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Notes

Chapter 1: Celebrate and Clarify Your Call

1.  Moody Bible Institute’s Today in the Word, November 1989, 7.
2.  Jason K. Allen, Discerning Your Call to Ministry: How to Know for 

Sure and What to Do about It (Chicago: Moody, 2016). 

Chapter 2:  Prepare for Three Years, Get Prepared for Thirty

1.  John Piper, Brothers, We Are Not Professionals: A Plea to Pastors for 
Radical Ministry (Nashville: B&H Publishing Group, 2013), 1.

2.  Kevin DeYoung, “Why the Church Still Needs the Seminary,” 
The Gospel Coalition, https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/blogs/
kevin-deyoung/why-the-church-still-needs-the-seminary.

Chapter 3:  Pick the Right Institution: What to Look For 

and Why It Matters 

1.  John Piper, “Choosing a Seminary,” Ask Pastor John, Desiring 
God, May 13, 2013, https://www.desiringgod.org/interviews/
choosing-a-seminary. 

2.  For more information on the Cooperative Program, please visit 
http://www.sbc.net/cp. 

3.  Each of these issues will be treated in more depth in chapter eight, 
“Plan Your Finances.”

4.  Piper, “Choosing a Seminary.” 
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Chapter 5: Guard Your Life and Your Doctrine

1.  D. A. Carson, Exegetical Fallacies (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker 
Academic, 1996), 23. 

2.  Ibid., 23. 
3.  B. B. Warfield, The Religious Life of Theological Students (Phillipsburg, 

NJ: P&R, 1983), 2, emphasis added.
4.  For more on the spiritual disciplines, see Donald S. Whitney’s 

Spiritual Disciplines of the Christian Life (Colorado Springs: 
NavPress, 2014). 

5.  David Mathis and Jonathan Parnell, How to Stay Christian in 
Seminary (Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2014).

Chapter 6:  Steward Your Time—It’s Your Most Valuable Asset

1.  Peter T. O’Brien, The Letter to the Ephesians, Pillar New Testament 
Commentary (Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 1999), 382, emphasis 
mine. 

2.  Ibid., 383.
3.  Stephen R. Covey, The Seven Habits of Highly Effective People: 

Powerful Lessons in Personal Change (New York: Free Press, 2004), 
136–37.

4.  John Maxwell, quoted in Dave Ramsey, The Money Answer Book 
(Nashville: Thomas Nelson, 2010), 87.

Chapter 7:  Get an A at Home, Even if It Means a C in Class

1.  Robert W. Yarbrough, The Letters to Timothy and Titus, Pillar New 
Testament Commentary (Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 2018), 
198–99.

2.  You can read more about the Midwestern Women’s Institute at 
https://www.mbts.edu/current-students/mwi. 

3.  Matthew Henry, “A Church in the House” (New York: American 
Tract Society, 1824), 50, 53. 
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Chapter 8: Plan Your Finances

1.  Dave Ramsey, The Total Money Makeover: A Proven Plan for
Financial Fitness (Nashville: Thomas Nelson, 2013).

2.  Art Rainer, The Money Challenge: 30 Days of Discovering God’s
Design for You and Your Money (Nashville: B&H, 2017).

3.  Larry Burkett, How to Manage Your Money: An In-Depth Bible
Study on Personal Finances (Chicago: Moody, 2002). 

Chapter 9: Hit the Books

1.  Donald Guthrie, Pastoral Epistles: An Introduction and Commentary, 
vol. 14, Tyndale New Testament Commentaries (Downers Grove,
IL: InterVarsity Press, 1990), 164–65.

2.  R. C. Sproul, Knowing Scripture (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity
Press, 2009), 20.

3.  For example, if you have 5,000 pages of reading to complete in a
16-week semester, then you would divide 5,000 by 112 (16 weeks
is 112 days). But, let’s say you want to have your reading com-
pleted in 13 weeks so you can have extra time to work on your
final papers. Then, you would divide 5,000 by 91, which equals
roughly 55. So, according to this plan, you could have all your
reading done in 13 weeks by reading 55 pages a day. 

4.  The Complete Works of C. H. Spurgeon, vol. 9, Sermons 487 to 546
(Harrington, DE: Delmarva Publications, 2013).

Chapter 10: Know Yourself

1.  John Calvin, Institutes of the Christian Religion, I.1.i.

Chapter 11: Develop a Band of Brothers (or Sisters)

1.  Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Life Together: The Classic Exploration of
Christian Community (New York: HarperCollins, 1954), 17–18. 

2.  Ibid., 19. 
3.  William Shakespeare, Henry V, IV. 3. 62–65.
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Chapter 12: Get Placed

1.  The Complete Works of C. H. Spurgeon, Volume 30: Sermons 1757–
1815 (Harrington, DE: Delmarva Publications, 2015).

Conclusion: Seminary Is a Step of Faith. Take It!

1.  Jason K. Allen, Discerning Your Call to Ministry: How to Know for 
Sure and What to Do about It (Chicago: Moody, 2016).

2.  Brian Croft, quoted in The Call to Ministry (Louisville, KY:  
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary Press, 2013), 14, https:// 
sbts-wordpress-uploads.s3.amazonaws.com/sbts/uploads/ 
2014/05/CO-385-2013-Are-you-called-Journal-Writeable.pdf.
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