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NOTES

C H A P T E R  1 :  N O  G R E AT E R  LOV E

	 1. 	�All names in this book are real names. Stories about named friends are 
told with their permission.

	 2. 	�Melanie Stefan, “A CV of Failures,” Nature 468, no. 467 (November 
2010): https://www.nature.com/articles/nj7322-467a.

	 3. 	�Johannes Haushofer, “CV of Failures,” https://www.uni-goettingen.de/
de/document/download/bed2706fd34e29822004dbe29cd00bb5.pdf/
Johannes_Haushofer_CV_of_Failures[1].pdf.

	 4. 	�C. S. Lewis, The Four Loves, in C. S. Lewis Signature Classics: An Anthol-
ogy (New York: HarperOne, 2017), 780.

	 5. 	Aristotle, Nicomachean Ethics 8.1155a.
	 6. 	Aristotle, Nicomachean Ethics, book 8.
	 7. 	Lewis, The Four Loves, 780.
	 8. 	�Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Letters and Papers from Prison, trans. Isabel Best  

et al. (Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 2015), 510–11.
	 9. 	�Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Life Together, trans. John W. Doberstein (New 

York: HarperOne, 1954), 26–27.
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10. 	See also, for example, Luke 14:12; Luke 15:6, 9; John 3:29.
11. 	�Daniel K. Eng, “‘I Call You Friends’: Jesus as Patron in John 15,” 

Themelios 46, no. 1 (April 2021): https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/
themelios/article/i-call-you-friends-jesus-as-patron-in-john-15/. 

12. 	�The standard Greek lexicon of the New Testament defines hetairos as “a 
person who has something in common with others and enjoys associa-
tion, but not necessarily at the level of a philos.”

C H A P T E R  2 :  N O N T R A D I T I O N A L  FA M I LY

	 1. 	�Joseph H. Hellerman, When the Church Was a Family: Recapturing 
Jesus’ Vision for Authentic Christian Community (Nashville: B&H 
Academic, 2009), 35.

	 2. 	�Danielle Treweek, The Meaning of Singleness (Downers Grove, IL: 
InterVarsity Press, 2023), 232.

	 3. 	�Rebecca McLaughlin, “Why I Don’t Sit with My Husband in Church: 
Five Reasons to Separate from Your Spouse—and Sometimes Your 
Kids—on Sunday Mornings,” Christianity Today, April 19, 2018, https://
www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2018/april-web-only/why-i-dont-sit-
with-my-husband-at-church.html.

	 4. 	�Rebecca McLaughlin, “Make Sunday Mornings Uncomfortable: Three 
Rules of Engagement at Church,” Desiring God, August 4, 2019, https://
www.desiringgod.org/articles/make-sunday-mornings-uncomfortable.

	 5. 	�See, for example, 1 Corinthians 5:1–13; 2 Corinthians 2:6; Galatians 6:1;  
Ephesians 5:11; 1 Thessalonians 5:14; 2 Thessalonians 3:6–15; 1 Timo-
thy 5:19–20; 2 Timothy 3:5; and Titus 3:9–11.

C H A P T E R  3 :  M Y  V E RY  H E A R T

	 1. 	�Marisa G. Franco, Platonic: How the Science of Attachment Can Help 
You Make—and Keep—Friends (New York: Putnam, 2022), 242.

	 2. 	�John uses agapaō every time he is describing himself this way except in 
John 20:2, when he uses phileō.

	 3. 	�In a chapter on slavery in my first book, Confronting Christianity, I 
explored what this letter does and doesn’t tell us about Paul’s view of 
slavery.
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	 4. 	� See Daniel A. Cox, “The State of American Friendship: Change, Chal- 
lenges, and Loss: Findings from the May 2021 American Perspectives  
Survey,” Survey Center on American Life, June 8, 2021, https://www 
.americansurveycenter.org/research/the-state-of-american-friendship- 
change-challenges-and-loss/.

	 5. 	Franco, Platonic, 15.
	 6.	 Franco, Platonic, 244.

C H A P T E R  4 :  C O M R A D E S  I N  A R M S

	 1. 	J. R. R. Tolkien, The Two Towers (New York: Ballentine Books, 2012), 257.
	 2. 	�“During the course of the first century, the minimum term of service 

for legionaries rose from sixteen years plus four years as reservists to 
twenty years plus five years as reservists.” Dictionary of New Testament 
Background, ed. Craig A Evans and Stanley E. Porter (Downers Grove, 
IL: InterVarsity Press, 2000), 994.

	 3. 	�J. R. R. Tolkien to Clyde S. Kilby, December 18, 1965, in The Letters of 
J. R. R. Tolkien, ed. Humphrey Carpenter (Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 
2000), 366.

	 4. 	Tolkien, The Two Towers, 363–64.

C H A P T E R  5 :  T H E  I N N E R  R I N G

	 1. 	�C. S. Lewis, “The Inner Ring,” Memorial Lecture at King’s College, 
University of London, 1944, https://www.lewissociety.org/innerring/.

	 2. 	�Curt Thompson, The Soul of Shame: Retelling the Stories We Believe 
about Ourselves (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 2015), 138.

	 3. 	Lewis, “The Inner Ring.”

C H A P T E R  7:  YO U R  U N E X P LO R E D  S E L F

	 1. 	�Russell Moore, “Will a Happy Marriage Prevent an Affair?,” Russell  
Moore (blog), September 14, 2017, https://www.russellmoore.com/ 
2017/09/14/will-happy-marriage-prevent-affair/.

	 2. 	�Esther Perel, “Why Happy People Cheat: A Good Marriage Is No  
Guarantee against Infidelity,” The Atlantic, October 2017, https://www 
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.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2017/10/why-happy-people-cheat/ 
537882/.

	 3. 	�Sarah Lyall, “Esther Perel’s Business Is Your Business,” New York Times, 
March 26, 2023, https://www.nytimes.com/2023/03/26/business/
esther-perel-couples-therapy.html?smid=tw-nytimes&smtyp=cur.

	 4. 	�See, for example, A. Bruk, S. G. Scholl, and H. Bless, “Beautiful Mess 
Effect: Self—Other Differences in Evaluation of Showing Vulnerability,” 
Journal of Personality and Social Psychology 115, no. 2 (2018): 192–205, 
https://doi.org/10.1037/pspa0000120.

	 5. 	�Julie Beck, “The Friendship Files,” The Atlantic, https://www.theatlantic 
.com/projects/friendship-files/.

	 6.	� Marisa G. Franco, Platonic: How the Science of Attachment Can Help 
You Make—and Keep—Friends (New York: Putnam, 2022), 24.

	 7. 	Franco, Platonic, 26.
	 8. 	Franco, Platonic, 72–73.

C H A P T E R  8 :  B R O T H E R S  A N D  S I S T E R S

	 1. 	Billy Graham, Just As I Am (San Francisco: HarperOne, 1997), 128.
	 2. 	�It is possible that John gives us a counter example, when he begins his 

second letter, “The elder to the elect lady and her children, whom I love 
in truth” (2 John 1). While John may have been addressing an individual 
woman and her children, it is more likely that this is a literary way of 
addressing a whole church.

	 3. 	�Soumaya Keynes, “What’s the Best Age Gap in a Relationship?,” The  
Economist, June 26, 2017, https://www.economist.com/1843/2017/ 
06/26/whats-the-best-age-gap-in-a-relationship.

	 4. 	�Rachel Gilson, Born Again This Way: Coming Out, Coming to Faith, and 
What Comes Next (Charlotte, NC: The Good Book Company, 2020), 76.

C H A P T E R  1 0 :  L I F E  T O G E T H E R

	 1. 	�Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Life Together: The Classic Exploration of Christian 
Community, trans. John W. Doberstein (New York: HarperOne, 1954), 26.

	 2. 	Bonhoeffer, Life Together, 26–27.
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