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The Gospel Truth
(Colossians 1:1-8)

1

Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, and Timothy
our brother, to the saints and faithful brethren in Christ who are
at Colossae: Grace to you and peace from God our Father. We
give thanks to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, praying
always for you, since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and
the love which you have for all the saints; because of the hope
laid up for you in heaven, of which you previously heard in the
word of truth, the gospel, which has come to you, just as in all
the world also it is constantly bearing fruit and increasing, even
as it has been doing in you also since the day you heard of it
and understood the grace of God in truth; just as you learned it
from Epaphras, our beloved fellow bond-servant, who is a faithful servant of Christ on our behalf, and he also informed us of
your love in the Spirit. (1:1-8)
Scripture describes the gospel with several phrases. Acts 20:24
calls it “the gospel of the grace of God.” Romans 1:9 designates it “the gospel of His Son,” and 1 Corinthians 9:12 “the gospel of Christ.” Romans
15:16 refers to it as “the gospel of God,” 2 Corinthians 4:4 charac
terizes it as “the gospel of the glory of Christ,” Ephesians 6:15 as “the
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The Gospel Truth

1:5

True godly love is illustrated in John 13.Verse 1 tells us that Jesus
“having loved His own who were in the world, He loved them to the end.”
He then showed what that love meant by washing the disciples’ feet (vv.
4-5). God does not expect us to feel sentimental toward each other all the
time. He does expect us to serve one another (Gal. 5:13).
There are two sides to the Christian life, both of which are crucial: faith and love. Genuine belief in the truth and experiential love for
other believers characterizes every true believer. We are saved by faith;
we are saved to love. True saving faith is more than a conviction of the
mind. It transforms the heart to love.
The Gospel Truth Rests in Hope
because of the hope laid up for you in heaven, of which you previously heard in the word of truth, the gospel, (1:5)
Hope is one component of the great triad of Christian virtues, along with faith and love.“But now abide faith, hope, love, these
three; but the greatest of these is love” (1 Cor. 13:13; cf. 1 Thess. 1:3;
5:8). Paul is thankful not only for the Colossians’ faith and love, but
also for their hope. Faith and hope are inseparably linked. We believe,
and so we hope.
Paul describes that hope as laid up for you in heaven. Apokeimai
(laid up) means “in store,” or “reserved.” Peter speaks of “an inheritance
which is imperishable and undefiled and will not fade away, reserved in
heaven for you” (1 Pet. 1:4). The writer of Hebrews speaks of “laying hold
of the hope set before us. This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, a
hope both sure and steadfast and one which enters within the veil” (Heb.
6:18-19). Hope is the Christian’s anchor chain, connecting him inseparably to God’s throne.
God established our hope by making us His sons. The Colossians became sons of God by believing the message they previously
heard in the word of truth, the gospel. First John 3:1 says, “See
how great a love the Father has bestowed upon us, that we should be
called children of God.” He will fulfill our hope by making us like His
Son: “Beloved, now we are children of God, and it has not appeared
as yet what we shall be. We know that, when He appears, we shall be
like Him, because we shall see Him just as He is” (v. 2).
One result of our hope is a willingness to sacrifice the present
on the altar of the future. That runs contrary to human nature. Young
children, for example, have a difficult time waiting for something they
want. My father warned me repeatedly while I was growing up not to
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The Gospel Truth Reproduces Fruit
it is constantly bearing fruit and increasing, even as it has been
doing in you also since the day you heard of it (1:6b)
The gospel is not merely a stagnant system of ethics; it is a living,
moving, and growing reality. It bears fruit and spreads. Hebrews 4:12 says,
“The word of God is living and active.”When the gospel enters a divinely
prepared heart, it results in fruit (Matt. 13:3-8). It possesses a divine energy that causes it to spread like a mustard seed growing into a tree (Matt.
13:31-32). Peter says it brings spiritual growth (1 Pet. 2:2).
The gospel has both an individual and a universal aspect. It is
both bearing fruit and increasing. Paul tells the Colossians he is
thankful the gospel had done both among them since the day you [the
Colossians] heard of it. He is grateful they believed the gospel message
when Epaphras shared it with them.
The gospel produces fruit both in the internal transformation of
individuals, and also in the external growth of the church. The two concepts are interrelated.The spiritual growth of individuals will lead to new
converts being won to Christ. That was the pattern of the early church.
Acts 9:31 tells us that “the church throughout all Judea and Galilee and
Samaria enjoyed peace, being built up . . . going on in the fear of the
Lord and in the comfort of the Holy Spirit,” and as a result,“it continued
to increase.” First Thessalonians 1:6 speaks of the spiritual growth of the
Thessalonians as they imitated Paul and the Lord.As a result,“the word of
the Lord has sounded forth from you, not only in Macedonia and Achaia,
but also in every place your faith toward God has gone forth, so that we
have no need to say anything” (v. 8).
The living gospel is the power that transforms lives. As it does
so, the witness of those transformed lives produces fruit, including new
converts. So as the gospel produces fruit in individual lives, its influence spreads.
The Gospel Truth Is Rooted in Grace
and understood the grace of God in truth. (1:6c)
Grace is the very heart of the gospel. It is God’s freely giving
us the forgiveness of sin and eternal life, which we do not deserve and
cannot earn. Christianity contrasts sharply with other religions, which
assume man can save himself by his good works. Nothing is more clearly
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mans 10:14: “How then shall they call upon Him in whom they have
not believed? And how shall they believe in Him whom they have
not heard? And how shall they hear without a preacher?”
As noted in the introduction, Epaphras brought the good news
of God’s grace to the Colossian church. They learned it from him. Paul
often referred to himself as a doulos (bond-servant) of Christ (Rom.
1:1; Phil. 1:1; Gal. 1:10; Titus 1:1). By referring to Epaphras as his fellow
bond-servant (sundoulos), and calling him a faithful servant of
Christ on our behalf, Paul connects Epaphras’s ministry with his own.
Epaphras was Paul’s representative at Colossae, backed by his authority
and that of the Lord Jesus. While Paul was imprisoned, unable to go to
the Colossians, Epaphras ministered to them on Paul’s behalf. He also
informed Paul of the Colossians’ love in the Spirit, a report that no
doubt brought great joy to Paul’s heart. Paul was thankful for the gospel,
and for the Colossians’ reception of it.
God gives us the wonderful privilege and sobering responsibility
of being His agents in proclaiming the gospel of His grace. May we be
faithful to share with others the gospel that has meant so much to us.
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