
183

NOTES

INTRODUCTION
1.  Tony Perkins, quoted in Edward-Isaac Dovere, “Tony Perkins:

 Trump Gets ‘a Mulligan’ on Life, Stormy Daniels” Politico,
January 23, 2018, https://www.poliico.com/magazine/story/
2018/01/23/tony-perkins-evangelicals-donald-trump-stormy- 
daniels-216498.

2.  Michael Horton, “Beyond Culture Wars,” Modern Reformation,
May–June 1993, 3, quoted in Ronald J. Sider, “The Scandal of the
Evangelical Conscience,” Books and Culture, January/February 
2005, https://www.booksandculture.com/articles/2005/janfeb/
3.8.html.

3.  George Barna, Think Like Jesus: Make the Right Decision Every
Time (Nashville: Integrity, 2003), 40.

CHAPTER 1
1.  Stanley Hauerwas, Hannah’s Child: A Theologian’s Memoir

(Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2010), 38–39.

CHAPTER 2
1.  Markham Heid, “You Asked: Is Social Media Making Me 

Miserable?,” Time, August 2, 2017, https://time.com/4882372/
social-media-facebook-instagram-unhappy/.

2.  Scot McKnight, The Story of God Bible Commentary: Sermon on
the Mount (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2013), 35.

CHAPTER 3
1.  Dallas Willard, “The Gospel of the Kingdom,” interview by Keith

Giles, August 2005, http://old.dwillard.org/articles/artview.asp?
artID=150.

WhatIfJesus-5.5X7.5-Pf3.indd   183WhatIfJesus-5.5X7.5-Pf3.indd   183 2/25/20   8:40 AM2/25/20   8:40 AM

Copyrighted Material



WHAT  I F  J ESUS  WAS  SER IOUS?

184

CHAPTER 6
 1.  Theodore Parker, quoted in John Haynes Holmes et al., Readings 

by Great Authors (New York: Dodd, Mead and Company, 1918), 18, 
quoted by Martin Luther King Jr., https://quoteinvestigator.com/ 
2012/11/15/arc-of-universe/.

CHAPTER 8
 1.  Caitlin Johnson, “Cutting Through Advertising Clutter,” 

CBS, September 17, 2006, https://www.cbsnews.com/news/
cutting-through-advertising-clutter/.

CHAPTER 10
 1.  John Stott, The Message of the Sermon on the Mount (Downers 

Grove, IL: Inter-Varsity Press, 1978), 52. 

CHAPTER 13
 1.  John Stott, The Message of the Sermon on the Mount (Downers 

Grove, IL: Inter-Varsity Press, 1978), 67. 

CHAPTER 19
 1. Antonin Scalia, “Justice Scalia on the Record,” interview by 

Lesley Stahl, 60 Minutes, April 24, 2008, https://www.cbsnews 
.com/news/justice-scalia-on-the-record/.

CHAPTER 20
 1.  Dallas Willard, The Divine Conspiracy (San Francisco: 

HarperSanFrancisco, 1998), 151.
 2.  David Livingstone Smith, interview, “‘Less Than 

Human’: The Psychology of Cruelty,” NPR.org, March 
29, 2011, https://www.npr.org/2011/03/29/134956180/
criminals-see-their-victims-as-less-than-human.

CHAPTER 23
 1.  Oswald Chambers, Studies in the Sermon on the Mount (Grand 

Rapids: Discovery House Publishers, 1960), 37. 
 2.  Dallas Willard, The Divine Conspiracy (San Francisco: 

HarperSanFrancisco, 1998), 167.

WhatIfJesus-5.5X7.5-Pf3.indd   184WhatIfJesus-5.5X7.5-Pf3.indd   184 2/25/20   8:40 AM2/25/20   8:40 AM

Copyrighted Material



185

NOTES

CHAPTER 24
 1.  Fyodor Dostoevsky, The Brothers Karamazov, trans. Constance 

Garnett (New York: The Macmillan Company, 1922), 54.

CHAPTER 26
 1. Ibid., 55.

CHAPTER 28
 1.  Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Dietrich Bonhoeffer Works, Vol 5: Life 

Together and Prayerbook of the Bible (Minneapolis: Fortress 
Press,1996), 90.

CHAPTER 29
 1.  Allyson Chiu, “More than 250 people worldwide have died taking 

selfies, study finds,” Washington Post, October 3, 2018, https://www 
.washingtonpost.com/news/morning-mix/wp/2018/10/03/more-
than-250-people-worldwide-have-died-taking-selfies-study-finds/.

CHAPTER 32
 1.  This quote is widely attributed to Oliver Wendell Holmes, but no 

original source has been located.

CHAPTER 34
 1.  Quoted in Timothy Garton Ash, “The Truth about Dictatorship,” 

The New York Review of Books, February 19, 1998, 36–37.

CHAPTER 35
 1.  Ray Pritchard, “Does God Lead His Children Into Temptation?” 

KeepBelieving.com, October 10, 2009, https://www.keepbeliev 
ing.com/sermon/does-god-lead-his-children-into-temptation/.

CHAPTER 36
 1.  Dallas Willard, The Divine Conspiracy (San Francisco: HarperSan 

Francisco, 1998), 202.

CHAPTER 37
 1.  Martin Luther, The Sermon on the Mount (Sermons) and the 

Magnificat, Luther’s Works, vol. 21, trans. and ed. Jaroslav 
Pelikan (St. Louis: Concordia, 1956), 155. 

WhatIfJesus-5.5X7.5-Pf3.indd   185WhatIfJesus-5.5X7.5-Pf3.indd   185 2/25/20   8:40 AM2/25/20   8:40 AM

Copyrighted Material



WHAT  I F  J ESUS  WAS  SER IOUS?

186

CHAPTER 41
 1.  From G. W. Offley, A Narrative of the Life and Labors of Rev. G. W. 

Offley (Hartford, CT: [s.n.], 1860), reprinted in Five Black Lives 
(Middletown, CT: Wesleyan University Press, 1971), 134–35; quoted 
in Albert J. Raboteau, Slave Religion: The “Invisible Institution” in 
the Antebellum South (New York: Oxford Press, 1978), 306.

 2.  Adapted from Skye Jethani, With: Reimagining the Way You 
Relate to God (Nashville: Thomas Nelson, 2011), 154–55.

CHAPTER 45
 1.  Henri Nouwen, Spiritual Formation (New York: HarperOne, 2010), 

73. 

CHAPTER 47
 1.  Quoted by Stan Friedman, “Greg Boyd: ‘Judgmental Attitudes 

Keep Christians from Loving,’” Covenant Newswire, CovChurch 
.org, October 11, 2006, blogs.covchurch.org/newswire/2006/10/ 
11/5189/.

CHAPTER 49
 1.  See Dallas Willard, The Divine Conspiracy, 231–32.

CHAPTER 51
 1.  Material in this chapter is adapted from Skye Jethani, “Stranded 

in Neverland,” Leadership Journal, April 24, 2009. https://www 
.christianitytoday.com/pastors/2009/spring/strandedinnever 
land.html.

CHAPTER 52
 1. C. S. Lewis, God in the Dock, ed. Walter Hooper (1970; Eerdmans, 

2014), 107.

CHAPTER 53
 1.  Mohandas Gandhi, quoted in The Wit and Wisdom of Gandhi, ed. 

Homer A. Jack (1951; Mineola, NY: Dover Publications, 2005), 15. 
 2.  Dallas Willard, Knowing Christ Today (New York: HarperOne, 

2009), 89. 

WhatIfJesus-5.5X7.5-Pf3.indd   186WhatIfJesus-5.5X7.5-Pf3.indd   186 2/25/20   8:40 AM2/25/20   8:40 AM

Copyrighted Material



187

NOTES

CHAPTER 54
 1.  See Jeremy Weber, “Christian, What Do You Believe? Probably a 

Heresy about Jesus, Says Survey,” Christianity Today, October 16, 
2018, https://www.christianitytoday.com/news/2018/october/
what-do-christians-believe-ligonier-state-theology-heresy.html.

CHAPTER 56
 1.  Adapted from Skye Jethani, The Divine Commodity: Discovering a 

Faith Beyond Consumer Christianity (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 
2009), 159.

CHAPTER 57
 1.  Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Discipleship (Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 

2015), 148–49. 

CHAPTER 62
 1.  The quote is attributed to Mark Twain although the source is 

somewhat dubious. Still, the sentiment is valid.

CHAPTER 67
 1.  Gordon MacDonald, “Dangers of Missionalism,” Leadership 

Journal, January 1, 2007, https://www.christianitytoday.com/
pastors/2007/winter/16.38.html.

CHAPTER 68
 1.  John Stott with Douglas Connelly, Reading the Sermon on the 

Mount with John Stott (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 
2016), 108. 

CHAPTER 70
 1.  This is my spin on C. S. Lewis’s brilliant “liar, lunatic, or Lord” 

argument found in his classic book, Mere Christianity (see the 
chapter “The Shocking Alternative”), to which many advocates of 
the faith are indebted.

CHAPTER 71
 1.  Mark Labberton, “Elemental Preaching,” Christianity Today, 

January 17, 2010, https://www.christianitytoday.com/pastors/ 
2010/winter/elementalpreaching.html. 

WhatIfJesus-5.5X7.5-Pf3.indd   187WhatIfJesus-5.5X7.5-Pf3.indd   187 2/25/20   8:40 AM2/25/20   8:40 AM

Copyrighted Material



WHAT  I F  J ESUS  WAS  SER IOUS?

188

CHAPTER 72
 1.  Dallas Willard, The Great Omission: Reclaiming Jesus’s Essential 

Teachings on Discipleship (New York: HarperOne, 2006), 19.

WA N T  T O  R E C E I V E  A  D E V O T I O N A L 

E V E R Y  M O R N I N G  F R O M  S K Y E ?

WhatIfJesus-5.5X7.5-Pf3.indd   188WhatIfJesus-5.5X7.5-Pf3.indd   188 2/25/20   8:40 AM2/25/20   8:40 AM

Copyrighted Material



WA N T  T O  R E C E I V E  A  D E V O T I O N A L 

E V E R Y  M O R N I N G  F R O M  S K Y E ?

WhatIfJesus-5.5X7.5-Pf3.indd   189WhatIfJesus-5.5X7.5-Pf3.indd   189 2/25/20   8:40 AM2/25/20   8:40 AM

Copyrighted Material



A  D A I LY  D E V O T I O N A L  F O R  T H O S E 

W H O  H AT E  D A I LY  D E V O T I O N A L S

WhatIfJesus-5.5X7.5-Pf3.indd   190WhatIfJesus-5.5X7.5-Pf3.indd   190 2/25/20   8:40 AM2/25/20   8:40 AM

Copyrighted Material




