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NOTES

Introduction: The Crossroads of Your Crisis
1.  Xinhua Zidian, 10th rev., large-print ed. (Beijing: Commercial

Press, 2004), 205, cited in “Chinese word for ‘crisis,’” Wikipe-
dia, last edited on April 27, 2020, https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Chinese_word_for_%22crisis%22.

2.  Nora Naughton, Matt Wirz, and Cara Lombardo, “Hertz Was Already
in Terrible Shape. The Pandemic Finished It Off.,” Wall Street Journal,
May 25, 2020, https://www.wsj.com/articles/hertz-was-already-in-ter-
rible-shape-the-pandemic-finished-it-off-11590434631.

Step One: Decide to Let God Birth Fresh CONVICTION
Epigraph 1:  G. K. Chesterton, The Everlasting Man (Garden City, NY: 

Image Books, 1955), 260.
Epigraph 2:  Jim Cymbala, “How to Light the Fire,” Christianity Today, 

May 19, 2004, https://www.christianitytoday.com/pastors/
leadership-books/preachingworship/lclead01-22.html.

1.  Adapted from the Introduction of Old Paths, New Power: Awakening
Your Church through Prayer and the Ministry of the Word by Daniel
Henderson (Chicago: Moody Publishers, 2016).

2.  John F. MacArthur, The MacArthur Study Bible (Nashville: Thomas
Nelson, 2006), 1610.
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 3.  See the historical accounts offered by J. Edwin Orr in https://jedwinorr 
.com/resources/articles/prayandrevival.pdf, where he notes, for exam-
ple, that just prior to the spiritual awakenings in the late 1700s, the 
Chief Justice of the United States, John Marshall, wrote to the Bishop 
of Virginia, James Madison, that the church “was too far gone ever to 
be redeemed.” Voltaire averred and Tom Paine echoed, “Christianity 
will be forgotten in thirty years.”

 4.  Os Guinness, Renaissance: The Power of the Gospel However Dark the 
Times (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity, 2014), 132.

 5.  John Baillie, A Diary of Private Prayer (New York: Scribner, 1977), 79.
 6.  Keeney Dickenson,”Prayer Life vs. Life of Prayer,” Strategic Renewal, 

June 5, 2014, https://www.strategicrenewal.com/2014/06/05/prayer-
life-vs-life-of-prayer/, adapted from In Season and Out of Season by 
Keeney Dickenson. Bold and italicized in original.

 7.  D. A. Carson, A Call to Spiritual Reformation: Priorities from Paul and 
His Prayers (Grand Rapids: Baker Academic, 1992), 35.

 8.  The Acts 6 narrative is what we call a “descriptive” passage. All descrip-
tive passages are best interpreted by “prescriptive” biblical texts. De-
scriptive Scriptures tell about what did happen in the biblical account. 
Prescriptive passages teach about what should happen in biblical living. 
The Bible is full of clear instruction on the priorities of prayer, the 
word, the responsibilities of Christians to actively maximize their spiri-
tual gifts in ministry, and the ultimate outcome of supernatural gospel 
influence in the world.

Step  Two: Devote Yourself to a Consistent Experience of Praying 
in COMMUNITY

Epigraph 1:  C. H. Spurgeon, The Metropolitan Tabernacle Pulpit, vol. 19 
(London: Passmore & Alabaster, 1873), 218.

Epigraph 2:  Quoted by J. Edwin Orr, “Prayer and Revival,” in Renewal 
Journal 1: Revival, ed. Geoff Waugh, https://renewaljournal 
.files.wordpress.com/2014/12/rj-01-revival-pdf-147.pdf.

 1.  Adapted largely from Daniel Henderson, chapter 16, “Coming Out 
of the Prayer Closet,” in Transforming Prayer: How Everything Changes 
When You Seek God’s Face (Bloomington, MN: Bethany House  
Publishers, 2011).
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 2.  Gene Getz, Praying for One Another (Wheaton, IL: Victor Books, 
1982), 11. 

 3.  Randy Frazee, The Connecting Church (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 
2001), 43.

 4.  Ibid., 85.
 5.  R. Albert Mohler Jr., “The Danger of ‘I’ in Christian Prayer,” Albert 

Mohler.com, August 20, 2018, https://albertmohler.com/2018/08/20/
danger-christian-prayer.

 6.  Michael Griffiths, God’s Forgetful Pilgrims (London: Inter-Varsity Press, 
1978), 24.

 7.  D. A. Carson, A Call to Spiritual Reformation (Grand Rapids: Baker, 
1992), 35.

 8.  Daniel Henderson, “If I Were the Devil,” Strategic Renewal, April 1, 
2019, https://www.strategicrenewal.com/2019/04/01/if-i-were- 
the-devil/.

 9.  Joel Beeke, “Prayer Meetings and Revival in the Church,” in Giving 
Ourselves to Prayer: An Acts 6:4 Primer for Ministry, comp. Dan R. 
Crawford (Terre Haute, IN: PrayerShop Publishing), 305.

 10.  C. H. Spurgeon, Only a Prayer Meeting (Ross-shire, Scotland:  
Christian Focus, 2000), 9.

 11.  Lewis O. Thompson, The Prayer-Meeting and Its Improvement  
(Chicago: W. G. Holmes, 1878), 16. 

 12.  Jonathan Edwards, An Humble Attempt to Promote Explicit Agreement 
and Visible Union of God’s People in Extraordinary Prayer for the Revival 
of Religion and the Advancement of Christ’s Kingdom on Earth, Pursuant 
to Scripture-Promises and Prophecies concerning the Last Time (Boston: 
Printed for D. Henchman in Cornhil, 1747).

Step  Three: Develop Your Biblical, Life-Giving Prayer 
COMPETENCY

Epigraph 1:  Eugene Peterson, Working the Angles (Grand Rapids:  
Eerdmans, 1987), 44, 47.

Epigraph 2:  D. A. Carson, A Call to Spiritual Reformation: Priorities from 
Paul and His Prayers (Grand Rapids: Baker Academic, 1992), 
17.
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 1.  This chapter is adapted largely from chapter 7, “How to Lead Life- 
Giving Prayer Experiences,” in my book Old Paths, New Power: 
Awakening Your Church through Prayer and the Ministry of the World 
(Chicago: Moody Publishers, 2016)

 2.  Daniel Henderson, PRAYzing! Creative Prayer Experiences from A to Z 
(Colorado Springs: NavPress; 2007), 21

 3.  John Piper, “How to Pray for a Desolate Church,” Desiring God  
Ministries, January 5, 1992, www.desiringgod.org

 4.  George Müller, Autobiography of George Müller: A Million and a Half 
in Answer to Prayer (Denton, TX: Wesminster Literature Resources, 
2003), 153.

 5.  For information on our coaching, please visit https://www.strategicrenewal 
.com/coaching/.

 6.  A sample audio training session can be found at https://www 
.strategicrenewal.com/2014/08/10/leading-life-giving-prayer-times/
and a four-part DVD coaching resource is available at https://store 
.strategicrenewal.com/collections/video/products/how-to-experience- 
and-lead-life-giving-prayer-times-dvd

 7. https://www.strategicrenewal.com/resources/?fwp_types=prayer-guide.
 8.  Cliff Boone, “I Never Feel More Like A Pastor Than When I Am.  

. . .,” Strategic Renewal, April 22, 2015, https://www.strategicrenewal 

.com/2015/04/22/i-never-feel-more-like-a-pastor-than-when-i-am/.

Step Four: Determine You’ll Become Spiritually CONTAGIOUS
 1.  Adapted from the conclusion of my book Transforming Presence: 

How the Holy Spirit Changes Everything from the Inside-Out (Chicago: 
Moody Publishers, 2018).

 2.  J. D. Greear, Jesus, Continued . . . : Why the Spirit Inside You Is Better 
than Jesus Beside You (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2014), 203.

 3.  https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/contagion.
 4.  One common proof text is from Peter’s sermon in Acts 3:19–20, where 

he exclaimed to the Jewish audience on the day of Pentecost, “Repent 
therefore, and turn back, that your sins may be blotted out, that times 
of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord, and that he 
may send the Christ appointed for you, Jesus.” Various interpretations 
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have been given for “times of refreshing from the presence of the 
Lord.” Clearly, in context, this was a call to salvation to the lost Jews, 
not a teaching on revival for the church. Some view this as a reference 
to the future millennium. At best, it could be viewed as a description 
of the “cooling off that comes from blowing, like the refreshment of a 
cool breeze” (the literal meaning) that comes with salvation, along with 
the forgiveness and cleansing that Peter references in this evangelistic 
sermon. We might say that “the presence of the Lord” referenced here 
is always a source of “refreshing.” If so, there must be the reality of the 
indwelling Holy Spirit, according the new covenant. 

 5.  https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/revived.
 6.  Bill Hull, Revival That Reforms (Grand Rapids: Fleming H. Revell, 

1998), 17, 19.
 7.  Ibid., 19.
 8.  Norman Grubb, Continuous Revival: The Secret of Victorious Living 

(Fort Washington, PA: CLC Publications, 1952), 61.
 9.  Ibid., 80.
 10.  Grubb, Continuous Revival, 10.
 11.  Cited in Henry Blackaby and Claude King, Fresh Encounter: Experienc-

ing God in Revival and Spiritual Awakening (Nashville: Broadman and 
Holman, 1996), 83.

 12.  Colin Hanson and John Woodbridge, A God-Sized Vision: Revival 
Stories that Stretch and Stir (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2010), 15.

 13.  D. Martyn Lloyd-Jones, Revival (Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 1987), 166.
 14.  Ronnie W. Floyd, “Pleading with Southern Baptists,” SBC 

LIFE, December 1, 2014, http://www.sbclife.net/article/2329/
pleading-with-southern-baptists.

 15.  Edward E. Hindson, Glory in the Church: The Coming Revival! (New 
York: Thomas Nelson, 1975), 21.

 16.  J. I. Packer, Keep in Step with the Spirit (Tarrytown, NY: Revel, 1984), 
256.

 17.  Jonathan Edwards, quote in Collen Hansen, A God-Sized Vision: 
Revival Stories That Stretch and Stir (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2010), 
179, revised in updated English.

 18.  Grubb, Continuous Revival, 18–21.

HowtoPrayinaCrisis.indd   123HowtoPrayinaCrisis.indd   123 6/25/20   3:56 PM6/25/20   3:56 PM

Copyrighted Material 



H O W  T O  P R AY  I N  A  C R I S I S

124

 19.  D. Martyn Lloyd Jones, Spiritual Depression (Grand Rapids:  
Eerdmans, 1965), 108.

 20.  Robert E. Coleman, cited in Walter C. Kaiser Jr., Revive Us Again 
(Nashville: Broadman and Holman, 1999), ix.

 21.  Stephen Olford, Heart Cry for Revival: What Revivals Teach Us for 
Today (Memphis, TN: Christian Focus, 2015), 94.

Appendix One: 100,000 Agents of Renewal
 1.  https://www.strategicrenewal.com/coaching/.
 2.  Os Guinness, Renaissance: The Power of the Gospel However Dark the 

Times (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity, 2014), 145–46.
 3.  https://www.nae.net/statement-of-faith/.
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