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“In our circumstances, we are not helped by the familiar debates over ‘cre-
ation.’ It does not help us make our way through this world and the urgent
issues of our times to know how long ago ‘this world’ was made. Or how long
God took to make it. Or precisely what means God used to bring the world
into being. These questions may be fascinating puzzles for some people, but
answers to them do not constitute a doctrine of creation that articulates our
convictions about God’s world, who this God is, how we find life, and the
purpose of creation that teaches us the way of life.” Jonathan R. Wilson, God’s
Good World: Reclaiming the Doctrine of Creation (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker
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Bird in Evangelical Theology, 228.

CHAPTER 2: CRISIS: NOT THE WAY IT'S SUPPOSED T0 BE
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world. Cornelius Plantinga Jr., Not the Way It's Supposed to Be: A Breviary of
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. “The concept of sin makes no sense if human life, taken as a whole, is

purposeless—only ‘the outcome of accidental collocations of atoms, as
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CHAPTER 3: 1S HOMOSEXUALITY REALLY IN THE BIBLE?
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. “Sexual Orientation and Gender Diversity,” American Psychological As-

sociation, https://www.apa.org/topics/Igbtq. I found this definition prior
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opens his chapter entitled “The Biblical Writers Didn't Know About Sexual
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. David P. Gushee and Glen Harold Stassen, Kingdom Ethics: Following Jesus in
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. “For Paul, homosexuality was simply a further extreme of the corruption

inherent in sexual passion itself. It did not spring from a different kind of de-
sire, but simply from desire itself.” Dale B. Martin, Sex and the Single Savior:
Gender and Sexuality in Biblical Interpretation (Louisville, KY: Westminster
John Knox Press, 2006), 59.

. Coupled with this argument regarding “nature” is often the idea that what

Paul was dealing with here were “non-procreative” sexual acts, and thus

primarily about retaining gender hierarchy from the ancient world.

. Colby Martin, Unclobber: Rethinking Our Misuse of the Bible on Homosexuality,

expanded edition with study guide (Louisville, KY: Westminster John Knox
Press, 2022), 127-35.

For an example of this type of argument, see John Boswell, Christianity,
Social Tolerance, and Homosexuality: Gay People in Western Europe from the
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Preston Sprinkle, Does the Bible Support Same-Sex Marriage?: 21 Conver-
sations from a Historically Christian View (Colorado Springs, CO: David C
Cook, 2023), 112. To be fair to Sprinkle, in the paragraph above this sum-
mary, he writes, “Again, I'm not saying these authors believed in the same
thing that we call same-sex orientation. But there is at least some overlap,
some semblance of our modern concept. Sexual behavior is described as the
by-product of an innate desire.” I want to mention this because I am drawing
upon Sprinkle’s helpful summary of Brooten’s work, not to suggest that he
would fully agree with my conclusions in this chapter.

Brooten, Love Between Women, 361.

I'am drawing upon Sprinkle’s use of the terms “some semblance, some over-
lap” here. I'm not suggesting that he is or would make the same argument
regarding the use of terms and categories. Sprinkle, Does the Bible Support
Same-Sex Marriage?, 112.

For examples of different scholars who see Paul as drawing from Leviticus,
see Anthony C. Thiselton, The First Epistle to the Corinthians: A Commentary
on the Greek Text, New International Greek Testament Commentary (Grand
Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 2000), 440-53.

Gordon J. Wenham, The Book of Leviticus, The New International Commentary
on the Old Testament (Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 1979), 259.

We will consider more about the Old Testament context in the next chapter
when we look at Jesus’ teaching on marriage and the implications that has for
understanding what His disposition would have been toward homosexuality.
Sprinkle points out this same example. See Sprinkle, Does the Bible Support
Same-Sex Marriage?, 132.

Brooten, Love Between Women, 244, as quoted in Kevin DeYoung, What Does
the Bible Really Teach About Homosexuality? (Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2015),
84-8S.
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Louis Crompton, Homosexuality & Civilization (Cambridge, MA: The Belk-
nap Press of Harvard Univ. Press, 2006), 114, as quoted in Kevin

DeYoung, What Does the Bible Really Teach About Homosexuality? (Wheaton,
IL: Crossway, 2015), 86.

CHAPTER 4: “JESUS NEVER SPOKE ABOUT HOMOSEXUALITY”

. To be sure, I'm not suggesting that the preacher in Ecclesiastes was wrong

when he stated that there was “nothing new under the sun.” Instead, I'm
suggesting that pastoral ministry requires us to read and apply the Bible in
new situations as the needs of people arise. I believe this is what we see in the

New Testament epistles on a regular basis.

. For a great study on Jesus’ relationship to Scripture, see John William Wen-

ham, Christ and the Bible (Eugene, OR: Wipf & Stock, 2009).

. Tam well aware of the text-critical debate over the inclusion of John 8:2-11

in the gospel of John. From a text-critical standpoint, I would agree that this
passage likely did not originally appear in John’s gospel. I do, however, find
Edward Klink’s comments on the pericope to be helpful. While his commen-
tary on the gospel of John offers a more expansive explanation regarding the
difficulties surrounding the origins of this passage (and I would encourage
you to read them), Klink gives a helpful conclusion as to how the passage can
function for Christian’s today. He writes, “Using an analogy, this pericope
should be treated as a text on probation, given full membership without loss
of rights or privileges, yet serving as if on an extended apprenticeship (which
has lasted now for thirteen-hundred years). Just as a person on probation

is prohibited from serving in certain authoritative capacities, so also might
this text be prohibited from making its own contribution to a doctrine or
theological issue. It can be used in collaboration with other pericopae in

a secondary and supportive role but should not serve in an independent

and isolated position of authority for the church. Such an approach allows

it to function according to its verifiable nature without denying material
concerns. While it is recommended that the pastor or teacher declare the
(material) probationary status of this pericope to the church, to take away its
full (functional) rights and privileges, in our opinion, only does more harm
than good and only causes more confusion than certainty”” Edward W. Klink
111, John, Zondervan Exegetical Commentary on the New Testament, ed.
Clinton E. Arnold (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2016), 390.

. Grant R. Osborne, Matthew, Zondervan Exegetical Commentary on the

New Testament (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2010), 197.

205

Copyrighted Material



KNOWN FOR L®VE

CHAPTER 5: CHRIST: “TO SEEK AND SAVE THE LOST”
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. D. A. Carson, Matthew 1-12, The Expositor’s Bible Commentary (Grand
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IL: IVP Books, 2006), 85.

CHAPTER 6: “GAY” CHRISTIANS —MORAL IDENTITY
AND THE CHRISTIAN LIFE
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classic-works-by-john-owen.

CHAPTER 7: “WILL WE SEE YOU AT THE WEDDING?"—GAY MARRIAGE

. The five principles that follow are taken from my article, Casey B. Hough, “S

Ways to Love Your Gay Neighbor,” The Ethics & Religious Liberty Commis-
sion, June 21, 2017, https://erlc.com/resource-library/articles/5-ways-to-
love-your-gay-neighbor/.

CHAPTER 10: “MY DAUGHTER BELIEVES SHE'S MY SON”

. “Gender Dysphoria Information | Mount Sinai—New York,” Mount Sinai

Health System, https://www.mountsinai.org/health-library/
diseases-conditions/gender-dysphoria.
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. Cecilia Dhejne et al., “Long-Term Follow-Up of Transsexual Persons Under-

going Sex Reassignment Surgery: Cohort Study in Sweden,” PLOS ONE 6,
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.pone.001688S.

. Church history as well as our own observations remind us that we are still

living on earth with its fallenness and all that entails—sin is very much
present, though with the help of the Holy Spirit, believers will strive against
it. Final victory over every sin may not come in our lifetime, but we have
assurance that in heaven there will be no vestige of physical, mental, or
emotional illness. Perhaps we can take comfort in knowing of the struggle
of some of the greatest saints. For example, the great hymn writer William
Cowper struggled with depression and anxiety. See John Piper, “Depression
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CHAPTER 13: BIRTHDAYS AND BATHROOMS —
LIVING AS CHRISTIANS IN PUBLIC

1. Peter C. Craigie, The Book of Deuteronomy, The New International Commen-
tary on the Old Testament (Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 1976), 169-70.
CONCLUSION: “AND SUCH WERE SOME OF YOU”

1. Anthony C. Thiselton, The First Epistle to the Corinthians: A Commentary on
the Greek Text, New International Greek Testament Commentary (Grand
Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 2000).

2. RoyE. Ciampa and Brian S. Rosner, The First Letter to the Corinthians, The Pil-
lar New Testament Commentary (Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 2010), 240.

208

Copyrighted Material





