


SERMON Illustrations

Abiding
A DINNER plate left out overnight
will be hard to clean in the morning. an
alternative to scrubbing is soaking the
dish in hot water and dishwashing liq-
uid. Letting a dish abide in the solution
will allow a hard cleaning job to become
a lot easier. this is what abiding does for
christians. We are much easier to clean
up when we’ve been hanging out in the
right environment.

Religion says “scrape off the dirt.”
it tells us to apply elbow grease to fix
a problem. Relationship says “soak.”
Just sit in the hot water for a while.
abiding will set you free.1

Eph. 2:8–9; 2 cor. 11:3

SADLY, these days there are many
young ladies who are being coerced in-
directly into bad situations because
they meet somebody over the internet.
Even thirteen-year-old girls can be
lured to a location to meet somebody
they don’t know because they “fell in
love” over the internet. their initial re-
lationship with this stranger is only by
reading. Both parties sit at the computer
and read each other’s words, but after
awhile, the words take on life because
behind the word is a real, living person.
those words for a young girl grow
into emotions and then turn into actions
as she figures out how to sneak out to
meet him. those words take on life be-
cause the girl spent time abiding in the

presence of someone she couldn’t now
see.

you can’t see the Living god. he’s
a spirit, but he’s written to you and
wants to have an eternal love affair
with you. if you hang out there with
his words, next thing you know you’ll
be packing your bags to meet him.
you’ll have fallen in love with him and
have become transformed by abiding
in his presence.2

[transformation; god’s Presence] 
John 3:16; 15:3–5; Rom. 12:2

THE PLANETMercury is hot. Plu-
to is cold. Why is Pluto cold and Mer-
cury hot? Mercury is really close to the
sun and Pluto is a long way off. the far-
ther you get away, the colder things be-
come, but the closer you get, the hot-
ter things are. you may say that you are
not a Pluto christian or a Mercury
christian. Maybe you are an Earth
christian where things get hot and
cold. you may be a seasonal christian
who has changes depending on whether
it is wintertime, summertime, spring-
time, or fall. 

god is looking for some Mercury
christians. he is looking for some
folks who want to get close and stay
hot all the time because they stay close
to the s-o-n.3

[Discipleship]
James 1:8; Rev. 3:16 

I WAS talking on my phone one day
and it began going “beep, beep, beep.”
the beeping noise indicated that the bat-
tery was low. after a couple of minutes,

A
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12 ABIDING

i heard a clicking noise. the battery had
died because it had been off its charger
too long. in other words, it was putting
out with no refill and so it lost its power.
it lost its “anointing.” it lost its ability to
function at the level it was designed to
function at because it had stayed away
from its source too long.  

We can’t keep running on spiri-
tual empty and wonder why we’re only
limping along in the christian life. We
are regularly caught unexpectedly
on empty because we don’t stay close
to our source of strength on a regu-
lar basis.4

Phil. 4:13

A LOT OF people talk about how hot
it is in texas. the heat doesn’t really
bother me, though, because every-
thing is air-conditioned in texas. your
car is air-conditioned. your house is air-
conditioned. Every building you go in
is air-conditioned. so while you do
sometimes have to be under the sun,
and while you’re in it, it’s hot, most peo-
ple here just don’t hang out in the sun. 

actually, i’m a hot-weather person.
the hotter it is, the nicer it is for me.
Where some people like air condi-
tioners blasting in their cars, i prefer
to roll down the windows. i’d rather
have hot air than cold air-conditioning.
it’s just my particular temperament,
and i know something is wrong with
me, but that’s just the way it is. i don’t
mind hanging out in the sun.

that said, most people i know
don’t want to hang out in the sun.
they just want to pass through the
sun. What a lot of people want to do
with the s-u-n they want to do with
the s-o-n. they just want to pass
through. 

When you hang out in the sun,
you’re going to sweat. Why? Because
you can’t be under that much power
and it not affect you. if you hang out
under the s-o-n, you’re also going to
sweat. you’re going to sweat his
commandments. you’re going to
sweat pleasing him. you’re going to
sweat his Word because you can’t
hang in his presence without him
rubbing off on you. 

the way you know he’s rubbing
off on you is that you begin to walk as
he walks. you begin to pick up some
of his habits. you begin to pick up
some of his direction. you begin to
pick up some of his influence.5

[Discipleship]
Luke 6:40

I HAVE abided over the last twenty
years with american airlines. they
have been my airline of choice, and as
a result i have been awarded a level of
intimacy. that level of intimacy is
called Platinum. they have awarded my
consistency with them. that Platinum
card affords me various privileges that
come simply because i have the card. i
can ride first class if the first class
seats haven’t been purchased. i can
get bumped up simply because i have
this Platinum card and i’ve flown two
million miles with american over the
years. they’ve given me a card that says
i’m a preferred customer. they send
things to my house because they ap-
preciate the fact that i have abided with
them. they like the fact that they can
pretty much count on me to fly ameri-
can when i travel.

When i walk up to a booth, if
people are ahead of me, and first class
is full, they have a waiting list. if they
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tell me they have gold members in
front of me, i pull out my Platinum
card. My status bumps me to the top
of the list. i take precedence because i
have a deeper, longer, and more regu-
lar relationship with american than
the gold members do. 

however, once a man behind me
asked the clerk if there were any first
class seats. the clerk told him there
were, but then added that the first per-
son was a Platinum member and
would be awarded the upgrade first.
the man reached into his pocket
and pulled out an Executive Platinum
card. i felt like slapping him. to re-
main Platinum you have to fly fifty
thousand miles a year. to be Execu-
tive Platinum you fly one hundred
thousand miles a year. When i walked
up to the counter, they let me know
they liked me by putting me first.
When he came up they let me know
they loved him. his level of abiding
was deeper. 

some christians are satisfied with
gold status, others are happy with
Platinum, and yet others are after Ex-
ecutive Platinum. What kind of chris-
tian are you? We need to know that
until we are ready to make the com-
mitment of abiding, we will never
get all the benefits that occur with on-
going intimacy.6

[commitment; intimacy, with god]

SUNFLOWERS are beautiful flow-
ers that start off as tiny sprouts. the rea-
son sunflowers are called sunflowers is
because they follow the sun. the sun
rises in the east, the sunflower will point
east. the sun sets to the west, and the
flowers will point west. these flowers
throw off a lot of seeds. they are pro-

ductive because they are always look-
ing for the sun. they always locate the
s-u-n, and because they always are
looking for the s-u-n, they’re always
growing.

When you and i look for the s-o-n,
like the sunflower looks for the s-u-n,
then we will find the effects of his rays
softening our hearts so we can throw
off new seed, new life. it is our re-
sponse to the Word that determines
our productivity. abiding in our re-
lationship with the s-o-n will result in
the transformation and growth that
many christians are looking for.7

[transformation; spiritual Maturity,
growth]
Rom. 6:4

THERE ARE two ways to drink tea.
some people are dippers. they dip
their tea bag up and down in the mug.
a lot of christians are like that. they dip
in on sunday morning then dip back
out. they dip back in on Wednesday
night then they dip back out. But there’s
another way to drink tea and that’s to be
an abider. it involves the act of just drop-
ping the tea bag in the water and letting
it stay there. Without touching the bag
an amazing thing will happen. the
color of the water begins to change as
the influence of the bag in the hot wa-
ter effects change in the cup. a person
can just sit and watch the transforma-
tion take place because of the act of
abiding.

When you are a dipper you’ve got
to make things happen by your own
effort. you’ve got to move the bag up
and down, dip a spoon in and out of
the cup, wrap the string around the
spoon, jerk, and then pull. it can re-
quire a lot of human effort. But when
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you are abiding, the water changes all
by itself. 

once i was meeting with a guy
and we were both drinking tea. he
was dipping and pulling away. i just
let my tea bag sit. he told me that he
couldn’t let his tea bag sit in the bag
like that because his tea would get too
strong. that’s exactly what happens
when you abide. the depth of your
abiding will determine the rate of your
progress in the spiritual life. Jesus
wants you to stay there and experi-
ence the full strength of his presence.8

[god’s Presence]

AbundAnt life
A WHILE back i went to McDonald’s
and ordered a value meal. the cashier
asked me if i wanted to supersize my or-
der. he wanted to know if i wanted my
order to be bigger. i told him no; i just
wanted my regular-sized order. he
asked me again to make sure i didn’t
want my order supersized. i told him no
thank you, got my regular-sized order,
and drove off.

if you’re tired of regular or ordi-
nary living, god is offering you super-
size.9

Addiction
A POW IS a prisoner of war. he or
she is a person who has been captured
by the enemy and is held hostage in the
context of a conflict. the situation is
where the opposition or the enemy
now controls the movements, the ac-
tions, or the reactions of the person who
has been captured. 

Many christians are PoWs, pris-
oners of spiritual warfare. the Enemy
has captured them, and there ap-
pears to be no way of escape. they feel

trapped by situations and circum-
stances that the world calls “addic-
tions.” Whether it’s drugs, sex,
pornography, alcohol, codependency,
gambling, or food, they feel trapped,
and there seems to be no way out.10

Adversity
IN ORDER for god to bring out the
best in his children, he brings about
scenarios in our lives to build strength
and character. 

When building our physical bod-
ies, development takes on the form of
pumping weights, running on a tread-
mill, and participating in activities that
require tennis shoes. Workouts in-
volve some sweat, heavy breathing,
and perspiration because something
is being developed. god allows trials
and adversity to put us in gymnasium
situations. Just like the Father did with
his son Jesus, he creates a workout
scenario that includes a difficulty
that we must work through. 

a lady came to work out at the
gym. Everything about what she had
on said she was going to go for a
killer workout. she wore the typical
attire, the headband around her
head, wristbands around her wrists,
and had a water bottle on her side.
she stepped into a clear area and
bent down to touch her toes in order
to stretch. this woman looked very
serious about working out. she
grabbed some dumbbells, walked
over to a bench, and sat down. Lift-
ing the weights, she did a couple of
bicep curls, put the weights down,
and wiped herself off with a towel. in
an exasperated voice she said,
“Whoof! that’s enough for today!”
this lady looked the part but she had

14 ADVERSITY
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not truly come to the gym for a
workout. 

Many christians come to church
every sunday looking like they are
ready for a workout. We wear the right
clothes, sing the right songs, and talk
the right talk, but building real strength
requires real effort and a little sweat. 

god figures that we will not vol-
untarily go to a spiritual gym so he
brings the gym to us. adverse cir-
cumstances, cross-bearing situations,
difficult scenarios, and problematic
encounters all serve as opportunities
for christian growth.11

[trials; tests; character, 
importance of ]
Prov. 3:11; Phil. 2:12; heb. 12:6;
James 1:2; 1 Peter 1:6–8 

A CATERPILLAR is ugly, slow,
slimy, and it takes all day to go two feet,
but when it undergoes the process of
metamorphosis and the caterpillar be-
comes a butterfly, something beautiful
is born. Metamorphosis is the process
of something at work on the inside try-
ing to show up on the outside. 

there’s only one reason a but-
terfly can fly: its wings are strength-
ened by the work it does to break
through the cocoon. if a bystander
were to slit open a cocoon prior to the
butterfly breaking itself loose from the
cocoon, it wouldn’t fly. its wings are
developed through the struggle. no
struggle, no flight. 

Every christian is a butterfly wait-
ing to happen. a saint may feel like a
caterpillar or even think they look like
a caterpillar, but the idea is to work out
their salvation in the midst of adver-
sity because god is at work within
them to do his good pleasure.12

[transformation; trials; tests;
spiritual Maturity, growth]
Phil. 2:12–13 

Aliens
AMERICA has ambassadors. am-
bassadors are in a foreign land that is
not their own. they go away tem-
porarily to a foreign land to spend
time away from home. ambassadors
have to learn the language and learn the
customs, but they’re never to belong
there. they are just to live there in or-
der to carry out their mission.

in order to carry it out, they’ve
got to live there. in order to carry it
out, they’ve got to talk the language.
to carry it out, they’ve got to function
in the context of the people, but they
are to never forget it’s not where
they belong. the Bible says your citi-
zenship is in heaven.

What good is an ambassador
who doesn’t represent the home-
land? the problem is that today we’ve
got a generation of ambassadors who
like the foreign country. in fact, they
have fallen in love with the foreign
country.13

[ambassadors, for christ]
Phil. 3:17–21; 1 Peter 2:11 

WHEN HURRICANE Katrina hit
new orleans, thousands of people
were displaced. thousands of people
had to leave their homes and move to
other places. some moved to other
cities in Louisiana, others moved to
houston, other people moved to Dal-
las, not knowing when they could return
home.

Months later, many people could
still not return home and they were
frustrated. although they had places

ALIENS 15
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to sleep, food to eat, and clothes on
their backs, they were not happy.
although they had opportunities for
new lives, new jobs, and a new start,
they were not excited. although the
victims of Katrina had the ability to
send their kids to new schools, to see
new places, and to do new things, they
were not thrilled. no matter how
great the new places were, many
americans displaced from new or-
leans were frustrated. Why? Because
they were not home. it didn’t matter
how wonderful Dallas or houston
could be, these cities were not new
orleans.

as christians, we should never be
satisfied with the things that this
world holds. We should never be
thrilled with the things this world has
to offer. no matter how wonderful this
world is, for the christian, it will
never be home. We are aliens in this
world.14

[ambassadors for christ]
heb. 11:12–14

AMbAssAdors, for christ
I USED TO love the television show
Charlie’s Angels. First there was a tv
show, and then there were the Charlie’s
Angelsmovies. these three young ladies
would go in harm’s way for charlie.
What’s interesting is, they had never seen
charlie. charlie was invisible to them, yet
they were willing to do his bidding.
they would get a call and receive infor-
mation about what charlie wanted them
to do. they would go out to represent
charlie’s interests, even though it meant
difficult times for them. they were
charlie’s angels.

the word angel in the Bible
means messenger. the original greek

word is angelos. it means to be a mes-
senger for someone else. now if in-
visible charlie could get three ladies to
go in harm’s way for a man they had
never seen, how much more should
Jesus’ angels, messengers for Jesus
christ, be willing to go in harm’s
way to represent somebody they’ve
never seen? Even though we haven’t
seen him, we should be ready to
fulfill his mission and share his love
with others.15

[Witnessing]
2 cor. 5:20; 1 Peter 1:8–9 

Anger
A MAN said, “My wife and i promised
that we would never go to bed angry.
We haven’t slept together in seven
years.”16

[Marriage]

bAPtisM
WHEN a lady gets married, she puts on
a ring. that ring does not make her mar-
ried. she could be married without a ring,
just like you could be saved without be-
ing baptized. But what the ring does do
is serve as a sign that she is married. 

Many times when you see a guy
talking to a girl, you will see his eyes
go south as he is looking at the left
hand to see whether or not she has al-
ready been spoken for and belongs to
another.

i am certain that a wife who re-
fused to wear her ring would insult
any man. he would probably take that
as a rejection of him. the ring is more
than a piece of jewelry. the piece of

b

16 BAPTISM
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