
241

Chapter 1: We’re Using Old Maps

1. 	�Julia Buckley, “Cruise Ship Runs Aground During Caribbean Voyage,” 
CNN, March 17, 2022, https://www.cnn.com/travel/article/norwegian- 
escape-cruise-runs-aground/index.html.

2. 	�John Mark Comer and Mark Sayers, hosts, “An Interview with Jon Tyson,” 
May 28, 2019, This Cultural Moment podcast, season, episode 14.

3. 	�Paulo Forlani, “Universale Descrittione Di Tutta la Terra Conosciuta Fin 
Qui,” 1565, http://www.myoldmaps.com/renaissance-maps-1490-1800/
398-forlani.pdf.

4. 	�Ross Cochran and Matt Markins, hosts, with David Kinnaman, “Generation 
Z: How the Church Is ‘Woefully Unprepared’ and What You Can Do About 
it,” September 9, 2021, Child Discipleship podcast, episode 92.

5. 	�David Kinnaman and Mark Matlock, Faith for Exiles: 5 Ways for a New
Generation to Follow Jesus in Digital Babylon (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker 
Books, 2019), 32.

Chapter 2: A Little Less Disney, A Bit More Mister Rogers

1. 	�Fred Rogers, “The Messages,” Mister Rogers’ Neighborhood, https://www
.misterrogers.org/the-messages/.

2. 	�Neil Postman, Amusing Ourselves to Death: Public Discourse in the Age of
Show Business (New York: Penguin, 2005), Kindle.

3. 	�Sherry Turkle, Reclaiming Conversation: The Power of Talk in a Digital Age
(New York: Penguin, 2015), Kindle, 12. 

4. 	�Sherry Turkle, Alone Together: Why We Expect More from Technology and
Less from Each Other (New York: Basic Books, 2017).

5. 	�“Remembering Mr. Rogers (1994/1997),” Charlie Rose, February 27, 2016, 
video, 02:30, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=djoyd46TVVc. 

6. 	�MarquetteU, “Fred Rogers’ Commencement Address at Marquette University,”
May 15, 2018, video, 13:50, https://youtu.be/qdcEGvk5764.

Notes

Forming Faith tsF.indd   241Forming Faith tsF.indd   241 3/22/24   4:26 PM3/22/24   4:26 PM

Copyrighted Material



forming faith

242

	 7. 	Ibid.

	 8. 	�Tom Junod, “Can You Say . . . Hero,” Esquire Magazine, April 6, 2017,  
www.esquire.com/entertainment/tv/a27134/can-you-say-hero-esq1198/. 

	 9. 	�Sam Luce, “Is Excellence Killing the Church?,” blog, May 25, 2017, Sam-
Luce.com, https://samluce.com/2017/05/is-excellence-killing-the-church/.

	10. 	�Fred Rogers, You Are Special (New York: Penguin, 1995), Kindle, 99.

	11. 	�Eugene H. Peterson, A Long Obedience in the Same Direction: Discipleship in 
an Instant Society (Downer’s Grove, IL: IVP Books, 1980), Kindle. 

	12. 	Rogers, You Are Special, 26.

	13. 	�Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Life Together and Prayerbook of the Bible (Minneapolis, 
MN: Fortress, 2004), Kindle, 98. 

	14. 	Rogers, You Are Special, 105.

	15. 	Ibid., 136.

Chapter 3: The Old Map of Children’s Ministry

	 1. 	�AnnaMarie Houlis, “How to Drive Urgency at Work (Without Relying on 
Fear),” Fairygodboss, September 24, 2019, https://www.fairygodboss.com/
career-topics/burning-platform. 

	 2. 	�Scott D. Anthony, “How to Anticipate a Burning Platform,” Harvard Business 
Review, December 11, 2012, hbr.org/2012/12/how-to-anticipate-a-burning- 
platform. 

	 3. 	�Carey Nieuwhof and David Kinnaman, hosts, “Children’s Ministry and 
How to Make Resilient Child Disciples with Awana CEO Matt Markins,” 
April 27, 2022, Church Pulse Weekly Podcast, episode 111.

	 4. 	Ibid.

	 5. 	�Gary McIntosh and Paul Engle eds., Evaluating the Church Growth Movement:  
5 Views (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2004).

	 6. 	Formerly known as Q Ideas, https://events.thinqmedia.com/culturesummit.

	 7. 	�Greg Hawkins and Cally Parkinson, MOVE: What 1,000 Churches Reveal 
About Spiritual Growth (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2011).

	 8. 	Ibid.

	 9. 	�Matt Markins, Dan Lovaglia, and Mark McPeak, The Gospel Truth About 
Children’s Ministry (Streamwood, IL: Awana, 2014), 53.

	10. 	�Valerie Bell, Matt Markins, Mike Handler, and Chris Marchand, Resilient: 
Child Discipleship and the Fearless Future of the Church (Streamwood, IL: 
Awana, 2020), 28. 

Forming Faith tsF.indd   242Forming Faith tsF.indd   242 3/22/24   4:26 PM3/22/24   4:26 PM

Copyrighted Material



Notes

243

	11. 	�“Shine,” Newsboys, by Steve Taylor and Peter Furler, track 2 on the album 
Going Public, Star Song, 1994, https://genius.com/Newsboys-shine-lyrics.

	12. 	DC Talk, Jesus Freak, ForeFront/Virgin, 1995.

	13. 	�Dale Hudson, If Disney Ran Your Children’s Ministry: 10 Keys from Disney’s 
Success (Kidminhouse, 2016).

	14. 	�Justyn Smith, Kidmin, Trust and Pixie Dust: Unlocking the Magic of Children’s 
Ministry (Kidmin Magic, 2023).

	15. 	�Brett McCracken, “Cool Christianity Is (Still) a Bad Idea,” Gospel News 
Network, August 24, 2020, gospelnewsnetwork.org/2020/08/24/cool- 
christianity-is-still-a-bad-idea/. 

	16. 	�Mark Sayers, Disappearing Church: From Cultural Relevance to Gospel  
Resilience (Chicago: Moody Publishers, 2016), 12. 

	17. 	�David Kinnaman and Mark Matlock, Faith for Exiles: 5 Ways for a New 
Generation to Follow Jesus in Digital Babylon (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker 
Books, 2019), 32.

	18. 	�Christian Smith and Melinda Lundquist Denton, Soul Searching: The 
Religious and Spiritual Lives of American Teenagers (UK: Oxford University 
Press, 2005).

	19. 	�John Mark Comer and Mark Sayers, “What Is Post-Christian Culture?,” 
January 13, 2021, This Cultural Moment podcast, https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=yK6EwF3YZAM.

	20. 	�Elton Trueblood, The Predicament of Modern Man (Elizabethtown, KY: 
Yokefellow Press), 1944. 

	21. 	�Gabe Lyons with John Mark Comer, “What’s the Future of the Church?,” 
April 8, 2021, Q Ideas Podcast, https://qpodcast.libsyn.com/episode-188-
whats-the-future-of-the-church-john-mark-comer.

Chapter 4: Charting the New Map

	 1. 	�Joel Scandrett, “The Road to the Future Runs Through the Past,” Christian 
History, 2019, Issue 129, christianhistoryinstitute.org/magazine/article/the-
road-to-the-future-runs-through-the-past. 

	 2. 	Elton John, “Rocket Man,” Honky Château, DJM, 1972.

	 3. 	�If you’ve not seen the documentary The Social Dilemma, about the impact  
of giving our children technology that we do not fully understand how it is  
forming them, consider checking it out: https://www.thesocialdilemma.com/.

	 4. 	�Ed Stetzer, Christians in the Age of Outrage: How to Bring Our Best When  
the World Is at Its Worst (Carol Stream, IL: Tyndale House, 2018). 

	 5. 	�Jim Nicodem, Bible Savvy Series: Epic (Chicago: Moody Publishers, 2013), 25.

Forming Faith tsF.indd   243Forming Faith tsF.indd   243 3/22/24   4:26 PM3/22/24   4:26 PM

Copyrighted Material



forming faith

244

	 6. 	�Eugene H. Peterson, A Long Obedience in the Same Direction: Discipleship  
in an Instant Society (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 1980), 11.

	 7. 	�John Mark Comer, The Ruthless Elimination of Hurry (Colorado Springs: 
WaterBrook, 2019), 77.

	 8. 	�Jim Davis, Michael Graham and Ryan P. Burge, The Great Dechurching: 
Who’s Leaving, Why Are They Going, and What Will It Take to Bring Them 
Back? (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2023), Kindle, 239.

	 9. 	�Valerie Bell, Matt Markins, and Mike Handler, Resilient: Child Discipleship 
and the Fearless Future of the Church (St. Charles, IL: Awana, 2020), 168.

	10. 	Ibid., 171.

	11. 	Deuteronomy 6:4–9.

	12. 	�Christian Smith and Patricia Snell, Souls in Transition: The Religious and 
Spiritual Lives of Emerging Adults (New York: Oxford University Press, 
2009), 227. Emphasis in original.

	13. 	�Research Project Seven commissioned by Awana, Barna Group, Children’s 
Ministry in a New Reality: Building Church Communities That Cultivate 
Lasting Faith (Ventura, CA: Barna Group, 2022), 77. 

	14. 	�Center on the Developing Child (2015), The Science of Resilience (InBrief), 
retrieved from www.developingchild.harvard.edu.

	15. 	�The Springtide Series on Mental Health, Mental Health & Gen Z: What  
Educators Need to Know (Winona, MN: Springtide Research Institute, 
2023), 31.

	16. 	�Matt Markins, The Faith of Our Children: Eight Timely Research Insights for 
Discipling the Next Generation (Nashville, TN: Randall House Publishers, 
2023), 19.

	17. 	�Jon Tyson and Heather Grizzle, A Creative Minority: Influencing Culture 
Through Redemptive Participation (New York: Jon Tyson and Heather  
Grizzle, 2016), 27.

	18. 	�John Mark Comer and Mark Sayers, “The Secular Salvation Schema,” 
January 13, 2021, This Cultural Moment podcast, https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=2ngOELRoCLU.

	19. 	Mark 1:14–15, Matthew 5–7.

	20. 	Markins, The Faith of Our Children, 31.

	21. 	Comer and Sayers, This Cultural Moment.

	22. 	Bell, Markins, and Handler, Resilient, chapter 8. 

Forming Faith tsF.indd   244Forming Faith tsF.indd   244 3/22/24   4:26 PM3/22/24   4:26 PM

Copyrighted Material



Notes

245

Intermission

	 1. 	�Fyodor Dostoyevsky, Demons: A Novel in Three Parts, trans. Larissa  
Volokhonsky (London: Vintage, 1994), 38, 718.

Chapter 5: Our Single Most Strategic Opportunity

	 1. 	�Joel Mathis, “Why U.S. Teens Aren’t Getting Their Driver’s Licenses,” The 
Week, February 16, 2023, theweek.com/travel/1020987/why-us-teens-arent-
getting-their-drivers-licenses. 

	 2. 	�Marc Yoder, “Why Youth Leave the Church: 10 Surprising Reasons Teens 
Disappear,” Church Leaders, May 22, 2023, www.churchleaders.com/youth/ 
166129-marc-solas-10-surprising-reasons-our-kids-leave-church.html. 

	 3. 	�Aaron Earls, “Who Is the New Church Dropout?,” Lifeway Research, June 14, 
2022, research.lifeway.com/2022/06/13/who-is-the-new-church-dropout/. 

	 4. 	�Statistic about 1 in 3 adults: David Roach, “Church Attendance Dropped 
Among Young People, Singles, Liberals,” Christianity Today, January 9, 
2023, www.christianitytoday.com/news/2023/january/pandemic- 
church-attendance-drop-aei-survey-young-people-eva.html. 

	 5. 	�Edgar Allan Poe, Complete Stories of Edgar Allan Poe (New York: Double-
day, 1966). 

	 6. 	�“Research Shows That Spiritual Maturity Process Should Start at a Young 
Age,” Barna Group, January 12, 2024, www.barna.com/research/research-
shows-that-spiritual-maturity-process-should-start-at-a-young-age/. 

	 7. 	Ibid.

	 8. 	�Howard Culbertson, At What Age Do Americans Become Christian?, home.
snu.edu/~hculbert/ages.htm#:~:text=Another%20survey%20cited%20
by%20the,are%20children%20or%20early%20youth. 

	 9. 	�Research Project Seven commissioned by Awana, Barna Group, Children’s 
Ministry in a New Reality: Building Church Communities that Cultivate 
Lasting Faith (Ventura, CA: Barna Group, 2022), 11.

Chapter 6: Getting Unstuck from Our Stalemate:  
Moving from Dialogue to Declaration

	 1. 	�“Stalemate,” Collins English Dictionary, https://www.collinsdictionary.com/
us/dictionary/english/stalemate, accessed February 7, 2024. 

	 2. 	�“Stalemate,” Cambridge Dictionary, https://dictionary.cambridge.org/us/
dictionary/english/stalemate. 

	 3. 	�George Barna, Transforming Children into Spiritual Champions: Why  
Children Should Be Your Church’s #1 Priority (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker 
Books, reprint ed., 2013), 90.

Forming Faith tsF.indd   245Forming Faith tsF.indd   245 3/22/24   4:26 PM3/22/24   4:26 PM

Copyrighted Material



forming faith

246

	 4. 	�George Barna, Revolutionary Parenting: What the Research Shows Really 
Works (Carol Stream, IL: Tyndale; reprint ed., 2010), 76.

	 5. 	�Research Project Seven commissioned by Awana, Barna Group, Children’s 
Ministry in a New Reality: Building Church Communities That Cultivate 
Lasting Faith (Ventura, CA: Barna Group, 2022).

	 6. 	�To our knowledge, this may be the only research commissioned on “How 
Children’s Ministry Leaders Spend Their Time” to establish a baseline of 
the degree to which churches are or are not actually “training” parents on 
“how” to disciple their children.

	 7. 	�Barna Group, Children’s Ministry in a New Reality, 34.

	 8. 	�Research Project Eight, commissioned by Awana, 5by5 Research Agency 
(Nashville, TN, 2022), 103.

	 9. 	� Matt Markins, The Faith of Our Children: Eight Timely Research Insights for 
Discipling the Next Generation, (Nashville, TN: Randall House Publishers, 
2023), 70.

	10. 	Ibid., 71.

	11. 	Research Project Eight, 105.

	12.	 Ibid., 129.

	13. 	Ibid., 104.

	14. 	Ibid., 106.

	15. 	Ibid., 112.

Chapter 7: The Formational Church

	 1.	� John F. Kennedy, “We Choose to Go to the Moon,” September 12, 1962, 
Rice University, www.rice.edu/jfk-speech. 

	 2. 	�Eugene H. Peterson, A Long Obedience in the Same Direction: Discipleship  
in an Instant Society (Westmont, IL: IVP Books, 1980), Kindle.

	 3. 	�Jonathan K. Dodson, Gospel-Centered Discipleship (Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 
2022), 29.

	 4. 	�William D. Phillips, The Worlds of Christopher Columbus (New York:  
Cambridge University Press, 1993).

	 5. 	�NASA, “Mars Climate Orbiter Mishap Investigation Board Phase I Report,” 
November 10, 1999.

	 6. 	�Shaun McKinley, personal post, Facebook, October 20, 2023, 9:00 a.m., 
https://www.facebook.com/story.php/?id=1088932135&story_fbid=
10224342499325293&paipv=0&eav=AfYhIv04iQXIEUgLKQQv58S-
jggUJHZ4tQ49DD0KFHivznGOx9Dw2PQL-EeoaemPwx88&_rdr.

Forming Faith tsF.indd   246Forming Faith tsF.indd   246 3/22/24   4:26 PM3/22/24   4:26 PM

Copyrighted Material



Notes

247

	 7. 	�Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Life Together and Prayerbook of the Bible (Minneapolis, 
MN: Fortress Press, 2004), Kindle, 31.

	 8. 	Ibid., 47.

	 9. 	Philip Slater, Pursuit of Loneliness (Boston: Beacon, 1970), 7–8.

	10. 	�Yes, we know this point is hotly debated in recent years, with Lebron James 
the choice of some fans. But for our money, MJ remains the GOAT!

	11. 	�Jonathan Edwards, “A Farewell Sermon Preached at the First Precinct in 
Northampton, After the People’s Public Rejection of Their Minister . . . on 
June 22, 1750,” in Sermons and Discourses, 1743–1758, The Works of Jonathan 
Edwards Series, vol. 25, ed. Wilson H. Kimnach (New Haven, CT: Yale 
University Press, 2006), 25, 484.

	12. 	�John Piper, “Let No One Despise You for Your Youth: A Vision for the Next 
Generation,” Desiring God, April 20, 2008, www.desiringgod.org/messages/
let-no-one-despise-you-for-your-youth.

Chapter 8: The Formational Home

	 1. 	�Research Project Eight, commissioned by Awana, 5by5 Research Agency 
(Nashville, TN, 2022), 114.

	 2. 	�Forrest Gump, directed by Robert Zemeckis, performances by Tom Hanks, 
Robin Wright, and Gary Sinise, Paramount Pictures, 1994. 

	 3. 	�The Isthmian Games, Ancient Olympics, 2012, ancientolympics.arts 
.kuleuven.be/eng/TB003EN.html. 

	 4. 	�Tedd Tripp, Shepherding a Child’s Heart (Wapwallopen, PA: Shepherd Press, 
1995), 46.

	 5. 	�Phil and Diane Comer, Raising Passionate Jesus Followers: The Power of  
Intentional Parenting (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2018), 79. An amazing 
practical resource for new and young families that provides a framework 
and structure for discipleship that works.	

	 6. 	�Daniel A. Cox, “Emerging Trends and Enduring Patterns in American 
Family Life,” The Survey Center on American Life, February 9, 2022, www 
.americansurveycenter.org/research/emerging-trends-and-enduring- 
patterns-in-american-family-life/#The_Challenge_of_Raising_Children. 

	 7. 	�“American Time Use Survey Summary—2022 A01 Results,” U.S. Bureau of 
Labor Statistics, June 22, 2023, www.bls.gov/news.release/atus.nr0.htm. 

	 8. 	�Greg McKeown, Essentialism: The Disciplined Pursuit of Less (London: 
Penguin UK: Virgin Books, 2021). 

	

Forming Faith tsF.indd   247Forming Faith tsF.indd   247 3/22/24   4:26 PM3/22/24   4:26 PM

Copyrighted Material



forming faith

248
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