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13

1

The Importance of 
Kingdom Living

AS DIFFICULT AS IT MAY BE to write this opening paragraph, it is 
equally as full of joy. I only say it is difficult because it reveals how 
long I’ve been on earth, over seven decades now! But it is equally as 
joyful because, as the Bible says, “Behold, children are a gift of the 
Lord, the fruit of the womb is a reward” (Ps. 127:3). That being said, 
my late wife Lois and I can count ourselves as highly rewarded. With 
four kids, we have also been blessed with thirteen grandkids and now 
four great-grandkids!

Each birth brings with it new hope and new expectations. What 
will this child grow up to live out? How will the Lord bless and use 
this new baby for His glory? Thoughts run through our minds as we 
cradle each new life. I’m sure you’ve experienced the same or similar 
feelings and thoughts. 

Families look ahead with excitement to a new child’s future be-
cause inherent in every birth is the hope and expectation that this baby 
is going to grow and develop. Once a child has been conceived and 
born, growth is anticipated, because that’s the way God designed the 
human body to work. No parents I know are content simply to say, 
“Well, we conceived a child, and that’s all that matters,” or “We have a 
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healthy baby, so it doesn’t matter if there is no growth.” Parents who are 
excited about the conception and birth of their child are also excited 
about seeing that child grow.

One reason that parents can tolerate the 1:00 a.m. feedings is that 
they know this phase of childhood won’t last forever. The same can be 
said for each stage of a child’s growth—and aren’t we all glad that the 
teenage years with their ups and downs and major crises every week 
don’t last forever? We grew past all those stages, and so will our chil-
dren, because growth is the normal and expected outcome of a new 
birth. In fact, if a child doesn’t grow, we want to know why. That child 
is taken to the doctor for tests to be run to try to identify the cause of 
the lack of development, whether it is physical, emotional, or mental.

Now if human parents are concerned about the growth of their 
children, then we ought not be surprised that God, our Father, is con-
cerned about the growth of His children as well. It is God’s desire that 
we all grow in maturity to the point where kingdom living is a natural 
way of life. If the Holy Spirit, using the Word of God, brought about 
conviction in your heart and you put your faith in Jesus Christ alone for 
your salvation, then God is your Father by virtue of your new birth. He 
wants to make sure that you are growing in spiritual maturity.

We’re going to begin our study of kingdom living by talking about 
the nature and importance of spiritual growth. But before we can be-
gin to build a solid biblical understanding of spiritual growth, we need 
to clear away the rubble that can come from confused thinking. There 
is an enormous amount of confusion on this matter of how Christians 
grow spiritually. We need to address some of these issues, because if 
we don’t get our thinking right, we can actually stifle instead of en-
hance our own spiritual growth, as well as that of others.

For example, some people view spiritual growth as primarily a 
matter of learning the correct biblical information. This group believes 
that if you attend enough Christian seminars, read enough books,  
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belong to enough small groups, and study the Bible enough, then 
growth in Christ will follow automatically.

I can identify with this group as a person who spent years studying 
the Bible in college and seminary. But any seminary student can tell 
you that studying the Bible and accumulating knowledge can actually 
lead to spiritual dryness and stymie growth if and when that “head 
knowledge” is not accompanied by inner spiritual transformation in 
response to God’s truth. I found that to be true in my case. After nearly 
a decade of formal study day in and day out, even going so far as learn-
ing the original languages of Scripture, I felt more distant from God 
than when I had begun. Spiritual maturity is not contingent on book 
knowledge. It’s entirely contingent on your connection with the King. 

Jesus said to the people of His day, “You search the Scriptures be-
cause you think that in them you have eternal life; it is these that tes-
tify about Me; and you are unwilling to come to Me so that you may 
have life” ( John 5:39–40). These individuals studied Scripture. They 
were the theological scholars of their time. Regardless, they didn’t 
know Jesus. Their study, even of the Bible’s accurate data, did not lead 
them to the One who is the source of truth and life.

Other people believe that spiritual growth is the result of follow-
ing a certain well-defined process. They want to know the ten steps 
to spiritual growth, or the eight surefire keys to achieving maturity in 
Christ. Lists like these often contain good ideas, but when you have 
a lot of steps to climb, you get weary after a while. And if you miss a 
step, you get tripped up and everything gets out of sync.

I’m not saying there aren’t some clearly defined stages or steps 
in our spiritual growth. The problem comes when we try to reduce a 
living process to a mechanical list of steps that everybody has to fol-
low. People simply don’t grow at the same rate, so a “one size fits all” 
approach to spiritual growth won’t fit everyone.

One other misconception about the nature of spiritual growth is 

KingdomLiving_INT F.indd   15KingdomLiving_INT F.indd   15 6/3/22   2:45 PM6/3/22   2:45 PM

Copyrighted Material 



K I N G D O M  L I V I N G

16

important to mention, because it has such a long history in the church. 
Most people in modern Western culture are inclined toward action 
and want to know what they can do to achieve a desired result. But 
another group of people is convinced that spirituality is achieved by 
what you avoid rather than what you do. These are people who work 
hard to give up certain things, deny themselves certain pleasures, and 
abstain from certain activities.

This approach to spiritual growth is known as asceticism, and it’s 
almost as old as Christianity itself. Some ascetics live in cloistered 
monasteries to escape the world and its temptations. They may also 
systematically deny food to their bodies and anything else that could 
be considered a worldly pleasure. They avoided them because they 
didn’t want to defile their souls.

During certain periods of church history, ascetics did spectacular 
and even bizarre things to try to conquer their sinful flesh and get 
closer to God. Some whipped themselves to punish their flesh, while 
history tells us of one man who went so far as to sit on a high pole for 
years to free himself from the evil world.

But asceticism by itself fails to produce lasting spiritual growth 
because our problem is that the sinful desires and impulses that mess 
us up come from within, from our hearts, rather than just from the 
outside. There’s nothing wrong with avoiding sinful activities and 
worldly lusts that inflame wrong desires. But even monks are prone to 
discover that we still have to wrestle with sin even if we are sitting in 
a bare cell in a monastery. 

If you have ever tried to grow spiritually using any or all of these 
methods, believing that they will do the job, then you have proba-
bly experienced some degree of frustration in your desire to grow in 
Christ. There is some truth in all of the methods we have mentioned, 
but the Bible’s teaching on spiritual growth is bigger and more excit-
ing than a list of dos and don’ts. My goal is to approach the subject in 
a way that is both biblically sound and applicable to your life.
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THE NECESSITY OF SPIRITUAL GROWTH

Getting a handle on spiritual growth is crucial for at least two reasons. 
First, it is God’s command and, therefore, His will for us. And second, 
the alternative to growth is stagnation and eventual deformity. There’s 
a good reason you won’t find a hymn called “Backwards Christian 
Soldiers” being sung in any churches. Failing to grow is not an option 
for believers—at least not if we want to please God.

It may help to begin with a definition of spiritual growth that will 
serve as the basis for this book. Spiritual growth can be defined as that 
transformational process by which we allow the indwelling Christ to in-
creasingly express Himself in and through us, resulting in a greater capacity 
on our part to bring God greater glory, be a blessing to others, and advance 
His kingdom on earth.

Spiritual growth involves more of Christ being expressed in your 
life and less of you. John the Baptist said it best. As Jesus’ ministry and 
popularity grew and John began to step into the background, John’s 
disciples came to him and said, “Do you realize what’s going on here?” 
( John 3:22–26). John responded, “He [ Jesus] must increase, but I 
must decrease” (v. 30). We are growing spiritually when more of Jesus 
is being expressed through us than us ourselves.

Spiritual Growth Demands Nourishment

It often helps to follow a definition with an illustration of what 
we’re talking about. One obvious way to illustrate spiritual growth 
is by looking at its physical counterpart. Going back to our topic of 
newborn babies, I’m sure you know that every infant not only wants 
but also often demands food. Everything within that child cries out, 
“Give me something to eat. I’ve got some growing to do!”

If you have ever heard a newborn baby cry out of hunger, you 
can appreciate the apostle Peter’s words of admonition to Christians: 
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“Like newborn babies, long for the pure milk of the word, so that by it 
you may grow in respect to salvation” (1 Peter 2:2). This is one of the 
best one-sentence descriptions of spiritual growth you’ll find in the 
Bible. We may not know exactly how spiritual growth works, but this 
verse helps us because it compares spiritual growth to physical growth.

The issue for a newborn baby is the development of the life he or 
she has been given. Now that may seem so simple and obvious that 
you wonder why I even mention it. But it has been my experience as 
a pastor that this key principle of spiritual growth is often overlooked 
for exactly that reason. Spiritual growth is not first and foremost a 
program or a curriculum, as I said above, but the nourishment and 
development of a life.

Now I can hear someone saying, “Well, a baby may not be fol-
lowing a program, but her mom certainly is.” That’s true. There is a 
well-established, proven program of nourishment that any mom 
needs to follow if she wants her baby to experience healthy growth. 
That’s why I said there is nothing wrong with various programs or 
steps as long as they are facilitating the growth of spiritual life. The goal 
of spiritual growth is to feed the life you were given by the Holy Spirit 
at the moment of your conversion, or new birth, so that you may, as 
Peter wrote, “grow in respect to salvation” (1 Peter 2:2). Paul put it this 
way: “We are to grow up in all aspects into Him who is the head, even 
Christ” (Eph. 4:15).

The point is that your spiritual DNA is complete because you re-
ceived the life of Christ at your conversion, and nothing can be added 
to Christ. Our challenge as Christians is to maximize what we already 
have, not run around and look for that which we don’t. 

Spiritual Growth Demands Relationship

As you know, a baby is dependent on other people for the nour-
ishment needed for proper growth. This demands a relationship that 
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begins even before birth as an unborn child draws nourishment from 
the mother through the umbilical cord. In this case the importance of 
that relationship is clear because the baby is feeding off of the mother, 
whose life is supplying life to the child. If that relationship is dis-
rupted, the baby is in serious trouble.

A child in the womb is not studying a book, listening to a teacher, 
or following a program. He or she is simply piggybacking off of a life 
that is, ideally, already mature and strong. As long as the umbilical 
cord isn’t cut or blocked—as long as the baby stays in right relation-
ship with the mother—growth will continue to occur.

The spiritual application of this physical truth is, of course, the 
importance of our relationship with Jesus Christ. It’s interesting that 
Jesus did not say, “I have come to give you My program,” but rather, “I 
came that they may have life, and have it abundantly” ( John 10:10). So 
if we are not growing as we should, even though Jesus came to give us 
not just life but abundant life, then maybe it’s because we have chosen 
to focus on the program rather than the Person. Spiritual growth is 
progressively learning to let Christ live His life through us, and that 
only happens by relationship.

THE INGREDIENTS FOR SPIRITUAL GROWTH

Since this chapter is an overview and introduction to our subject, I’m 
hitting the highlights as we talk about the importance of spiritual 
growth. Let me give you two ingredients of this growth as found in 
a key verse from 2 Peter 3: “Grow in the grace and knowledge of our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ” (v. 18).

These two things work in partnership to enhance our growth, but 
let’s be sure we understand once again that our growth is not in the 
grace and knowledge of a program, a denomination, or anything else. 
Our growth is inextricably connected to the person of Jesus Christ, 
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the One whose life flows through our spiritual veins. The supply of 
grace and knowledge we need comes from Him.

The Essence of Grace

One reason the grace of God is so amazing is that it comes up no 
matter where we turn to talk about the Christian life. We’re devoting 
chapter 5 to grace and its place in spiritual growth, so let me just give 
you the essence of grace and how it relates to spiritual growth.

Grace is all that God is free to do for you based on the work of Jesus 
Christ on your behalf. It is God’s inexhaustible supply of goodness 
whereby He does for you what you could never do for yourself. This 
is the ABCs of the faith, but we need to review it because the truth 
of grace seems to get lost so often when it comes to how we grow in 
Christ. That may be true because growth suggests effort on our part, 
while grace is a gift that can only be received and enjoyed, not earned. 
But the Bible says we are saved by grace, and we grow by grace. Or as 
Paul told the Colossians, “As you have received Christ Jesus the Lord, 
so walk in Him” (Col. 2:6).

If I were the devil and I didn’t want Christians to grow, I would keep 
them from drawing on God’s grace and drive them back to the princi-
ple of law to keep them in bondage. Romans 6–8 contain Paul’s classic 
contrast between the law of Moses and grace, describing in painful detail 
our complete inability to obey God’s commands in our own power.

Now Paul made it very clear that the problem is not with God’s 
law, which is “holy and righteous and good” (Rom. 7:12). The fault is 
with our sinful, fallen flesh. What happened under the Mosaic law 
is that when God’s perfect standard, with its requirement of perfect 
obedience, was applied to sinful and weak human beings, something 
had to give—and God was not about to lower or adjust His standard 
to accommodate our sinfulness. And since the law carried with it a 
penalty for failure to obey, we fell under the sentence of death.

KingdomLiving_INT F.indd   20KingdomLiving_INT F.indd   20 6/3/22   2:45 PM6/3/22   2:45 PM

Copyrighted Material 



The Importance of Kingdom Living

21

Paul also wrote, “The Law is spiritual, but I am of flesh, sold into 
bondage to sin” (Rom. 7:14). The reason this is important is that the 
law had no power to help anyone obey its commands. Law tells you 
what to do, but it doesn’t hold out a hand to help you. The law reveals 
God’s demands, which never change. But we need someone to give us 
the power to obey God’s commands.

Living under law is like living with a perfect person who takes joy 
in telling you everything you are doing wrong, but never lifts a finger 
to help you get it right. Under these conditions you will inevitably live 
an unhappy, defeated, and empty life.

We can see why grace is required for spiritual growth. Spiritually 
dead people can’t grow, but all that the law of Moses could produce was 
death because it was all command and penalty without the enablement to 
obey. That’s why Peter said if we are going to grow, it has to be by grace. 
And not just grace as a theological concept, but as it is related to Christ.

The Knowledge of Jesus Christ

As an author, I rarely ever receive one of my books in the mail 
from someone I’ve never met with a request that I sign the book. But 
when I speak at a conference where books are available, a lot of people 
come to me and ask me to sign their copy. The difference is that they 
have met the author, and so the book takes on a new meaning. They 
have connected the content with a person.

Peter told us to grow in the knowledge of Jesus Christ. We have 
His book, the Word of God, to learn from, and the Holy Spirit as our 
Teacher. In other words, we have everything we need to put the ingre-
dient of knowledge to work in our lives.

I have already mentioned how easy it is to get off track in this area 
and seek spiritual knowledge for its own sake. But that’s like a young 
man who carries around a boxful of letters from his girlfriend, content 
to read them instead of using the insights they contain to deepen his 
relationship with her.
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Our goal is to know Christ, not just know about Him. A lot of 
people can give you facts and details about the lives of their favorite 
sports star or celebrity. But there’s a world of difference between that 
kind of knowledge and having the person invite you over for dinner 
because you are good friends.

You can put the Bible in an honored place in your home, post pic-
tures of it on social media—particularly of underlined verses inside — 
and yet not know the Savior it speaks of. Knowledge is an ingredient   
of spiritual growth, but it is knowledge of a Person that we must seek.

To change the analogy, we could say that even though it’s good to 
use a cookbook, it’s even better to call Mom. Why? Because while the 
cookbook can give you the steps in a recipe, Mom can tell you why it 
didn’t work or give you a secret to make it work better the next time. 
Mom can bring the cookbook to life by her wisdom, experience, and 
loving touch.

Information about the Christian faith is critical, because our faith 
has specific content. But it is also critical that this information gets con-
nected to the living reality of Jesus Christ. So if you are serious about 
spiritual growth, the driving force must be pursuing a living relationship 
with Christ, which is deepened as you get to know Him better.

THE PURPOSE OF SPIRITUAL GROWTH

The ingredients in a recipe are designed to lead to a finished product, 
which can then be consumed to enhance someone’s physical growth. 
The ingredients of spiritual growth are also designed to lead to a prod-
uct, or an end result, which is the glory of God.

Reading further in 2 Peter 3:18, we come to a crucial phrase. After 
instructing us to grow in the grace and knowledge of Christ, the apos-
tle wrote, “To Him be the glory, both now and to the day of eternity.” 
This sounds to me as if God takes His glory very seriously. He does, 
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which is why He wants you to seek Him, know Him, and grow in 
Him, not just because it’s the right thing to do, but because you want 
to be a person through whom He can express Himself and display His 
magnificent glory.

I said earlier in my definition of spiritual growth that the goal is 
to expand and increase your capacity to bring God glory. You need to 
understand that God exists for His glory. Once you grasp this truth, 
it will revolutionize your entire approach and attitude toward spiritual 
growth. Many Christians are not growing, even though they desire a 
closer relationship with Christ and are doing things to facilitate this 
relationship. The problem is that their emphasis is on them and what 
they are doing, instead of focusing on God and His glory.

God said that He created mankind for His glory (Isa. 43:7). This 
issue of our bringing glory to God is so important that the Bible de-
fines sin as a failure to bring God glory. “All have sinned and fall short 
of the glory of God” (Rom. 3:23). That is, we are not sinners just be-
cause we do bad things, but because in our sin we fail to live up to the 
purpose for which God created us, which is to glorify Him.

This is spelled out in detail in Romans 1, where Paul explains why 
God’s wrath is being unleashed “against all ungodliness and unrigh-
teousness of men” (v. 18). Those who practice this evil fail to honor 
God or give Him the glory He is due (v. 21). And it gets worse, be-
cause the ungodly have “exchanged the glory of the incorruptible God 
for an image in the form of corruptible man and of birds and four-
footed animals and crawling creatures” (v. 23). They also “did not see 
fit to acknowledge God any longer” (v. 28), still another way of saying 
they did not give God the glory He is due.

The word glory means to be heavy or weighty, and it came to refer 
to something or someone of great worth. Those of us who grew up in 
the sixties used to say, “That’s heavy” when we heard something that 
was deep or made a lot of sense to us.
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When we glorify God, therefore, we are saying that He is a person 
of great value. We attach weight or importance to Him. Glory also 
has to do with the way that something attracts attention by the way it 
shines, so glorifying God means that we draw attention to Him and 
promote Him as worthy of all praise and adoration. God wants to go 
public, but since He is invisible, He has created people whose full-time 
job is to make Him visible so that the world might see and be drawn 
to Him. We glorify God when we reflect the light of His character the 
way the moon reflects the brilliance of the sun.

A company that really wants to glorify or show off its product or 
service will often erect a large billboard along the highway so everyone 
driving by will see it and get the message. A company that is intent 
on promoting its glory does not usually settle for a small ad buried 
online somewhere. The company may start that way, but the idea is to 
grow into something bigger so more people will be reached with the 
company’s message.

God says that your job and mine as believers is to be billboards 
advertising His grace to a lost world. And He wants us to grow so that 
we can display Him more. As we get up in the morning our prayer 
should be, “Lord, grow me today so I can show You as being bigger 
and clearer to the people around me. I want to glorify You by advanc-
ing Your kingdom agenda on earth.”

To advance God’s kingdom agenda is to bring Him glory through 
serving His purpose and reflecting His rule through our lives. For those 
of you who may not know, I define the kingdom agenda as the visible 
manifestation of the comprehensive rule of God over every area of life. 

The reason so many of us believers are struggling in this area of 
spiritual growth and having a limited impact in the world is that we 
want God to bless our agenda rather than us fulfilling His agenda.  
We want God to “okay” our plans rather than our fulfilling His plans. We 
want God to bring us glory rather than us bringing Him glory. But it 
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doesn’t work that way. God has only one plan—His kingdom agenda. 
We need to find out what that is so we can make sure we’re working on 
God’s plan, not ours.

The Greek word the Bible uses for kingdom is basileia, which ba-
sically means a “rule” or “authority.” Included in this definition is the 
concept of rule. So when we talk about a kingdom, we’re talking first 
about a king or a ruler. We are talking about someone who is in charge.

Now if there is a ruler, there also have to be “rulees,” or kingdom 
subjects. In addition, a kingdom includes a realm; that is, a domain over 
which the king rules. Finally, if you’re going to have a ruler, rulees, and a 
realm, you also need kingdom regulations—guidelines that govern the re-
lationship between the ruler and the subjects. These are necessary so that 
the rulees will know whether they are doing what the ruler wants done.

God’s kingdom includes all of these elements. He is the absolute 
Ruler of His domain, which encompasses all of creation. Likewise, 
His authority is total. Everything God rules, He runs—even when it 
doesn’t look like He’s running it. Even when life looks like it’s out of 
control, God is running its “out-of-controlness.”

God’s kingdom also has its “rulees.” Colossians 1:13 says that ev-
erybody who has trusted the Lord Jesus Christ as Savior has been 
transferred from the kingdom of darkness to the kingdom of light. If 
you are a believer in Jesus Christ, your allegiance has been changed. 
You no longer align yourself with Satan but with Christ.

And just in case there’s any doubt, let me say right now that there 
are no in-between kingdoms, no gray areas here. There are only two 
realms in creation: the kingdom of God and the kingdom of Satan. 
We are subjects of one or the other. Anytime you seek to glorify any-
thing or anyone other than God, you have aligned yourself with the 
kingdom of darkness. Glorifying God is our purpose as children of 
the King. As our purpose, it is part and parcel to our spiritual develop-
ment. If we ignore it, we will not grow spiritually. 
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What I am talking about here is a radical decision and passion to 
live for God’s glory. Once you decide in your heart that you are going 
to be consumed with God’s glory, your whole life will be pointed in 
this direction. It’s like putting on a pair of tinted glasses that color ev-
erything you see from that moment on. First Corinthians 10:31 puts 
it like this, “Whether, then, you eat or drink or whatever you do, do 
all to the glory of God.” God is passionate about His glory. Spiritual 
growth increases your capacity to bring Him glory.

One reason this commitment is so radical is that it is diametri-
cally opposed to the prevailing attitude toward God today, too often 
even in the church. What we see being promoted today is a “vend-
ing machine” God who gives us what we want when we select our 
choice, drop in our coins, and push the right button. In other words, 
too many people believe that God is here to glorify us—to make us 
more healthy, wealthy, and wise. It’s a simple transaction. You choose 
what you want, and then you reach into the divine vending machine 
and claim it from God. He’s obligated to respond.

Don’t get me wrong. God is not opposed to blessing you. But this 
is the by-product and overflow of our decision to live for Christ and 
reflect His glory. Don’t forget too that God’s blessing may also include 
trials and problems we would never choose for ourselves. But growth 
usually comes in the heat of testing.

And by the way, if you are pursuing a relationship with Jesus 
Christ and are passionately committed to bringing Him glory, your 
spiritual life will grow at a speed you never imagined possible. The 
reason is that your growth will take care of itself as you feed your 
soul on God and His Word, the way a child’s growth takes care of 
itself as he feeds and exercises his body.

We often say to a child or adolescent we haven’t seen in a while, 
“Look how you’ve grown!” That child’s growth is evident to all because 
his pants are suddenly too short, and his shoes no longer fit. That’s 
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what will happen to you when you are pursuing Christ and His glory. 
Your growth will be evident to everyone, and people will be saying to 
themselves, “Look how she’s grown!” They will be attracted to the life 
and love you exude and discover that God is the focus and the glory 
of your life. Christians aren’t growing as they should because God isn’t 
getting the glory He seeks and deserves from their lives. God only 
expands that which brings Him praise.

THE BENEFITS OF SPIRITUAL GROWTH

So what’s in this for you and me if we commit ourselves to grow God’s 
way? That’s a fair question. Spiritual growth includes God’s greater good 
for us. Peter asked a similar question of Jesus one day as he watched 
a rich man go away from the Lord with his wealth intact. “Behold, 
we have left our own homes and followed You” (Luke 18:28). In other 
words, “Lord, what are we going to get for following You?”

Jesus didn’t scold Peter for asking, but replied, “Truly I say to you, 
there is no one who has left house or wife or brothers or parents or chil-
dren, for the sake of the kingdom of God, who will not receive many 
times as much at this time and in the age to come, eternal life” (vv. 29–
30). Think about that promise for a minute! God is not a miser doling 
out tidbits to His children. It’s just that His benefits are of His timing 
and His choosing. They are not ours to demand. Jesus said, “Seek first 
[God’s] kingdom and His righteousness, and all these things will be 
added to you” (Matt. 6:33). God will meet the needs of His children.

Here’s another benefit of growing God’s way. In 2 Corinthians 
3:13, Paul said that Moses had to put a veil over his face so the Isra-
elites would not see that the glory on Moses’s face from being with 
God on Mount Sinai was fading away. Paul concluded his discussion 
with this statement: “But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in 
a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same 
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image from glory to glory, just as from the Lord, the Spirit” (v. 18).
Paul is saying that when we stare into God’s glory in the sense of 

focusing on Him, something amazing happens. We are changed into 
the image of God the way a person looking into a mirror sees the im-
age in the mirror reflected back to him.

Did you get that? God will change you when you make Him your 
focus. You’ve been trying to change—to shed that bad habit or atti-
tude. Your parents tried to change you when you were growing up, and 
your spouse has been working on you for years. But God says if you 
want to change, you need to stare into the mirror of His glory until 
you start seeing His image reflected in you. This is spiritual growth. It 
involves reflecting God’s glory and becoming more like Him as you 
and I advance His kingdom agenda through our various spheres of 
influence during our time on earth.

Where does your greatest good come into all of this? The Bible 
answers this in Romans 8:28, the familiar promise that God causes all 
things to work for the good of those who love Him. That’s the benefit, 
but don’t miss the purpose of the benefit in verse 29: “For those whom 
[God] foreknew, He also predestined to become conformed to the 
image of His Son.”

This means that even when things happen that don’t seem to be 
good for us, God is at work shaping and growing us in the process no 
matter what the trial or the mess. I don’t know about you, but I can’t 
think of a greater benefit than knowing that God has a good purpose 
in everything He allows into our lives. He wants to grow us even when 
we are being tested and tried. If you will prioritize the pursuing and 
glorifying of God, He will prime you for great growth, freeing you 
to enjoy all the rights, privileges, peace, and power of your deepened 
relationship with Him.
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