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NOTES

	 1. 	Dave Urbanski, “NBC Edits Out Christian NFL Quarterback CJ Stroud’s Faith 
Proclamation Delivered During Interview After Playoff Victory,” The Blaze, January 
17, 2024, https://www.theblaze.com/news/nbc-edits-out-christian-nfl-quarterback-
cj-strouds-faith-proclamation-delivered-during-interview-after-playoff-victory.

	 2. 	Francis Schaeffer (1912-1984), a Presbyterian minister, is often credited with 
providing an intellectual framework for evangelicals to understand their faith and 
engage thoughtfully with culture. His landmark book How Should We Then Live? 
was published in 1976.

	 3. 	J. R. R. Tolkien, The Fellowship of the Ring (New York: Ballantine, 1954), 93.

	 4. 	Ibid., 55–56.

	 5. 	“What Is an Evangelical?,” National Association of Evangelicals, https://www.nae 
.org/what-is-an-evangelical/.

	 6. 	“US Adults See Evangelicals Through a Political Lens,” Barna, Culture, November 
21, 2019, https://www.barna.com/research/evangelicals-political-lens/.

	 7. 	Ibid., quoting David Kinnamon.

	 8. 	Will Carless, “After Convoy, ‘Army of God’ Rallygoers Filmed Themselves Harass-
ing Migrants, Report Says,” USA Today, February 16, 2024, https://www.usatoday 
.com/story/news/investigations/2024/02/16/texas-border-army-of-god-migrant-
hunters/72621328007/. The participant was quoted as saying “We’re illegal hunters. 
I’ve hunted a lot in my life, but I’ve never actually hunted people, and that’s what 
we’re doing now.”

	 9. 	See David French, “A Critique of Tim Keller Reveals the Moral Devolution of 
the New Christian Right,” The Dispatch, May 8, 2022, https://thedispatch.com/
newsletter/frenchpress/a-critique-of-tim-keller-reveals/.

	10. 	Kristine Parks, “Christian Pastor Dropped by Radio Network Stands by Ad-
vice to Grandmother on Attending LGBTQ Wedding,” Fox News, January 30, 
2024, https://www.foxnews.com/media/christian-pastor-dropped-radio-net-
work-stands-advice-grandmother-attending-lgbtq-wedding.
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	11. 	The 2022 ruling in Dodds v. Jackson Women’s Health is a landmark decision that
determined the US Constitution does not protect the right to abortion. “The Con-
stitution makes no reference to abortion, and no such right is implicitly protected
by a constitutional provision,” wrote Justice Samuel Alito for the majority.

	12. 	Choose Life: Answering Key Claims of Abortion Defenders with Compassion (general
editors Jeanette Hagen Pifer and John Goodrich) is a fine resource.

	13.	 Paul McClure, “Reign Above It All,” on Revival’s in the Air, 2020, Reign Above It
All lyrics @ Bethel Music Publishing, Essential Music Publishing.

	14. 	“7 Joyful Truths about Following Jesus,” Bible.com, https://www.bible.com/read-
ing-plans/20757-7-joyful-truths-about-following-jesus/day/2. Also, from AI Over-
view: “The Greek word akoloutheo is used in the New Testament to mean ‘to follow’
‘accompany,’ or ‘to be a disciple of a leader’s teaching.’ It can also mean ‘to imitate.’
The word’s primitive meaning is ‘to walk the same road,’ which is represented in the
English word acolyte.”

15.	 Rebecca Paveley, “Evangelicals Not Popular in US, Says Survey,” March 24, 2023,
Church Times, https://www.churchtimes.co.uk/articles/2023/24-march/news/
world/evangelicals-not-popular-in-us-says-survey.

16.	Brian Keepers, “It’s (Past) Time to Bury the Culture Wars,” Reformed Journal (blog),
May 28, 2022, https://blog.reformedjournal.com/2022/05/28/its-past-time-to- 
bury-the-culture-wars/.

17. 	“The Brand of Evangelicals: A Barna Briefing, 2019,” https://access.barna.com/
wp-content/uploads/2019/11/Barna_PerceptionsOfEvangelicals_WhitePaper_
v6.pdf.

18. 	“Great Is Thy Faithfulness,” Thomas O. Chisholm, 1923. Public domain. https://
hymnary.org/text/great_is_thy_faithfulness_o_god_my_fathe.

19. 	You can find this wonderful organization at https://www.alsfamilyoffaith.center.

20. 	“Sing the Wondrous Love of Jesus,” Eliza Edmunds Hewitt, 1898. Public domain.
https://hymnary.org/text/sing_the_wondrous_love_of_jesus_sing_his.

21.	 Clare O’Connor, “Chick-fil-A CEO Cathy: Gay Marriage Still Wrong, But I’ll
Shut Up about It and Sell Chicken,” Forbes, March 19, 2014, https://www.forbes
.com/sites/clareoconnor/2014/03/19/chick-fil-a-ceo-cathy-gay-marriage-still-
wrong-but-ill-shut-up-about-it-and-sell-chicken/.

22. 	Danica Coto and Jim Salter, “What We Know About the Young Missionaries and
Religious Leader Killed in Haiti,” Associated Press, May 26, 2024, https://apnews
.com/article/haiti-young-missionaries-killed-gang-violence-ba69910971aaa
0542233d6bd2a947d78#.

23. 	“Am I a Soldier of the Cross?,” by Isaac Watts, 1724. Public Domain.
https://hymnary.org/text/am_i_a_soldier_of_the_cross.

24. 	I also contrast agathos and kalos in I Would Follow Jesus (Chicago: Moody Publishers,
2005).
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25. 	Philip Jenkins, “How Many Christians?,” Patheos.com, September 27, 2017, https://
www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2017/09/how-many-christians /. Jenkins is 
citing The Rise of Christianity by Rodney Stark.

26. 	“Edict of Milan,” Britannica, https://www.britannica.com/topic/Edict-of-Milan.

27. 	“Constantine I, Roman Emperor, Britannica, https://www.britannica.com/
biography/Constantine-I-Roman-emperor/Commitment-to-Christianity.

28. 	Quoted in John Piper, A Godward Life: Seeing the Supremacy of God in All of Life 
(Colorado Springs: Multhomah, 2015), 253.

29. 	I write about these events in The Trouble with Jesus, drawing on Rodney Stark’s book 
The Triumph of Christianity.

30. 	Will Durant, The Complete Story of Civilization (New York: Simon & Schuster, 
2014), 602.

31. 	“This Little Light of Mine” is an African American song written in the 1920s. It was 
later adapted and sung during the civil rights movement. Public domain.

32. 	Shannon Najmabadi, “Midsize Cities Struggle with Snowballing Homelessness, 
The Wall Street Journal, December 20, 2023, https://www.wsj.com/us-news/
midsize-cities-struggle-with-snowballing-homelessness-5f15536f.

33.	  You can find out more about Naomi’s House at naomishouse.org. Some of the 
material in this account is taken from “Hope Lives Here” by Linda Piepenbrink, 
December 31, 2001, https://www.moody.edu/stories/grad/2021/hope-lives-here/.

34.	  Learn more about this ministry at https://www.hopeharbormn.org.

35.	You can find out more about Sheltered 91 at sheltered91.org.

36. 	I also tell this story in The Trouble with Jesus.
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