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CHAPTER I 

THE LIVIN G CHRIS T 
"I a m h e tha t liveth , an d wa s dead ; and , behold , I 

am aliv e fo r evermore " (Revelatio n 1:18) . 

1A R G E section s o f th e Christia n Churc h ar e occu -
. pie d wit h a  dea d Christ . On e wh o visit s th e 

cathedrals o f th e ol d worl d an d gaze s o n th e 
multipbed crosse s an d crucifixe s canno t hel p bu t realiz e 
this fact . 

After repeate d visit s t o som e o f thes e cathedrals , 
climaxed b y a  sigh t o f Oberammergau , th e figures  see n 
upon th e crosse s prompte d th e writin g o f th e followin g 
lines : 

Dark i s th e building , an d heav y th e air , 
Bent ar e th e shoulder s o f al l ; 

Bowed i n th e darkness , an d read y t o sigh — 
Crosses, som e short , an d som e tall . 

Mystic th e musi c an d rhythmi c th e chant , 
Faces o f worshiper s search — 

Slight th e respons e a s fro m saint s o n th e wal l ! 
O Christ , i s thi s Th y Church ? 

Art Tho u stil l holde n b y deat h i n th e tomb ? 
Is ther e n o jo y fo r ou r song ? 

Chantings monotonou s i n tongu e unknown , 
Tiring th e worship , an d long . 

Failing an d hal t ar e thes e poor , wear y souls ; 
Blind a s thei r leader s wh o fall . 

Speak, Christ , agai n t o th e dyin g an d dead ; 
Away fro m Th y fait h i s man' s call . 
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Altars, the y nam e them , wit h candle s an d gilt , 
Reverent towar d woo d an d towar d stone ; 

What o f th e On e wh o despise d gol d an d show ? 
Dead H e ther e hangs , an d alone . 

Music an d staine d glass , an d cardinal s red , 
Incense, an d candleligh t gleam ; 

Pleasing t o ey e an d t o ear , thoug h i t be , 
Thou, Christ , ar t dead , i t woul d see m ! 

Have me n forgotte n th e tom b an d th e morn , 
While praisin g fo r Calvary' s tree ? 

Ah, Th y glor y shine s fort h i n th e triump h achieve d 
Over Deat h i n Th y grea t victor y ! 

Empty, th e cross , o f it s victi m an d sham e ; 
Thou ar t no t molde d i n lead . 

We worshi p i n gladnes s a  Chris t wh o no w lives — 
Thou dids t aris e fro m th e dea d ! 

Is i t possibl e tha t thi s On e ha s actuall y bee n raise d 
from th e dead ? I s H e reall y th e On e foretol d b y th e 
prophets? Yes , indeed , H e i s th e Perso n whos e birt h 
and lif e an d deat h wer e presente d almos t i n detai l cen -
turies befor e i t al l occurred . Furthermore , H e i s th e 
One th e ma n o f Go d addresse d whe n h e said , "An d 
thou, Lord , i n th e beginnin g has t lai d th e foundatio n o f 
the eart h ; and th e heaven s ar e th e work s o f thin e hands . 
They shal l perish , bu t tho u remainest ; an d the y al l 
shall wa x ol d a s dot h a  garmen t ;  and a s a  vestur e shal t 
thou fol d the m up , an d the y shal l b e change d :  but tho u 
art th e same , an d th y year s shal l no t fail " (Heb . 
1:10-12) . 

His earthl y beginning s wer e insignificant . Bor n o f 
an unknow n woma n i n a n ordinar y village , i n a n ignore d 
province o f a  despise d land , ther e wer e thrus t upo n 
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Him al l th e limitation s o f povert y an d lac k o f oppor -
tunity. H e ha d live d a s a n ordinar y youth , thoug h 
becoming a n extraordinar y man . A s othe r me n H e 
had bee n car e encumbered , lonely , an d hungry . Bu t 
more tha n othe r men , H e ha d bee n despise d an d for -
saken ; falsel y accused , arrested , scourged , crucified . 
Yet thi s i s th e On e wh o i n propheti c wor d ha s bee n 
given th e name , "Wonderful" ! 

Yes, wonderfu l indeed , is He ! Her e H e stands—won -
derful i n Hi s birth—wonderfu l i n Hi s life—wonderfu l 
in Hi s words—wonderfu l i n Hi s deeds . H e die d a  won -
derful deat h an d cam e t o a  wonderfu l crisi s i n Hi s tri -
umphant resurrection . Her e H e stands—Conquere r o f 
sin, an d death , an d th e grave . 

The entir e serie s o f event s surroundin g th e resurrec -
tion lend s itsel f t o dramatizatio n an d emotion . Th e 
crowded cour t roo m an d th e cowardl y judge . Th e sa d 
procession an d th e curiou s throng . Th e plante d cros s 
and th e sufferin g Saviour . Th e seale d tom b an d th e 
Roman guard . An d finally  th e momen t o f triump h wit h 
the ston e rolle d awa y an d th e grav e robbe d o f it s prey . 
The bod y tha t wa s dea d an d burie d i s onc e more throb -
bing wit h life . 

The whol e scen e stir s th e puls e a s on e fro m th e gal -
lery o f th e year s look s on . Ye t w e must remembe r tha t 
it wa s no t s o arranged . Ther e wa s n o galler y a t tha t 
time an d ther e wer e n o onlookers . 

Literature, music , art , hav e al l give n for m an d colo r 
to th e scene . Th e poe t an d painte r hav e unite d t o giv e 
us a  grea t theatrica l spectacle , an d unles s w e ar e care -
ful w e wil l b e occupie d wit h a n even t rathe r tha n wit h 
a Person . 
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Is i t no t sa d tha t Go d give s u s Hi s best—Hi s onl y 
begotten Son—an d th e churc h manifest s it s interes t 
more i n th e even t o f Hi s comin g than i n th e Perso n wh o 
has bee n here ? Go d gav e Hi s So n b y wa y o f th e man -
ger an d th e churc h i s bus y wit h Christmas . Go d gav e 
His So n bac k i n resurrectio n triump h an d th e churc h 
has onl y a n Easter . Go d ha s promise d tha t Hi s So n 
will retur n t o th e eart h an d man y ar e merel y lookin g 
for anothe r event . Ar e yo u lookin g fo r Chris t t o come , 
or ar e yo u lookin g fo r th e comin g o f Christ ? 

Old Testamen t Type s an d Shadow s 

The Christia n mus t neve r dissolv e int o nothingnes s 
the historica l event s an d incident s o f th e Ol d Testa -
ment, bu t a t th e sam e tim e mus t kee p befor e hi s min d 
that thes e bu t for m th e vehicl e fo r presentin g th e reve -
lation whic h finds  it s culminatio n i n th e Perso n o f 
Christ. 

The givin g o f th e Pascha l Lam b ha d meanin g an d 
value no t onl y t o thos e wh o wer e first  delivere d fro m 
death i n Egyp t becaus e o f th e applie d blood , bu t als o 
to thos e wh o late r i n Tabernacl e an d Templ e presente d 
their offerin g befor e God . However , it s greates t valu e 
was anticipatory . I t pointe d forwar d an d s o a s w e 
enter th e Ne w Testament w e see John th e Baptis t point -
ing t o Jesu s Christ , an d saying , "Behol d th e Lam b o f 
God whic h taket h awa y th e si n o f th e world. " 

You ca n se e tha t whil e Go d ha d give n the m th e lam b 
and th e ordinanc e o f th e slai n lam b H e wa s als o givin g 
them a  propheti c photograp h o f a  Person . Wit h thi s 
agrees th e apostl e Paul—"Chris t ou r passove r i s sac -
rificed fo r us. " 
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The ordinar y reade r o f Scriptur e will  remembe r th e 
giving o f th e mann a t o Israel . Go d mad e splendi d an d 
abundant provisio n fo r thei r physica l sustenanc e bu t 
He di d more . Liste n t o Jesus : "You r father s di d ea t 
manna i n the wilderness, and are dead . Thi s i s the brea d 
which comet h dow n fro m heaven , tha t a  ma n ma y ea t 
thereof, an d no t die . I  a m th e livin g brea d whic h cam e 
down fro m heaven : i f an y ma n ea t o f thi s bread , h e 
shall liv e forever : an d th e brea d tha t I  will  giv e i s m y 
flesh, whic h I  wil l giv e fo r th e lif e o f th e world " (Joh n 
6:49-51). 

They foun d th e miraculou s suppl y o f wate r fro m a 
smitten roc k bu t Pau l says : "An d [ou r fathers ] di d 
all drin k th e sam e spiritua l drink : fo r the y dran k o f 
that spiritua l Roc k tha t followe d them : an d tha t roc k 
was Christ " ( I Cor . 10:4) . Chris t i s i n agreemen t her e 
also fo r H e says , "Whosoeve r drinket h o f thi s wate r 
shall thirs t again : bu t whosove r drinket h o f th e wate r 
that I  shal l giv e hi m shal l neve r th i rs t ; bu t th e 
water tha t I  shal l giv e hi m shal l b e i n hi m a  wel l 
of wate r springin g u p int o everlastin g life " (Joh n 
4:13, 14) . 

In th e ancien t time s ther e wa s a  vin e cu t i n th e ston e 
over th e Templ e entrance . N o doub t thi s vin e ha d bee n 
reproduced i n th e reconstructe d temple , fo r Israe l i s 
the vin e o f Jehovah' s planting . I t i s possibl e tha t ou r 
Lord looke d towar d tha t vin e symbo l i n ston e whe n H e 
said, " I a m th e tru e vine. " 

Why ca n w e no t se e tha t th e Perso n o f th e So n o f 
God i s th e hear t o f th e Bible , th e cente r an d circum -
ference o f truth , an d shoul d b e th e actua l hear t o f ou r 
faith an d worship ? 
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In th e Ol d Testamen t God' s peopl e foun d thei r com -
fort i n repeating , "Th e Lor d i s m y shepherd. " I n th e 
New Testamen t tha t Perso n says , " I a m th e goo d 
shepherd." 

In th e Ol d Testamen t occur s th e dramati c stor y o f 
the serpen t o n th e pole . I n th e Ne w Testamen t w e find 
Jesus saying , "A s Mose s lifte d u p th e serpen t i n th e 
wilderness, eve n s o mus t th e So n o f ma n b e lifte d up . " 

Alas, th e childre n o f Israe l forgo t th e experienc e bu t 
kept th e serpent . Bu t i n Secon d Kings , durin g a  re -
vival unde r Hezekiah , "H e brak e i n piece s th e braze n 
serpent t o whic h they burne d incense. " 

This i s th e wa y som e peopl e trea t th e Cros s today . 
They worshi p a  bi t o f meta l o r wood , o r a  figure  o n a 
cross. I  hear d a  youn g ma n wh o ha d bee n wonderfull y 
saved fro m thievin g an d banditr y say , "I use d t o g o ou t 
robbing me n wit h Jesu s o n a  meta l cros s in m y pocket. " 
When h e go t th e Chris t o f resurrectio n i n hi s life , the n 
he was save d from dishonest y an d go t ri d o f hi s sin , an d 
his "religion, " too . 

New Testament Type s an d Symbol s 

If th e Ol d Testamen t trie s i n typ e an d symbo l t o 
point t o a  Perso n rathe r tha n t o a  serie s o f events , s o 
does th e Ne w Testament . 

If Abraha m wa s th e ancien t fathe r o f th e Jew , her e 
we meet One who declares, "Before Abraha m was , I am. " 

If Mose s wa s thei r rea l law-giver , her e w e mee t On e 
who quote s th e la w an d says , "Bu t I  sa y unt o you, " 
and "Mose s wrot e o f me. " 

If wisdo m i s a t stake , " a greate r tha n Solomo n i s 
here." 
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If me n ar e concerne d abou t a  priesthood , thi s ma n 
is "afte r th e orde r o f Melchizedek, " an d i f the y ar e 
seeking a  grea t Kin g lik e David , why , her e i s th e On e 
whom Davi d i n spiri t call s Lord , saying , "Th e LOR D 

said unt o m y Lord , Si t tho u o n m y righ t hand , til l I 
make thin e enemie s th y footstool " (Matt . 22:44) . 

"Abraham rejoice d t o se e m y day, " sai d Jesus . Di d 
He the n liv e in Abraham's time ? Ye s ! "Before Abraha m 
was, I  am. " I t wa s no t a  mer e even t whe n t o Abraham , 
sitting i n th e ten t doo r o n th e plai n o f Mamre , "Th e 
LORD appeared. " Oh , th e gloriou s theophanie s o f th e 
Old Testament— a nameles s guest , a  wrestlin g angel , a 
pillar o f cloud , a  stil l smal l voice , an d a  Perso n stand -
ing i n th e mids t ! 

Here i s th e entir e Bibl e presentin g an d picturin g 
the So n o f God , bu t ma n ha s merel y bee n thrille d b y 
events an d happenings . 

God woul d hav e u s kno w tha t H e make s muc h o f Hi s 
Son. Chris t i s th e ver y cente r o f God' s affectio n an d 
purpose. I f Go d think s o f th e universe , i t i s i n connec -
tion wit h th e On e b y who m al l thing s hol d together . 
If Go d ha s a  pla n fo r th e nations , i t i s summe d u p i n 
"the government shal l be upon hi s shoulder. " 

God i s intereste d i n th e Church—yes , bu t i t i s "Hi s 
Body," and God' s love reache s t o every individua l Chris -
tian a s H e give s th e On e wh o i s th e believer' s life— ˛ 
"Christ i n you , th e hop e o f glory. " 

How stubbor n an d shor t sighte d w e are ! Ther e wa s 
the glorious Moun t o f Transfiguration . Wha t woul d b e 
the reaction o f th e disciples t o such a  uniqu e experience ? 
I t i s sa d t o relate , bu t her e i t is—"Le t u s buil d her e 
three tabernacles. " The y ar e ignorin g th e Perso n whil e 
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they woul d memorializ e th e event . N o wonde r th e re -
buking Voic e said , " T h i s i s m y belove d Son , i n who m I 
am wel l please d ;  hea r y e him. " 

M a r y an d M a r t h a ha d th e privileg e o f a  visi t fro m 
Jesus i n thei r ow n home ! An d M a r t h a woul d mak e a n 
event o f i t . O f course , i t wa s th e grea tes t occasio n th e 
home h a d eve r known . B u t H e doe s no t wan t t o b e a n 
occasion. " M a r y ha s chose n th e be t te r p a r t . " N o t 
occupied for  Chr is t , bu t occupie d with  Chris t . N o t a 
celebration, no t a n event , bu t a  blesse d Person . 

Christ Presente d i n H e b r e w s 

T h e Boo k o f Hebrew s present s th e pas t , present , an d 
future o f th e lif e o f Chris t . Whil e her e o n ea r th , H e 
was th e perfec t sacrific e fo r sin . Concernin g Hi s sac -
rifice, w e r ead : 

"Neither b y th e bloo d o f goat s an d calves , bu t b y 
his ow n bloo d h e entere d i n onc e int o th e hol y place , 
having obtaine d eterna l redemptio n fo r us . Fo r i f th e 
blood o f bull s an d o f goats , an d th e ashe s o f a n heife r 
sprinkling th e unclean , sanctifiet h t o th e purifyin g o f 
the flesh;  ho w muc h mor e shal l th e bloo d o f Christ , 
who throug h th e eterna l Spiri t offere d himsel f with -
out spo t t o God , purg e you r conscienc e fro m dea d 
works t o serv e th e livin g God? " (Heb . 9:12-14) . 

Concerning H i s Pr ies thood , w e r ead : 

"For ever y hig h pries t take n fro m amon g me n i s 
ordained fo r me n i n thing s pertainin g t o God , tha t h e 
may offe r bot h gift s an d sacrifice s fo r sins : wh o ca n 
have compassio n o n th e ignorant , an d o n the m tha t ar e 
out o f th e way ; fo r tha t h e himsel f als o i s compasse d 
with infirmity . 
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"And b y reaso n hereo f h e ought , a s fo r th e people , 
so als o fo r himself , t o offe r fo r sins . An d n o ma n 
taketh thi s honou r unt o himself , bu t h e tha t i s calle d 
of God , a s wa s Aaron . 

"So als o Chris t glorifie d no t himsel f t o b e mad e a 
high priest ; bu t h e tha t sai d unt o him , Tho u ar t m y 
Son, toda y hav e I  begotte n thee " (Heb . 5:1-5) . 

Chris t a s th e H i g h Pr ies t , chose n o f God , present s 
H i s ow n sacrific e o n th e cros s t o God . 

This Perso n fills  th e horizon . I f yo u loo k backwar d 
H e i s there , fo r H e mad e th e heaven s an d th e ea r th . 
If yo u loo k ahea d H e i s there , fo r H e i s fro m everlast -
ing t o everlasting . H e i s als o aliv e a t thi s ver y hour , 
having take n Hi s plac e a s th e H i g h Pr i e s t o n th e r igh t 
hand o f th e Majes t y i n th e heavens , represent in g thos e 
who p u t thei r t r u s t i n Him . 

The aspec t o f Hi s pr iesthood , whic h set s for t h Hi s 
present work , i s foun d i n th e Epis t l e t o th e Hebrew s : 

"Now o f th e thing s whic h w e hav e spoke n thi s i s 
the sum : W e hav e suc h a n hig h priest , wh o i s se t o n 
the righ t han d o f th e thron e o f th e Majest y i n th e 
heavens" (Heb . 8:1) . 

"For h e testifieth , Tho u ar t a  pries t fo r eve r afte r 
the orde r o f Melchisedec . Fo r ther e i s veril y a  disan -
nulling o f th e commandmen t goin g befor e fo r th e weak -
ness an d unprofitablenes s thereof . Fo r th e la w mad e 
nothing perfect , bu t th e bringin g i n o f a  bette r hop e 
did; b y th e whic h w e dra w nig h unt o God . 

"And inasmuc h a s no t withou t a n oat h h e wa s mad e 
priest. (Fo r thos e priest s wer e mad e withou t a n oath ; 
but thi s wit h a n oat h b y hi m tha t sai d unt o him , Th e 
Lord swar e an d wil l no t repent , Tho u ar t a  pries t fo r 
ever afte r th e orde r o f Melchisedec: ) b y s o muc h wa s 
Jesus mad e a  suret y o f a  bette r testament . 
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"And the y trul y wer e man y priests , becaus e the y 
were no t suffere d t o continu e b y reaso n o f death : bu t 
this man, because he continueth ever, hath an unchange-
able priesthood . 

"Wherefore h e is able also to save them to the utter -
most tha t com e unto Go d b y him , seeing h e eve r livet h 
to mak e intercessio n fo r them " (Heb . 7:17-25) . 

Our Hig h Pries t an d Advocat e 

Christ i s th e Christian' s Hig h Pries t an d Advocat e 
today—living, interceding , an d representin g u s a t th e 
right han d o f God . Thi s i s exactl y wha t ever y Chris -
tian need s t o know , fo r i n Hi s presen t existenc e ther e 
is that whic h meets the past , present , an d future o f thes e 
lives o f ours . 

Christ crucified , risen , ascended , an d interceding , 
gives u s a  clea r conscienc e coverin g th e past , th e pois e 
of peac e i n th e present , an d quie t confidenc e concernin g 
the future . 

Every Christian , wh o know s anythin g o f th e si n o f 
his ow n nature , ca n brin g ou t fro m th e boo k o f memor y 
enough t o sti r hi s conscienc e t o accusation , excep t fo r 
the realizatio n tha t th e guilt y pas t i s care d fo r b y th e 
blood o f Calvary . Ther e i s enough si n back ther e i n th e 
past t o mak e an y on e o f u s miserable . Bu t tha t si n ha s 
been atone d for , an d th e assuranc e o f ou r forgivenes s 
and acceptanc e i s tha t th e On e wh o bor e ou r sin s i n 
His ow n body o n th e tre e wa s raise d fro m th e dea d an d 
is no w i n th e thron e roo m o f acceptance . Hi s offerin g 
was sufficien t an d Hi s intercessio n i s efficient . 

Not onl y th e pas t bu t th e futur e als o finds  it s en -
couragement i n Hi s presen t priesthood . A s Hi s bloo d 
avails foreve r an d throug h Hi s bloo d w e have acces s t o 
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the th ron e o f grace , t h a t boo n an d blessin g reache s 
t h rough al l th e future . 

T h e specia l nee d fo r emphasi s i s o n th e fac t t h a t th e 
work o f th e L o r d Jesu s i s effectiv e today . P e r h a p s i n 
the day s o f H i s ear th l y minis t r y ther e wa s th e fore -
shadowing o f H i s intercessor y work , fo r i n J o h n 1 7 
H e sai d t o th e F a t h e r : 

" I pra y fo r them : I  pra y no t fo r th e world , bu t fo r 
them whic h tho u has t give n m e ; for the y ar e thine . .  .  . 
And no w I  a m n o mor e i n th e world , bu t thes e ar e i n 
the world , an d I  com e t o thee . Hol y Father , kee p 
through thin e ow n nam e thos e who m tho u has t give n 
me, tha t the y ma y b e one , a s w e are . . . . I  pra y no t 
that tho u shouldes t tak e the m ou t o f th e world , bu t 
that tho u shouldes t kee p the m fro m th e evil. " 

On on e occasio n H e sai d t o Pe te r , " S a t a n h a t h de -
sired t o hav e you , t h a t h e ma y sif t yo u a s whea t : bu t 
I hav e p r a y e d fo r thee , t h a t t h y fait h fai l n o t . " W h a t 
glorious provisio n H e ha s mad e fo r us . N o t merel y a 
finished wor k o f redemptio n o f whic h w e hav e becom e 
the beneficiaries , bu t a  blesse d livin g Perso n wh o repre -
sents u s befor e th e F a t h e r , an d on e d a y wil l p resen t u s 
faultless befor e th e presenc e o f H i s g lor y wit h exceedin g 

joy-
I n al l th e s t ruggl e an d burde n o f th e presen t hou r 

let u s remembe r th e r ic h t r u t h s expresse d b y th e 
Apost le : 

"Who i s h e tha t condemneth ? I t i s Chris t tha t died , 
yea rather , tha t i s rise n again , wh o i s eve n a t th e righ t 
hand o f God , wh o als o maket h intercessio n fo r us " 
(Rom. 8:84) . 
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A fe w year s ag o i t wa s my privileg e t o visi t th e Hol y 
Land a t th e Easte r season . O n Goo d Frida y w e joine d 
the grea t crow d i n th e Churc h o f th e Nativit y a t 
Bethlehem. I n fron t o f th e altar , an d the n carrie d i n 
procession, wa s a  life-siz e wa x figure  o f th e dea d Christ . 
Realistic i t wa s wit h a  pal e face , an d th e re d bloo d 
marks o n th e bro w an d side , and i n th e hand s an d feet . 
Mothers hel d littl e childre n u p t o kis s th e Christ . I t i s 
a lie— a base , terribl e li e ! H e i s no t dea d ! Th e cros s 
and tom b ar e past . H e i s aliv e fo r evermore . H e wil l 
be your Saviour , you r Friend , your Advocate , and you r 
High Priest . Wil l yo u receiv e Him ? 




