
Notes

Chapter 1: Roses Are Big

	 1. 	� I want to be clear about something. I’m not attributing the fact that I 
was detained on the street as a possible suspect in a crime to “racism.” 
It’s perfectly logical to me that if a crime occurred in the vicinity where I 
happened to be walking that day and I also happened to fit the descrip-
tion of the suspect based on what was ascertained from eyewitnesses, 
then the officer on duty had an obligation to determine if I was, in fact, 
the perpetrator of the crime. That’s just good police work. (The problem 
is that “fit the description” has been used as a pretext for illegal stops 
and searches of young Black and Brown men for who knows how long.) 
I won’t even assume that Officer Shut Up, who was White, spoke to me 
that way because he’s a “racist.” He might have said the same exact thing 
if I was a White suspect. It’s really only what the sergeant, who was also 
White, said to me—more than that, the way he said it—that caused me 
to file this under the “racism” section of my experiential rolodex.
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  Chapter 8: Father Abraham Had Many Sons

	 1. 	� Petrus Antonius Laurentius Kantner (Pierre Kartner), “Vader Abraham,” 
(Father Abraham). 

	 2. 	� Shai Linne, “God Made Me and You,” track 3 on Jesus Kids, SDGFella 
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Chapter 9: Ethnicity and Justification
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Chapter 11: Agree in the Lord

	 1. 	� This recap tells how the stories played out over many months, and I 
referred to a variety of internet sources to gather the information. 

	 2. 	� See Divided by Faith: Evangelical Religion and the Problem of Race in 
America by Michael Emerson and Christian Smith (Cambridge, MA: 
Oxford University Press, 2000). Sympathy is necessary in order to 
bridge those gaps.

	 3. 	� Excerpted from the Nicene Creed (transl. © 1988, Faith Alive Christian 
Resources/Christian Reformed Church in North America). All rights 
reserved worldwide. Used with permission.
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Chapter 12: We Got Some Work to Do

1. 	�Frederick Douglass, The Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, an 
American Slave (Boston: published at the Anti-Slavery Office, No. 25, 
Cornhill, 1849), 118. 
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NJ: P&R Publishing, 1982), 12.

3. 	�The Westminster Confession of Faith: Together with the Larger Catechism 
and the Shorter Catechism with the Scripture Proofs, 3rd ed. (Atlanta: 
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4. John Owen, The Glory of Christ (Chicago: Moody, 1949), 99. 
5. 	�“Stricken, Smitten and Afflicted,” from the Trinity Hymnal, rev. ed. (Su-

wanee, GA: Great Commission Publications, 1990), 257.

Epilogue: Soon and Very Soon

1. 	�See Divided by Faith: Evangelical Religion and the Problem of Race in 
America by Michael Emerson and Christian Smith (Cambridge, MA: 
Oxford University Press, 2000). 

2. 	�M. Night Shyamalan, The Sixth Sense, directed by M. Night Shyamalan 
(Burbank, CA: Buena Vista Pictures, 1999), film.

3. I first heard this articulated by Tim Keller. Shout out to TK.
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