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1 
The Startin g Point 

Reader, ar e yo u a  B.A. ? Thi s littl e boo k i s onl y fo r 
those wh o posses s tha t degre e fro m th e King' s College . 
If yo u ar e no t "Bor n Again, " pleas e pu t i t aside , fo r 
this i s our starting point in considering the fullness o f the 
Spirit a s the birthright o f every believer . I f you have not 
been bor n agai n yo u hav e n o right  b y birt h t o this , th e 
chiefest o f Ne w Testamen t blessings . You r firs t concer n 
is t o becom e on e o f th e childre n o f God , an d the n yo u 
may inquir e a s t o you r inheritance . I f yo u are  bor n 
again, as k tha t yo u ma y rea d wit h th e anointe d ey e an d 
with a n unprejudice d mind , fo r th e amoun t o f prejudic e 
that exist s agains t thi s subjec t i s saddenin g i n th e 
extreme. 

In nothin g tha t h e eve r wrot e doe s Joh n Bunyan' s 
masterful geniu s flas h fort h mor e clearl y tha n when , i n 
The Holy  War,  h e place s tha t ol d chur l Mr . Prejudice , 
with sixt y dea f me n unde r him , a s warde r o f Eargate . 
Nothing tha t eve n Emmanue l ma y sa y ca n reac h Man -
soul whil e Prejudic e an d hi s dea f me n kee p tha t gate . 
"There i s nothin g abou t thi s i n th e Standard s o f ou r 
Church." " I hav e no t me t with thi s truth i n my favorit e 
authors." "I t i s quit e ne w t o me , an d I  neve r will 
believe it, " etc. , etc . Thes e an d suc h lik e ar e illustra -
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tions on e meet s wit h o f ho w wel l Prejudic e keep s hi s 
word! I n th e nam e o f th e Lor d le t u s displac e hi m an d 
determine t o giv e wha t o f God' s trut h ma y b e se t fort h 
in th e followin g page s a  fai r field , n o favo r bein g aske d 
for. Deep-roote d prejudic e i s on e o f th e cause s o f th e 
appalling spiritua l povert y tha t abounds—yes , appallin g 
when w e conside r th e treasure s withi n ou r reach . 
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Every Believers Birthrigh t 

On ever y han d a  lac k o f something  i s bein g fel t an d 
expressed b y God's people . Thei r Christian experience i s 
not wha t the y expecte d i t would be . Instea d o f expecte d 
victory, i t i s oft-recurring , dreade d defeat ; instea d o f 
soul satisfaction , i t is sou l hunger ; instead o f deep , abid -
ing hear t rest , i t i s disquie t an d discontent ; instea d o f 
advancing, i t i s losin g ground . I s thi s al l Chris t mean t 
when He said , "Com e unt o Me"? I s this lif e o f constan t 
disappointment th e normal lif e o f the Bible Christian? To 
these sa d questioning s th e divin e Wor d answer s wit h a n 
emphatic "No, " an d the testimony o f an ever increasin g 
number o f God' s childre n answer s "No. " 

For thi s widel y felt , thoug h sometime s inarticulat e 
demand, th e divin e suppl y i s th e fullness of  the  Spirit; 
and thi s fullnes s i s th e birthrigh t o f every  believer , hi s 
birthright b y virtue o f his new birth . Sometime s w e hear 
it sai d tha t t o b e filled  wit h th e Spiri t i s th e Christia n 
privilege; bu t birthright  i s a  stronger word . Reader , i t is 
your birthrigh t t o b e fille d wit h th e Spiri t a s Pete r wa s 
filled, a s Stephe n wa s filled , a s th e on e hundre d an d 
twenty me n an d wome n i n th e uppe r roo m wer e fille d 
(Acts 2:4 , 1:14-15) , a s th e me n an d wome n i n Corne -
lius's hous e wer e filled  (Act s 10:44-47) . "An d y e shal l 
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receive th e gif t o f th e Hol y Ghost , fo r t o yo u i s th e 
promise, an d t o you r children , an d t o al l tha t ar e afa r 
off" (Act s 2:38-39) . 

What hav e yo u don e wit h you r birthright ? Hav e yo u 
claimed it ? Are you  living  at  this  moment  in  the  posses-
sion and  enjoyment  of  it?  O r ar e you , Esau-like , 
"despising you r birthright " (Genesi s 25:34) ? Or , i f no t 
despising, ar e yo u neglectin g it ? Esau' s eye s wer e ulti -
mately opene d t o hi s foll y i n partin g wit h hi s birthrigh t 
for "on e mes s o f meat, " an d h e the n desire d t o inheri t 
the blessing, seekin g i t "diligentl y wit h tears" ; but alas , 
his awakin g cam e to o lat e (Hebrew s 12:16-17) . 

May ever y reade r o f thes e line s hav e th e desir e gra -
ciously awakene d (i f i t ha s no t ye t bee n awakene d an d 
satisfied) t o inheri t hi s birthrigh t blessin g whil e plac e o f 
repentance i s to be found. Ma y the prediction be fulfille d 
in ou r gla d experience : "Th e hous e o f Jaco b shal l pos-
sess their  possessions" (Obadia h 17) . 
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A Comman d t o B e Obeye d 

But les t som e on e shoul d think , "I t i s optiona l wit h 
me whethe r I  clai m m y birthrigh t o r "not; n o doub t i t 
would be a very fittin g thin g for som e people to be fille d 
with the Spirit , bu t / nee d not trouble about it"—i n cas e 
anyone shoul d b e tempte d t o spea k an d ac t lik e this , le t 
us learn that "B e fille d wit h the Spirit" (Ephesian s 5:18 ) 
is a  command t o be obeyed, a  duty t o be done. Man y of 
God's peopl e ar e acknowledgin g tha t the y di d no t kno w 
that "B e fille d wit h th e Spirit " wa s a  command ; but  it 
is, an d ther e i s n o excus e fo r no t knowing . 

You wil l notic e tha t i n Ephesians 5:1 8 ther e i s a  dou-
ble command , a  negative , "B e no t drunk, " an d a  posi-
tive, "B e y e filled. " Th e positiv e comman d i s a s 
authoritative a s th e negativ e an d wa s bindin g o n just as 
many o f thos e Ephesia n Christian s a s wa s th e negativ e 
command. No w wha t wa s tru e fo r thos e believer s ther e 
in Ephesu s i n the lon g ag o i s equally tru e fo r al l believ -
ers o n God' s footstoo l today . 

Is it a sin for a  believer today to disobey the command 
"Be no t drunk, " an d i s i t the n a  virtu e t o disobe y th e 
equally authoritativ e comman d "B e y e filled"?  I f i t i s a 
sin for a  Christian t o be drunk , i t i s just a s surely, truly , 
really, a  sin  no t t o b e filled . W e ar e commande d an d 
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expected t o liv e a  Spirit-filled life , t o be filled , no t with 
wine, th e frui t o f th e vine s o f earth , bu t wit h th e ne w 
wine o f th e kingdom , th e frui t o f th e "tru e Vine. " 

Reader, i f yo u ar e asked , D o yo u obe y th e comman d 
"Be no t drunk with wine, " wha t i s your answer? If i t is 
"Yes," tha t i s obedience . Now , i f yo u ar e asked , D o 
you obey the command "B e fille d wit h the Spirit," wha t 
is your answer ? I f i t i s "No, " tha t i s disobedience ; yo u 
are guilt y o f breakin g on e o f God' s plaines t command -
ments. You have no more license to break this  command 
than yo u hav e t o break an y comman d i n th e Decalogue . 
Before yo u rea d further , ha d you no t bette r confess you r 
sin an d tel l th e Maste r tha t yo u purpos e i n you r hear t 
new obedience ? 
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Something Different fro m 

the New Birt h 

This being "fille d wit h the Spirit" i s a definite blessing , 
quite distinc t fro m bein g "bor n o f th e Spirit. " Som e 
would objec t t o this and reply tha t every Christia n ha s the 
Spirit; quit e true , fo r "i f an y ma n hav e no t th e Spiri t o f 
Christ, he is none of his" (Romans 8:9); and "no ma n can 
say Jesu s i s Lord , bu t i n th e Hol y Spirit " ( 1 Corinthian s 
12:3); but t o "hav e th e Spirit " an d t o be "fille d wit h the 
Spirit"are tw o differen t things . "Egyp t alway s ha s th e 
Nile," a s someon e ha s said , "bu t Egyp t wait s ever y yea r 
for it s overflow"; havin g the Nile i s one thing, but having 
the Nil e overflowing i s quite another . No w i t i s the Nile's 
overflow tha t i s Egypt's salvation , an d to overflow i t must 
first b e filled.  S o i t i s the Christian' s overflo w tha t i s the 
world's salvation , an d i n orde r t o have th e overflow ther e 
must first  be th e filling. 

As fa r a s Go d i s concerned , ther e i s n o reaso n wh y 
this fillin g shoul d no t tak e plac e a t th e hou r o f conver -
sion, o f the new birth . Se e the case o f Corneliu s an d hi s 
friends, i n Act s 10:44-48 . The y believed , wer e saved , 
"received th e Hol y Ghost, " an d wer e baptize d wit h 
water th e sam e day . Bu t i t were a  fatal blunde r t o asser t 
that all  me n o n believin g receive d th e Hol y Ghos t i n a 
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similar manne r o r wer e thu s fille d wit h th e Spirit . Mos t 
certainly i n Bibl e time s i t wa s no t so . 

THE APOSTLE S 

In Act s 2: 4 w e read , "The y wer e al l fille d wit h th e 
Holy Spirit, " al l i n th e uppe r room , me n an d women , 
including th e twelv e apostles . No w thes e me n ha d th e 
Spirit before . Whe n Chris t calle d the m t o follo w Him , 
when the y wer e converted , the y receive d th e Spirit . 
After Hi s resurrection , bu t befor e Hi s ascension , Chris t 
breathed o n the m an d said , "Receiv e y e th e Hol y 
Ghost" (Joh n 20:22) , an d o f cours e the y di d "receive " 
the Spiri t then; but i t is never said of them that they were 
"filled wit h th e Hol y Spirit " til l tha t mornin g i n th e 
upper room , fo r th e simpl e reaso n tha t i t coul d no t b e 
said o f them , fo r "th e Spiri t wa s no t ye t given " (Joh n 
7:39). Ye t thes e me n wer e Christian s before  tha t 
morning. 

THE SAMARITAN S 

In Act s 8:5-1 3 w e fin d tha t unde r th e preachin g o f 
Philip th e evangelis t ther e wa s a  wor k o f grac e i n th e 
city o f Samaria , th e peopl e believe d an d wer e baptized . 
These people , then , wer e Christians , bu t the y wer e no t 
"filled wit h th e Spirit " til l Pete r an d Joh n cam e dow n 
and prayed fo r them, thu s perfecting th e work Phili p had 
been doin g (Act s 8:15-17) . 

THE APOSTL E PAU L 

Saul was converted when the omnipotent, omnipresen t 
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Christ, standin g a s Picket-guar d fo r tha t littl e churc h a t 
Damascus, unhorse d hi m an d too k hi m prisone r o n th e 
Damascus road . "Lord , wha t wil t Tho u hav e m e t o 
do?" Tha t questio n sound s lik e conversion , surely . Fo r 
three day s h e la y i n darknes s i n Damascus , a  surren -
dered, believin g man, an d therefor e a  Christian man ; but 
it wa s no t til l Anania s cam e t o hi m tha t h e wa s "fille d 
with th e Hol y Ghost " (Act s 9:17) . An d wh o wa s thi s 
Ananias throug h who m mi s ma n Saul , destine d t o prove 
himself th e truest , bravest , grandes t servan t th e Lor d 
Jesus eve r had—throug h who m eve n Sau l receive d th e 
greatest o f th e Ne w Testamen t blessings ? H e wa s a n 
obscure, obedien t believe r o f who m w e kno w nothin g 
else tha n tha t h e di d thi s servic e fo r Saul . Her e i s th e 
ministry o f the saints . S o it may be today, som e big Paul 
may b e blesse d throug h th e ministr y o f som e littl e 
Ananias. 

THE EPHESIAN S I N ACT S 19:1- 6 

Here wer e twelv e me n wh o wer e disciples , the y ha d 
been believer s fo r som e tim e whe n Pau l foun d them ; i n 
other words , the y wer e saved , the y wer e Christians. Bu t 
Paul's firs t questio n t o them wa s "Hav e y e received th e 
Holy Ghos t sinc e y e believed? " Plainl y showin g tha t 
Paul though t i t possible fo r the m t o have been believer s 
and ye t not  t o have received th e Hol y Ghost . Indeed , i n 
this case , wha t Pau l deeme d a  possibilit y turne d ou t t o 
be a  fact ; the y ha d not  yet  "received " th e Spirit . 

Of course , i n a  certain  sense , the y ha d th e Spirit ; i t 
was b y th e Spiri t the y ha d believed , an d i f the y ha d no t 
the Spiri t o f Christ , the y wer e non e o f His ; bu t fo r al l 
mat, the y had no t yet "received " th e Spiri t i n the Pente-
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costal sens e o f th e word , i n th e sens e i n whic h Pau l 
meant it . The y ha d no t ye t com e t o their  Pentecost . I n 
the Revised  Version,  Paul' s questio n i s rendered , "Di d 
ye receiv e th e Holy Ghos t whe n y e believed ? " provin g 
(1) tha t i t i s possible t o "receive " th e Holy Ghos t a t the 
moment o f believing , an d (2 ) tha t i t i s possibl e t o 
believe withou t "receiving, " a s ha s alread y bee n 
pointed ou t fro m th e renderin g o f th e Authorize d Ver -
sion. Afte r Pau l ha d instructe d the m mor e full y i n th e 
word an d wa y o f th e Lord , w e rea d tha t "th e Hol y 
Ghost cam e o n them. " Fro m thi s w e gathe r tha t thes e 
men o f Ephesu s obtaine d a  blessin g subsequen t t o thei r 
conversion, spoke n o f her e a s "receiving " th e Hol y 
Ghost, a s the Holy Ghos t "coming " o n them. Thi s i s in 
strict accor d wit h wha t Pau l himsel f say s o f thi s even t 
when writing t o the Ephesians i n Ephesians 1:13 , "Afte r 
that y e believed , y e wer e seale d wit h tha t Hol y Spiri t of 
promise." First , the y "believed, " an d then , som e 
time afte r "believing, " the y wer e "sealed, " the y 
"received," the y wer e "filled. " 

From thes e fou r cases—(1 ) apostles , (2 ) Samaritans , 
(3) Saul, (4 ) Ephesians—we conclud e that in New Testa -
ment time s men actually live d a s Christians, wer e saved , 
converted men , an d ye t kne w nothin g o f th e "filling " 
with th e Spirit—thi s knowledge , thi s blessing comin g t o 
them som e tim e afte r thei r bein g bor n again . Ye t thi s i s 
the ver y thin g som e toda y deny ! Who m ar e w e t o 
believe? Thes e objector s o r th e sacre d Record ? Th e 
divine Wor d declare s it , an d ther e i s the n n o roo m o r 
need fo r argument . S o we affirm tha t i t is equally possi -
ble fo r believers , fo r saved , converte d men , t o liv e i n 
our ow n time , a s wel l a s i n Bibl e times , withou t th e 
"fullness"; na y more , i t i s possibl e fo r the m t o liv e fo r 
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years, the n di e an d g o hom e t o heave n t o b e ther e for -
ever wit h th e Lord , an d t o have known nothin g o n earth 
of wha t i t was t o be "fille d wit h th e Spirit. " Bu t wha t a 
loss the y hav e suffered ! Eternal , irreparabl e loss ! 

So w e conclud e i t i s abundantl y plai n fro m Scriptur e 
that fo r th e regenerat e sou l ther e i s i n Chris t anothe r 
blessing ove r an d abov e th e bein g bor n o f th e Spirit , 
spoken o f a s "th e fullnes s o f the Spirit. " " I a m amaze d 
at a  ma n lik e yo u goin g t o thes e conventions, " sai d a 
man t o hi s ministe r once . "Wha t ne w thin g ca n thes e 
convention speaker s tel l you ? I t i s al l i n th e Ne w Testa -
ment." "Yes, " h e replied , "that' s th e trouble ; an d w e 
have lef t thes e things i n the New Testament ; wherea s we 
want t o ge t them ou t o f th e New Testament an d int o our 
hearts an d lives. " 

In Jesu s Christ , God' s Treasury , ou r shar e o f Pente -
cost's blessin g ha s bee n deposite d fo r eac h o f u s by ou r 
Father God . Hav e w e claime d an d receive d ou r share ? 
Not likely , i f we are not awar e that there is  such a  bless-
ing for us ; but once we recognize the fac t tha t i t is there, 
we surely wil l not rest til l we have made i t our own. The 
Scottish banker s hav e publishe d th e fac t tha t the y hav e 
lying i n thei r vault s a  su m o f 40,000,00 0 pound s i n 
unclaimed deposits . Som e o f thos e wh o owne d a  shar e 
of thi s money ma y hav e died i n th e workhouse ; som e of 
them ma y b e livin g t o thi s momen t i n dires t need , an d 
they migh t hav e thei r mone y fo r th e claiming ; bu t the y 
do not know that i t is theirs. What vas t unclaimed depos-
its are lying in God's Treasury, Christ ! Some of His peo-
ple hav e die d spirituall y poor ; som e ar e livin g toda y i n 
spiritual penury , a  hand-to-mout h existence , wit h suc h 
"untrackable riches"  lyin g "a t call, " o n deposi t i n thei r 
name. Wha t hav e w e don e wit h our  deposit ? W e ar e 
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responsible for it s use and disuse. Remember the reckon-
ing da y i s comin g (Matthe w 25:19) . 




