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NOTES

1. Pronounced: SOO-duh-kris TRY-ser-ee-ah-tuh.
2.  Shel Silverstein, “The Edge of the World,” Where the Sidewalk

Ends (New York: HarperCollins Children’s Books, 2004), 89.
3.  Genesis 1.
4.  “The Smells of Space: The Planets,” Australian Academy

of Science, February 5, 2018, https://www.science.org.au/
curious/space-time/smells-space-planets.

5.  This is from a study in 2007, not the 1990s when the story is
set. Rehan M. Khan, Chung-Hay Luk, Adeen Flinker, Amit
Aggarwal, Hadas Lapid, Rafi Haddad, and Noam Sobel,
“Predicting Odor Pleasantness from Odorant Structure:
Pleasantness as a Reflection of the Physical World,” Journal
of Neuroscience, September 12, 2007, https://doi.org/10.1523/
JNEUROSCI.1158-07.2007.

6.  Mary Bates, “Sensitive Sea Lion Whiskers Get the Job Done,”
Wired, October 1, 2014, https://www.wired.com/2014/10/
sensitive-sea-lion-whiskers-get-job-done/.
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 7.  Kate DiCamillo, Because of Winn-Dixie, Anniversary Edition 
(Somerville, MA: Candlewick Press, 2000), 57.

 8.  Ruthie has a condition known as amblyopia. When kids have 
this condition, one eye is weaker than the other and may turn 
inward.

 9.  Jack London, White Fang (New York: Scholastic, 2001), back 
cover copy.

10.  “Repeat message,” CommUSA, “Walkie Talkie ‘10 Codes,’ ” 
https://www.commusa.com/walkie-talkie-10-codes.

11.  Jaymi Heimbuch Photography LLD, “The Urban Coyote 
Initiative,” https://urbancoyoteinitiative.com/translating-the-
song-dog-what-coyotes-are-saying-when-they-howl.

12.  This is not a real book, but there are lots of good books that 
show you how to take care of your dog and teach it basic 
commands. One is 101 Dog Tricks, Kids Edition by Kyra Sun-
dance (Beverly, MA: Quarry Books, 2014).

13.  “Light the Fire” (Bloodsmith Music, 1987). Words and music 
by Bill Maxwell.

14.  There are different versions of this story. This one is most 
similar to a folktale from the Karuk people of California, First 
People: American Indian Legends, “How Coyote Brought Fire 
to the People,” https://www.firstpeople.us/FP-Html-Legends/
How_Coyote_Brought_Fire_To_The_People-Karok.html. A 
similar version, “Coyote Steals Fire for the People,” retold by 
Alli Brydon, can be found in the book Myths and Legends of 
the World, Lonely Planet Kids (Oakland, CA: Lonely Planet 
Global Limited, 2019), 125–31. And another version retold by 
Jonathan London, called Fire Race (San Francisco: Chronicle 
Books, 1997), http://wakinguponturtleisland.blogspot.com/ 
2010/09/coyote-steals-fire-karuk-myth.html. Here is a different  
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version from the Northwest Band of the Shoshone Nation: 

Utah State University, DigitalCommons@USU, “Coyote Steals 
Fire,” 2005, https://digitalcommons.usu.edu/cgi/viewcontent 
.cgi?article=1049&context=usupress_pubs.

15.  Urbanization happens when areas that are more rural, for 
instance, are built up into large towns or cities. Urbanization 
can have positive and negative effects. Study.com, “Urbaniza-
tion: Lessons for Kids,” https://study.com/academy/lesson/
urbanization-lesson-for-kids.html.

16.  “Hine’s Emerald Dragonfly,” Center for Biological Diversity, 
https://www.biologicaldiversity.org/species/invertebrates/
Hines_emerald_dragonfly/index.html.

17. Psalm 50:10–11.
18.  Jack London, White Fang (New York: Scholastic, 2001), 42
19.  Jack London, Call of the Wild (New York: Scholastic, 2001), 

25–26.
20.  “Prowler report” and “Crime in progress,” Association of 

Public Communications Officers, “Official Ten-Code List,” last 
modified August 16, 2004, http://everets.org/kevin/ten-codes 
.php; “Trouble at this station,” CommUSA, “Walkie Talkie ‘10 
Codes,’ ” https://www.commusa.com/walkie-talkie-10-codes.

21.  “20” stands for location. “Walkie Talkie ‘10 Codes,’ ” CommUSA, 
https://www.commusa.com/walkie-talkie-10-codes.

22.  Cheyenne McKinley and Sarah Lower, “11 Cool Things You  
Never Knew about Fireflies,” Scientific American, May 16,  
2019, https://blogs.scientificamerican.com/observations/ 
11-cool-things-you-never-knew-about-fireflies.

23.  This isn’t true, but it would be way cooler if it were. Annie 
Sneed, “Fact or Fiction?: People Swallow 8 Spiders a Year 
While They Sleep,” Scientific American, April 15, 2014, https://

HuntForFang.indd   235HuntForFang.indd   235 1/22/21   2:24 PM1/22/21   2:24 PM

Copyrighted Material 



T h e  Hunt  f o r  Fang2 3 6

www.scientifi camerican.com/article/fact-or-fi ction-people-
swallow-8-spiders-a-year-while-they-sleep1.

24.  Gary Paulsen, Hatchet (New York: Simon & Schuster, 1987), 
77.

25.  Genesis 1:28–29, 31.
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