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NOTES

 1.  “Bowhead Whale,” American Cetacean Society, https://www 
.acsonline.org/bowhead-whale. 

 2.   The Hunt for Fang is book 2 in the Tree Street Kids series. But 
you probably know that already.

 3.   Technically this quote is from the movie (TriStar, 1996) based 
on the book Matilda by Roald Dahl. The book is even better.

 4.   Mildred Taylor, Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry (London: Puffin 
Books, 2004).

 5.   “10 Great Lakes Fun Facts You May Not Know,” Pure Michi- 
gan, https://www.michigan.org/article/trip-idea/great-lakes- 
fun-facts.

 6.   Piyush Jain, “10 Things You Didn’t Know About the Michigan 
Triangle,” The Travel, September 30, 2019, https://www 
.thetravel.com/michigan-triangle-things-didnt-know. 

 7.   This wagon was inspired by the one Moody Publishers used in  
the early days when it was known as Bible Institute Colportage  
Association. See the photo on page 173.

 8.  “Colportage” (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Colportage) and 
“colporter” come from combining the French word comporter, 
“to carry” or “to peddle/sell,” and the word col, from the Latin 
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word collum, or “neck” (https://www.merriam-webster.com/
dictionary/colporteur).

 9.   “The Pack Horse Librarians of Eastern Kentucky,” Special  
Series: The Keepers, NPR, September 13, 2018, https://www 
.npr.org/2018/09/13/647329067/the-pack-horse-librarians-of- 
eastern-kentucky. 

10.   “The Big Apple: How NYC Got Its Name,” https://www 
.tripsavvy.com/why-is-nyc-the-big-apple-1612060.

11.   E. B. White, Charlotte’s Web (New York: HarperCollins Pub-
lishers; Reprint edition, 2012), 173.

12.   Frederick Douglass, Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, 
an American Slave (New York: Signet Classics, 2005), 76.

13.   Rudyard Kipling, The Jungle Book (Hertfordshire, UK: Words- 
worth, 2004), 176.

14.   Shel Silverstein, “How Many, How Much,” A Light in the Attic 
(New York: HarperCollins, 1981), 8. 

15.   My Polish friend Diane tells me that the correct way to 
pronounce this is ko-WAHCH-kee. The pronunciation has 
been Americanized to ko-LAHCH-kee. Whichever way it’s 
pronounced, it’s delicious.

16.   The idea for this conversation came from the wonderful  
devotional The Mother and Son Prayer Journal, chapter 12, 
“The Best Kind of Friend” (Ulysses, 2021), by Christie Thomas. 
Used with permission by the author.

17.   “Ambulance needed at,” Walkie-talkie 10 Codes, CommUSA, 
https://www.commusa.com/walkie-talkie-10-codes. 

18.   This research was done years after 1995 when the story takes 
place, so Midge wouldn’t have found the fact about pig person-
alities. ScienceDaily, https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/ 
2016/06/160629100349.htm.
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19.   “Why Do American Footballers Say ‘Hut, Hut, Hike!’” Today  
I Found Out, October 1, 2014, http://www.todayifoundout 
.com/index.php/2014/10/american-footballers-say-hut-hut- 
hike. 

20.  Galatians 5:7.
21.   “Collisions,” Generation Genius, https://www.generationgenius 

.com/energy-transfer-and-collisions-lesson-for-kids. 
22.   Carole Boston Weatherford, Schomburg, The Man Who Built 

a Library (Somerville, MA: Candlewick, 2017), 2, 4, 34.
23.   Maya Angelou, My Painted House, My Friendly Chicken, and 

Me (New York: C. Potter, 1994).
24.   Sojourner Truth, The Narrative of Sojourner Truth. There are 

many editions to choose from.
25.   John Bunyan, The Pilgrim’s Progress, Updated, Modern English 

(Abbotsford, WI: Aneko Press, 2014), 48.
26.  Romans 8:28.
27.   “The Science Behind the Perfect Football Spiral,” Stemjobs.com,  

https://www.stemjobs.com/science-behind-perfect-football- 
spiral.

28.  Colossians 3:12.
29.   “Gyroscopic torque is another force at work. The football 

rotates perpendicular to the football’s horizontal axis, point to 
point. This ensures that it reaches its target. With the football 
wobbling, the gyroscopic aspect keeps the football traveling in  
the same direction.” “The Science Behind the Perfect Football  
Spiral,” Stemjobs.com, https://www.stemjobs.com/science- 
behind-perfect-football-spiral. 

30.   In the popular 1995 TV show, Wishbone was a Jack Russell 
terrier who visited various classic works of literature in his 
daydreams, playing well-known characters such as Tom  
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Sawyer, Robin Hood, and Odysseus, https://teaandinksociety 
.com/wishbone-90s-tv-show.

31.   “Lightning,” National Geographic Kids, https://kids.national
geographic.com/science/article/lightning-.

32.   A bibliophile is someone who loves books. “Bibliophile,”
Merriam-Webster, https://www.merriam-webster.com/
dictionary/bibliophile.

33.   “Gwendolyn Brooks – Bio,” Illinois Poet Laureate, https://
www2.illinois.gov/sites/poetlaureate/Pages/brooks.aspx#:~:
text=Succeeding%20Carl%20Sandburg%2C%20Brooks%20
was,until%20her%20death%20in%202000.

34.   E. B. White, Charlotte’s Web (New York: HarperCollins, 1980),
164.
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