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The people of God were not always divided into two camps. 
The split of the kingdom came at the end of Solomon's reign. Jer-
oboam I was the first king of the north, and Rehoboam the first 
king of the south. This story is recorded in 1 Kings 12-16. 

The name Israel in the Old Testament sometimes refers to 
the entire nation; otherwise it refers to just the northern tribes. In 
this manual the name is used in the general sense unless other-
wise stated. It is important for the student of the prophetic books 
to be acquainted with the audience of the prophets. In this lesson 
we shall learn about Israel's history and spiritual condition in the 
days of the prophets and also about the nation's place in God's 
sovereign plan. 

I. ISRAEL COMPARED WITII TIIE CHURCH

Broadly speaking, the great subject of the Old Testament is Israel, 
and the great subject of the New Testament is the church. Notice 
on Chart B how the structure of the Old Testament is built around 
Israel. 

1. In the Pentateuch (books of Law) is recorded the founding
of Israel. 

2. In the twelve History books is recorded the history of
Israel. 

3. The five books of Poetry were written by spiritual leaders
of Israel and contain instructions to Israel. 

4. The seventeen books of Prophets contain prophecies con-
cerning Israel. 

The structure of the New Testament in the same way centers 
on the church. 

1. In the gospels and the first two chapters of Acts is recorded
the founding of the church. 

2. The book of Acts narrates the history of the church for one
generation. 

3. The twenty-one Epistles were written by spiritual leaders
of the church and contain instructions to the church. 

4. The one book of Prophecy contains prophecies concerning
the church. 

There are many correspondences between Israel and the 
church concerning God's purposes in choosing them, promises 
given to them, and the conditions laid down for their blessing. 
Look at these on Chart C. 
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