
as sh e coul d judg e no t a  singl e on e o f th e thirty-fiv e 
had wandere d away . Sh e ha s place d her life alongsid e 
of their s al l thes e years , an d sh e ha s bee n abt o t o b e a 
blessing t o them . 
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If w e ha d a  thousan d suc h persons , b y th e hel p o f 
God w e shoul d se e sign s an d wonders . Ther e i s n o 
class o f people , howeve r hopeles s o r degraded , bu t ca n 
be reached , onl y w e mus t la y ourselve s ou t t o reac h 
them. Man y Christian s ar e asleep ; w e wan t t o arous e 
them, s o tha t they shall take a  personal interes t in thos e 
who ar e livin g i n carelessnes s an d sin . Le t u s la y 
aside al l ou r prejudices . I f Go d i s workin g i t matter s 
little whethe r o r no t th e wor k i s don e i n th e exac t wa y 
that w e would lik e t o se e i t done , or i n th e way we have 
seen i t don e i n th e past . 

Let ther e b e on e unite d cr y goin g u p t o God , tha t 
He wil l reviv e Hi s wor k i n ou r midst . Le t th e wor k 
of reviva l begi n wit h u s wh o ar e Christians . Le t u s 
»•emove al l th e hindrance s tha t com e fro m ourselves . 
fhen, b y th e hel p o f th e Spirit , w e shal l b e abl e t o 
reach thes e non-churc h goers , an d multitude s wil l b e 
brought int o the kingdo m o f God . 




