APPENDIX

DECONSTRUCTION DIAGRAM

Hurt
Angry
Fearful
Sad
Offended DISAPPOINTMENT
Disappointed
Abandoned
YOU GET UNVERIFIED/
UNQUALIFIED ANSWERS
) OR NO ANSWERS
Anxiety
Confusion /
Uncertainty
Disillusionment DOUBT

Loneliness
Lost
Vulnerable

YOU ISOLATE

YOU BECOME APATHETIC,
DISENGAGED, WITHDRAWN
Broken/Fractured YOU DON'TFITIN

Betrayal

Reorder
Reassembly

Re-evaluating DECONSTRUCTION

Searching

Wrestle with God
Dark night of the soul

Sh_ame Hope
Depre"'s"::gg RECONSTRUCTION gea”"g )
eeper experience
Walk away DISBELIEF OF FAITH of God

Avoidance Accepted
Hardened Known by God

EXPOSURE TO OTHERS EXPOSURE TO GOD

COMING OUT RHYTHMS
NAKED OF FAITH
EXPOSED
DON'T CARE
Done with True self
faith/church Freedom to be self
Detached UNBELIEF BELIEF/FAITH Confidence in God
Bitter Unshaken
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NOTES

Chapter 1: Where Is God in My Pain?

1. C. S. Lewis, The Problem of Pain (San Francisco: HarperOne, 2001), 91.

2. St. John of the Cross, 7he Ascent of Mount Carmel, trans. David Lewis (London:
Baker, 1906) and 7he Dark Night of the Soul, trans. Gabriela Cunninghame
Graham (London: Watkins, 1905).

Chapter 2: Why Did My Story End Up This Way?

1. “Americans Divided on the Importance of Church,” Barna Group, March 24,
2014, hteps://www.barna.com/research/americans-divided-on-the-importance-
of-church/; Christine Emba, “Opinion: Why Millennials Are Skipping Church
and Not Going Back,” Washington Post, October 27, 2019, https://www
.washingtonpost.com/opinions/why-millennials-are-skipping-church-and-not-
going-back/2019/10/27/0d35b972-£777-11€9-8¢f0-4cc99f74d127_story.heml.

2. Pew Research Center, “In U.S., Decline of Christianity Continues at Rapid

»

Pace,” Pew Research Center, October 17, 2019, https://www.pewforum

.0rg/2019/10/17/in-u-s-decline-of-christianity-continues-at-rapid-pace.

Chapter 3: Why Can’t I Overcome Sin in My Life?

1. This saying appears to be based on lyrics from the song “Sin Will Take You Farther”
by Christian and gospel singer Harold McWhorter. https://www.shazam.com/
track/64356548/sin-will-take-you-farther.
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Fractured Faith

2. Timothy Keller with Kathy Keller, 7he Meaning of Marriage: Facing the Complexi-
ties of Commitment with the Wisdom of God (New York: Penguin Books, 2011), 44.
3. John Piper, “Why Do I Keep Sinning?,” Desiring God, October 15, 2018, https://

www.desiringgod.org.

Chapter 5: Is God Really Fair?

1. “Americans Divided on the Importance of Church,” Barna Group, March 24,
2014, hteps://www.barna.com/research/americans-divided-on-the-importance-
of-church/; Christine Emba, “Opinion: Why Millennials Are Skipping Church
and Not Going Back,” Washington Post, October 27, 2019, https://www
.washingtonpost.com /opinions/why-millennials-are-skipping-church-and-not-
going-back/2019/10/27/0d35b972-£777-11e9-8cf0-4cc9974d127 _story.html.

2. Elyse Pham, “How Christian Singer’s Life Has Changed since Revealing He
No Longer Believes in God,” 7oday, October 6, 2020, https://www.today.com/
popculture/how-jon-steingard-s-life-has-changed-revealing-he-no-t192211.

3. “John Steingard,” Instagram, https://www.instagram.com/p/ CAbHm10l¢7w.

4. Tbid.

5. C. S. Lewis, God in the Dock (Grand Rapids, MI: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing
Co., 2014), 268.

Chapter 6: Is 7his the Normal Christian Life?
1. “El-Elohe-Israel,” BibleGateway, https://www.biblegateway.com/resources/
encyclopedia-of-the-bible/El-Elohe-Israel.

Chapter 7: Why Can’t I Feel More of God in My Life?
1. Dallas Willard, as quoted in John Ortberg, Soul Keeping: Caring for the Most
Important Part of You (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2014), 20.

Chapter 8: Why Is It Hard for Christians to Love?
1. Warren W. Wiersbe, On Being a Leader for God (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Books,
2011), 39.

2. Original source not found.
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