CHAPTER
1. The Bible

2. God . .

4. Man

4. Sin .

5, Christ, .- . .

6. The New Birth ..

7. The New Birth (cont’ d)

8. Salvation .

9, Grace

10. Faith

11. Heaven and Hell

12. Future Events .

THE CHRISTIAN LIFE

13. Results of Regeneration

14. Sure Salvation - )

15, Permanent Préser\{z!tion

CONTENTS

7

PAGE
11 -
15
19
94
28
33
40
46
54
58
62
67



8

WHAT CHRISTIANS BELIEVE

" CHAPTER

16.
17.
18.
15.
20,
21,
22.
23.
24,

Triumph over Temptation .

Christian Conduct .
Buried in Baptism .
Choosing a Church . .
Wanting God’s Will .
Prayer and Praise ..
Witnessing and Winning
Searching the Scriptures
The Life That Counts

PAGE

85
89
93
97

. 102
. 106
. 111
. 115
. 119



Chapter 1
THE BIBLE

1. INTRODUCTION

omeoNE has called the Holy Bible “'the divine

library,” and this is a true statement. Al

though we think of the Bible as one book, yet it is
made up of sixty-six separate books.

These books, beginning with Genesis and ending
with Revelation, are divided into two main sec
tions. The first section is called the Old Testament
and contains thirty-nine books. The second sec-
tion is the New Testament and it has twenty-
seven books. -

At the beginning of each Bible is an index which
lists the names of the books, and tells the page
.number on which each book begins.

II. WHO WROTE THE BIBLE? _
From the human standpoint the Bible was writ-
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12 WHAT CHRISTIANS BELIEVE

ten by not less than thirty-six authors over a period
of about sixteen hundred years. But the important
thing to remember is that these men wrote under
the direct control of God. God guided them in
writing the very words. This is what we mean by
inspiration. The following Scriptures clearly teach
that the Bible is inspired by God.

For the prophecy came not in old time by the will
of man, but holy men of God spake as they were
moved by the Holy Ghost. 2 Peter 1:21.

All Scripture is given by inspiration of God and
is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction,
for instruction in righteousness; that the man of God

may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good
works. 2 Timothy 3:16-17.
~ Thus the Bible is the Word of God. It is not
enough to say that the Bible contains the Word of -
God. This might imply that parts of it are in-
spired and parts are not. Every part of the Bible
is inspired. “All Scripture is given by inspiration
of God.”

Another important point to remember is that
the Bible is the only written revelation which God
has given to man. In the last chapter of the Bible,
God warns men against adding to the Bible or
taking away from it. Revelation 22:18-19.
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III. WHAT IS THE SUBJECT OF rI"Hl's’ BIBLE?

. Although the Bible is made up of sixty-six books,
yet it has one main subject. Christ is the grand
theme of Scripture. The Old Testament contains
many predictions, or prophecies, concerning Christ,
The New Testament tells of His coming.

IV. WHAT DOES THE BIBLE CONTAIN?

The Bible is the record of the world from the
beginning of time until the future when there will -
be a new heaven and a new earth.- ,

Genesis tells of the creation of the world, the en-
trance of sin, the flood, and the beginning of the
nation of Israel. From Exodus to.Esther we have
the history of Israel up to about 400 years before
the birth of Christ. The books from Job to the
Song of Solomon contain wonderful poetry and
wisdom. The rest of the Old Testament, from
Isaiah to Malachi, is prophetic, — that is, these
books contain messages from God to Israel con-
cerning its present condition and its future destiny.

The New Testament opens with four Gospels,
each of which presents the life of the Lord Jesus
Christ. Acts tells the story of the Christian move-
‘ment in its infancy and the life of the great apostle
Paul. From Romans to Jude, we find letters to
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churches and individuals, concerning the great
truths of the Christian faith, and practical instruc-
tion concerning the Christian life. Revelation gives
us a glimpse into the future,—to events that will
yet take place in heaven, on earth, and in hell.

V. CONCLUSION

*“This book contains the mind of God, the state
of man, the way of salvation, the doom of sinners
and the happiness of believers. Its doctrines are
holy, its precepts are binding, its histories are true,
and its decisions are immutable. Read it to be
wise, believe it to be saved, and practice it to be
holy. It contains light to direct you, food to sup-
port you, and comfort to cheer you. It is the trav-
eler’s map, the pilot’s compass, the soldier’s sword,
and the Christian's charter. Here Paradise is re-
stored, Heaven opened, and the gates of Hell dis-
closed. Christ is its grand subject, our good its
design, and the glory of God its end. Read it
slowly, frequently, prayerfully. It is a mine of
wealth, a paradise of glory, and a river of pleasure.
It will reward the greatest labor, and condemn all
who trifle with its sacred contents. It is the Book
of Books—God’s Book—the revelation of God to
man.” Selected.



Chapter 2
- GOD

No GREATER SUBJECT can occupy. the mind
than the study of God and of man’s relation-
ship to Him, i
‘ I. THE EXISTENCE OF GOD

1. The Bible does not seek to prove the exist
ence of God. The fact that there is a God is as
sumed throughout the Scriptures. The first verse
of the Bible is an example. “In the beginning God

- created the heaven and the earth,” God’s existence
is presented as a statement of fact that needs no
proof. The man who says that there is no God
is called a fool in Psalm 14:1.

2. However, even apart from the Bible,; there
-are certain evidences for the existence of God.
(1) Mankind has always believed in a universal
being. (2) Creation must have a creator. The

14
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universe could not originate without a cause. (3)
The wonderful design which we see in creation
demands an infinite designer. (4) Since man is an
intelligent, moral being, his creator must have been
of a much higher order in order to create him.

. II. THE NATURE OF GOD

- 1. God is a spirit. (John 4:24). This means
that God does not have a body. He is invisible.
However, He can reveal Himself to man in visible
form. In the person of Jesus Christ, God came into
the world in a body of flesh. John 1:14, 18; Colos-
sians 1:15; Hebrews 1:3,

2. God is a person. Personal names are used in
reference to Him. Exodus 3:14. Matthew 11:25.
Personal characteristics are ascribed to Him, such
as (1) knowledge, Isaiah 55:9-10; (2) emotions,
Genesis 6:6; and (3) will, Joshua 3:10.

3. The Unity of God. Scripture clearly teaches
that there is one God. I Timothy 2:5 (Read this
verse.) The false teaching that there are many
gods is contrary to reason. There can be only one
Supreme Being.

4. The Trinity. The Bible teaches not only
that there is one God, but also that there are three
persons in the Godhead,——Father, Son and Holy
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Spirit. This is a mystery to the human mind, but
although it cannot be understood, it can be believed
because God's Word says it is so. The word “trin-
ity” is not found in the Bible, but the truth is
found in the following passages.

. (1) Baptism of Jesus, Matthew 3:16-17.
(2) The great commission, Matthew 28:19.
(3) The benediction of II Corinthians 13:14.
The Father is called God in Romans 1:7. The

Son is called God in Hebrews 1:8, The Holy Spirit

is called God in Acts 5:3-4.

III. THE ATTR[BUTES OF GOD

It is difhicult to define God. One of the best
ways is to describe certain of His qualities or char-
acteristics. These are known as His attributes.

1. God is omnipresent. This means that God
is present everywhere at the same time, Jere-
miah 23:24.

2. God is omniscient.. In other words, He
knows all things. He knows every thought and
deed of man. Proverbs 15:3. He knows every-
thing that takes place in nature, including even the
death of a sparrow, Matthew 10:29. ‘

“Though limitless the universe, and gloriously

grand, _
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He knows the eternal story of every gram of

sand.”

3. God is ommpotent He has all power. He
created the universe, and now controls it by His
power. There is nothing that He cannot do. Mat'
thew 19:26.

4, God is eternal. He never had a beginning,
and He will never cease to exist. Psalm 90:2, -
5.God is unchangeable. I am' the Lord, I
change not.” Malachi 3:6. '

6. God is holy. He is absolutely pure and sin-
less. " He hates sin and loves goodness. Proverbs
15:9, 26. He must separate Himself from sinners,
and must punish sin. Isaiah 59:1, 2.

7. God is just. Everything He does is right and
fair. He fulfills all His promises. Psalm 119:137.

8. God is love. Although God hates sin, yet
He loves sinners. John 3:16 (Read this verse.)

Note: In speaking to God in prayer, we use the
words “Thou" and “Thee.” The purpose of this
is to show reverence for God. It is not proper to
address Him in the same way that we would speak
to our fellow-men.





