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CHAPTER I 

THE CAREE R O F SATA N 

THIS chapte r i s a  brie f outlin e o f th e past , 
present an d futur e o f Satan , whic h i s take n 

up a t thi s poin t bot h tha t th e followin g chapter s 
may be more easily studied an d because of the fac t 
that thos e passage s whic h dea l mos t directl y wit h 
his earlies t conditio n ar e closel y interwove n wit h 
predictions o f hi s futur e an d final  defeat . 

Revelation i n regar d t o Sata n begin s wit h tha t 
dateless perio d betwee n th e perfec t creatio n o f th e 
heavens and th e earth (Gen . 1:1) an d th e desolat -
ing judgmen t whic h ende d tha t period , whe n th e 
earth becam e wast e an d empt y (Gen . 1:2 ; Isa . 
24 :1 ; Jer . 4:23-26) . On e passage , Ezek . 28 : 
11-19, deal s a t lengt h wit h Sata n an d hi s relatio n 
to tha t age . I n thi s Scripture , Sata n i s evidentl y 
described under the titl e o f "Th e Kin g of Tyrus. " 
Like th e Messiani c Psalms,—wherei n th e Psalmis t 
is apparentl y referrin g t o himself , thoug h state -
ments are made and conditions described that coul d 
only b e connecte d wit h th e Messiah , th e So n o f 
God,—so, here , tha t whic h i s addresse d t o "Th e 
King o f Tyrus " is , b y it s character , see n t o b e a 
direct referenc e t o th e perso n o f Satan ; fo r n o 
similar perso n t o who m thi s descriptio n coul d ap -
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4 Satan 

ply i s reveale d i n th e Scriptures . I n th e previou s 
as well a s the followin g chapter s th e final  judgmen t 
of Jehova h i s pronounce d upo n th e enemie s o f Hi s 
chosen people . Sata n i s numbere d amon g thes e 
enemies i n 1  Chron . 21 : 1 ; hence h e naturall y ap -
pears in this list . 

Every sentenc e o f thi s extende d passag e i s a  dis -
tinct revelatio n an d i s worth y o f lon g an d carefu l 
study. Onl y a  passin g referenc e ca n b e made t o i t 
here. Th e passag e i s a s follows : 

"Moreover th e wor d o f th e Lor d cam e unt o me , 
saying, So n of man , take u p a  lamentation upo n th e 
King o f Tyrus , an d sa y unt o him , Thu s sait h th e 
Lord Go d ; Thou seales t u p th e sum , ful l o f wisdom , 
and perfec t i n beauty . Tho u has t bee n i n Ede n 
the garde n o f God ; ever y preciou s ston e wa s th y 
covering, th e sardius , topaz , an d th e diamond , th e 
beryl, th e onyx , an d th e jasper , th e sapphire , th e 
emerald, an d the carbuncl e an d gol d : the workman -
ship o f th y tabret s an d o f th y pipe s wa s prepare d 
in the e i n th e da y tha t tho u was t created . Tho u 
are th e anointe d cheru b tha t covereth ; an d I  hav e 
set the e so : tho u was t upo n th e hol y mountai n o f 
God ; thou has t walke d u p an d dow n i n th e mids t 
of th e stone s o f fire.  Tho u was t perfec t i n th y 
ways fro m th e da y tho u was t created , til l iniquit y 
was foun d i n thee . B y th e multitud e o f th y mer -
chandise the y hav e filled  th e mids t o f the e wit h 
violence, an d tho u has t sinned : therefor e I  wil l 
cast the e a s profan e ou t o f th e mountai n o f God : 
and I  wil l destro y thee , O  coverin g cherub , fro m 
the mids t o f th e stone s o f fire.  Thin e hear t wa s 
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lifted u p becaus e o f th y beauty , tho u has t cor -
rupted th y wisdo m b y reaso n o f th y brightness : 
I wil l cas t thee t o the ground , I  wil l lay the e befor e 
Kings, tha t the y ma y behol d thee . Tho u has t de -
filed thy sanctuarie s by the multitude o f th y iniqui -
ties, b y th e iniquit y o f th y traffi c ;  therefore wil l I 
bring fort h a  fire  fro m th e mids t o f thee , i t shal l 
devour thee , and I  wil l bring thee to ashe s upon th e 
earth i n th e sigh t o f al l the m tha t behol d thee . 
All the y tha t kno w the e amon g th e peopl e shal l b e 
astonished a t thee : thou shal t be a terror , an d neve r 
shalt tho u b e an y more . ' ' 

This passag e describe s muc h o f th e earl y an d lat -
ter caree r o f Satan . Twic e i s his creatio n referre d 
to. I n vers e fifteen  i t i s stated tha t h e was create d 
perfect, an d i n vers e thirtee n tha t perfectio n i s se t 
forth i n detai l b y the suggestive symbols o f preciou s 
gems. H e amon g al l create d being s wa s als o '  ' full 
of wisdom, " "perfec t i n beauty, " filling  u p th e 
sum o f perfection . I n vers e fourtee n h e i s calle d 
the "anointe d cheru b tha t covereth. " B y thi s th e 
purpose o f th e Creato r i s revealed . "Whil e Sata n 
doubtless exercised som e authority i n the eart h ove r 
the prima l creation , th e eviden t meanin g o f thi s 
verse i s tha t Sata n wa s create d a s a  guar d o r pro -
tector t o th e throne o f th e Mos t High . Thi s i s rea -
sonable. Lik e th e golde n cherubim , coverin g th e 
visible merc y sea t i n th e Hol y o f Holie s o f th e 
earthly tabernacle , h e wa s create d a  guar d an d 
covering cheru b t o th e heavenl y cente r o f Glory . 
I t i s expressl y state d tha t h e wa s locate d b y th e 
Most Hig h upo n th e hol y mountai n o f God , th e 
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mountain o f Go d bein g a  symbo l o f th e cente r o f 
God's power , government , an d eterna l thron e (Ps . 
4 8 : 1 ; 68:15 ; Isa. 2 : 2 ) . Ove r thi s exalte d thron e 
Satan wa s set as a  covering cherub. H e i s also sai d 
to have bee n i n "Eden , th e garde n o f God, " whic h 
is evidentl y anothe r Ede n tha n tha t i n which Sata n 
appeared a s a  serpent . Th e Ede n o f Genesi s wa s 
one o f verdur e an d cosmi c beauty , whil e thi s i s a n 
Eden o f "stone s o f fire."  N o kin g o f Tyru s wa s 
ever i n eithe r o f th e Eden s mentione d i n th e Bible . 
The titl e belong s mos t evidentl y t o Satan . Th e 
whole passag e suggest s a  positio n o f grea t author -
ity fo r whic h h e wa s create d an d anointed ; a  po -
sition fro m whic h h e fell , drawin g wit h hi m a  hos t 
of beings over whom he had governin g influence an d 
power. 

Again, i t i s state d tha t Sata n wa s perfec t i n al l 
his way s fro m th e da y h e wa s created . I t i s im -
portant t o notice both tha t h e wa s created , an d tha t 
he was created perfect . Sinc e he was created , h e i s 
not self-existent , an d neve r ca n b e fre e fro m hi s 
dependence upo n th e Creator . H e ma y vainl y pro -
pose to become independent , an d eve n be permitte d 
for a  time to ac t unde r tha t delusio n ; but tha t onl y 
delays th e inevitabl e judgmen t tha t await s him . 
He wa s create d perfect , o r wa s a  perfec t fulfilmen t 
of th e Creator' s intention . Sata n wa s a  free mora l 
agent, capabl e o f choosin g evi l bu t no t oblige d t o 
do so . Tha t h e chos e evi l mus t eve r b e hi s ow n 
condemnation, fo r th e Creato r ha d surrounde d hi m 
with sufficien t motive s fo r choosin g th e good . 
Christ sai d o f him , " H e wa s a  murdere r fro m th e 
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beginning, an d abod e no t i n th e truth . " I t i s thu s 
revealed tha t Sata n bega n i n th e truth , bu t after -
wards turne d t o a  state wherei n Chris t coul d g o o n 
to sa y o f him , "Ther e i s n o trut h i n him . Whe n 
he speaketh a  lie, he speaketh o f hi s own : for he i s a 
liar, an d th e fathe r o f i t " (Joh n 8:44) . 

The crim e o f Sata n i s partl y reveale d i n vers e 
sixteen an d thi s i s followe d b y a n exac t descriptio n 
of hi s final  judgmen t a s i t i s predicte d i n th e boo k 
of Revelation . 

An importan t teachin g o f thi s passag e i s o f Sa -
tan's firs t positio n an d power— a powe r an d wis -
dom sufficien t t o guar d th e thron e o f Go d fro m 
every possibl e enemy , an d a  glor y an d beaut y tha t 
would becom e th e highes t office r i n th e Cour t o f 
Heaven. B y thi s revelatio n hi s presen t positio n 
and powe r ma y b e estimated . 

Another revelatio n nex t i n importanc e i s tha t o f 
his crim e whic h i s clearl y se t fort h i n Isa . 14 : 
12-20. Befor e readin g thi s passag e i t shoul d b e 
noticed tha t th e prophet' s visio n o f Satan , her e re -
corded, i s from th e tim e o f hi s final  judgment , an d 
the prophe t i s looking backward ove r Sata n 's whole 
career. Muc h tha t i s stil l futur e is , therefore , re -
ferred t o a s thoug h i t wer e past . Th e passag e i s 
as follows : 

"How ar t tho u falle n fro m heaven , O  Lucifer , 
son of th e morning ! Ho w ar t tho u cu t dow n to th e 
ground, whic h dids t weake n th e nations ! Fo r tho u 
hast sai d i n thin e heart , I  wil l ascen d int o heaven , 
I wil l exal t m y thron e abov e th e star s o f God : I 
will si t als o upon th e moun t o f th e congregation , i n 
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the side s o f th e north : I  wil l ascen d abov e th e 
heights o f th e cloud s ; I  wil l b e lik e th e Mos t High . 
Yet tho u shal t b e brought dow n t o hell , to th e side s 
of th e pit . The y tha t se e the e shal l narrowl y loo k 
upon thee , an d conside r thee , saying , I s thi s th e 
man tha t mad e th e eart h t o tremble , tha t di d shak e 
kingdoms; tha t mad e th e worl d a s a  wilderness , 
and destroye d th e citie s thereof ; tha t opene d no t 
the hous e o f hi s prisoners ? Al l th e king s o f th e 
nations, eve n al l o f them , li e i n glory , ever y on e 
in hi s ow n house . Bu t tho u ar t cas t ou t o f th y 
grave lik e a n abominabl e branch , an d a s th e rai -
ment o f thos e tha t ar e slain , thrus t throug h wit h a 
sword, tha t g o dow n t o th e stone s o f th e pit ; a s a 
carcass trodde n unde r feet. " 

This heavenl y title , "Lucifer , So n o f th e Morn -
ing," speaks of hi s first  plac e in the celestia l sphere , 
when th e mornin g star s san g togethe r an d al l th e 
sons o f Go d shouted fo r jo y (Jo b 38 : 7). Chris t i s 
"The Brigh t an d Mornin g Star , " "Th e Su n o f 
Righteousness ' ' wh o shal l ye t aris e wit h healin g i n 
His wings . 

Has Sata n eve r falle n fro m heaven ? Th e Wor d 
of Go d alon e ca n answe r thi s question . Ther e ar e 
seven passage s whic h shoul d b e considere d i n thi s 
connection : 

1. Ezek . 28:16 . "Tho u has t sinned : therefor e 
I wil l cas t the e a s profan e ou t o f th e mountai n o f 
God." 

This predictio n o f judgment , wit h other s whic h 
follow i n th e contex t an d wit h whic h thi s castin g 
out i s associated , ar e prediction s o f th e ye t futur e 
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judgments whic h are,t o fal l upo n Sata n whe n h e 
is banishe d t o th e pi t an d t o th e lak e o f fire . Thi s 
passage doe s no t teac h tha t Sata n wa s cas t ou t o f 
heaven a t th e tim e o f hi s si n an d a s a n immediat e 
judgment fo r hi s sin . 

2. Isa . 14:12 . "Ho w ar t tho u falle n fro m 
heaven, O  Lucifer, so n o f th e mornin g ! ' ' 

This Scripture , a s ha s bee n stated , i s als o a  de -
scription o f tha t final  judgmen t whic h i s t o b e a t 
the ver y en d o f Satan' s career . 

3. Jo b 1:6 . "No w ther e wa s a  da y whe n th e 
sons o f Go d cam e t o presen t themselve s befor e th e 
LORD, an d Sata n cam e als o amon g them. " 

There seems to be nothing unusual i n th e appear -
ance an d presenc e o f Sata n amon g thes e heavenl y 
beings. Th e passag e disclose s hi s positio n i n 
heaven an d als o reveal s th e fac t that , i n th e day s 
of Job , Sata n wa s free t o g o and com e in th e earth . 

4. Luk e 22:31 , 32 . "An d th e Lor d said , Simon , 
Simon, behold, Sata n hat h desire d t o hav e yo u [ob -
tained the e b y asking] , tha t h e ma y sif t yo u a s 
wheat." 

From thi s Scriptur e w e may conclud e tha t Sata n 
still ha d unchallenge d acces s t o th e presenc e o f 
God in th e da y when thi s wa s spoken . 

5. Eph . 6:11 , 12 , R . V . " P u t o n th e whol e 
armour o f God , that y e may be able to stand agains t 
the wile s [strategies ] o f th e devil . Fo r ou r wres -
tling i s no t agains t flesh  an d blood , bu t agains t th e 
principalities, agains t th e powers , agains t the worl d 
rulers o f thi s darkness , agains t th e spiritua l host s 
of wickednes s i n th e heavenlies. " 
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According t o th e Scriptures , throughou t thi s ag e 
the believe r mus t b e prepare d t o wa r agains t a 
"spiritual hos t o f wickednes s i n th e heavenlies. " 
The contributin g evidenc e o f thi s passag e i s t o th e 
effect tha t Sata n i s no t ye t eas t ou t o f heaven . 

There i s anothe r revelatio n concernin g Satan' s 
present positio n i n whic h i t i s declared tha t h e no w 
has acces s t o th e earth . "B e sober , b e watchful : 
your adversar y th e devil , a s a  roarin g lion , walket h 
about, seekin g who m h e ma y devour : who m with -
stand steadfas t i n th e faith " ( 1 Pet . 5 : 8, 9) . T o 
this ma y als o b e adde d th e revelatio n disclose d i n 
the lette r t o th e churc h a t Pergamos , Rev . 2 : 1 3 : 
' ' I kno w th y works , an d wher e tho u dwellest , eve n 
where Satan' s sea t [throne ] i s . " 

From thes e passages i t ma y b e concluded tha t th e 
position o f Sata n i n heave n an d hi s freedo m t o g o 
to an d fr o i n th e eart h ha s no t change d sinc e th e 
days o f Job . 

6. Rev . 12: 7-9. "An d ther e was war i n heaven : 
Michael an d hi s angel s fough t agains t th e drago n ; 
and th e drago n fough t an d hi s angels , an d pre -
vailed not ; neithe r wa s ther e plac e foun d an y 
more i n heaven . An d th e grea t drago n wa s cas t 
out, tha t ol d serpent , calle d th e Devil , an d Satan , 
which deceivet h th e whol e world : h e wa s cas t ou t 
into th e earth , an d hi s angel s wer e cas t ou t wit h 
him." 

This i s th e first  passag e i n th e Wor d o f Go d 
which declare s Sata n t o b e actuall y banishe d fro m 
heaven. Th e passag e als o teache s tha t Sata n re -
mains i n heave n unti l th e tim e herei n described . 
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According t o th e contex t i t i s tha t ye t futur e tim e 
immediately precedin g th e settin g u p i n th e eart h 
of the kingdom o f Go d and th e power o f Hi s Christ . 

7. Lk . 10:18 . "An d h e sai d unt o them , I  be -
held Sata n a s lightnin g fal l fro m heaven. " 

In th e ligh t o f th e passag e jus t considered , i t 
must b e conclude d tha t thi s wa s a  propheti c utter -
ance o n th e par t o f Christ , rathe r tha n a  statemen t 
of history . Th e sevent y ha d jus t returne d wit h 
joy saying , "Lord , eve n th e devil s ar e subjec t unt o 
us through th y name . ' ' 

There i s n o questio n concernin g th e sufficienc y 
of th e powe r o f Go d ove r Satan . I t i s onl y a  ques -
tion a s t o when  tha t powe r wil l b e exercised . Th e 
experience b y th e sevent y o f powe r ove r devil s wa s 
only a  suggestio n t o th e min d o f Chris t o f th e 
mighty powe r whic h woul d ye t b e displaye d i n 
banishing Sata n an d hi s host s fro m th e heavenl y 
sphere. 

I t i s importan t t o distinguis h Satan' s ye t futur e 
physical banishmen t ou t o f heave n fro m hi s mora l 
fall. H e undoubtedl y fel l morall y a t th e momen t 
of hi s sin , bu t hi s positio n throughou t th e ages , o r 
until th e retur n o f th e King , i s i n heaven . Fro m 
this hig h positio n h e ha s acces s bot h t o Go d an d 
to the earth . 

There i s no t th e slightes t Biblica l basi s fo r th e 
theory tha t Sata n o r an y o f hi s host s ar e no w oc -
cupying hell . Thoug h i t i s reveale d tha t Sata n 
is now a  heavenl y being , ther e i s n o evidenc e tha t 
there i s agreemen t o r fellowshi p betwee n Go d an d 
Satan. God' s final  judgment s agains t Sata n ar e 
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not ye t execu t id . I n lik e manner , Go d ha s no t ye t 
caused si n to c  sase in the eart h ; but th e da y i s com-
ing whe n H e '  nil. 

Eeturning 1  o Isa . 14:12-20 , th e passag e unde r 
consideration, w e rea d o f tw o aspect s o f Satan' s 
present aetivhy : H e i s first  see n t o b e seekin g t o 
establish auth i >rity fo r himsel f an d the n h e i s see n 
to b e th e proiiote r o f confusio n an d terro r i n th e 
earth. H e sail , " I wil l exal t m y thron e abov e th e 
stars o f God, " an d i t i s als o sai d o f him : " I s thi s 
the ma n tha t mad e th e eart h t o tremble , tha t di d 
shake kingdons ; tha t mad e th e worl d a s a  wilder -
ness, an d des t -oyed th e citie s thereo f ;  tha t opene d 
not th e hous e ) f hi s prisoners? " 

The crim e ) f Sata n i s concisel y state d i n th e 
fourteenth ve r se as bein g a  purpos e i n hi s hear t t o 
become like  t i e Mos t High . Hi s hear t wa s lifte d 
up becaus e o f hi s beaut y ; he wh o wa s create d an d 
placed a s th e "Coverin g Cherub, " wit h th e hig h 
honor o f guar c ing th e throne o f God , has corrupte d 
his wisdo m b / reaso n o f hi s brightness ; h e ha s 
struck a t th e thron e whic h h e wa s se t t o protect . 
It wa s a  pur p >se in hi s hear t whic h woul d requir e 
the tim e o f th e age s wholl y t o destroy . Ther e 
could b e bu t m e Mos t High , an d th e purpos e o f 
Satan to becon ;e like Him could , naturally , b e noth -
ing les s than s  n attemp t t o dethron e th e Almighty . 

Satan wa s 1h e first  bein g t o manifes t a  wil l op -
posed t o th e adl l o f God . I n th e abov e passag e 
from Isaiah , fiv e " I wills " ar e recorde d o f him : 

' ' I wil l asc e nd into heaven . ' ' 
" I wil l exal ; my thron e abov e the star s o f God. " 
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' ' I wil l si t als o upo n th e mount . ' ' 
" I wil l ascen d abov e th e height s o f th e clouds. " 
" I wil l be like the Mos t High. " 
The secret purpose in his hear t reveals his method 

to be not a  violent attac k upo n th e thron e ; but, lik e 
Absalom, to stea l the heart s o f th e unfaithful i n th e 
kingdom, and , throug h subtlety , t o gai n a  kingdo m 
for himself . H e woul d thu s becom e a n objec t o f 
worship an d attrac t attentio n fro m othe r being s t o 
himself. T o accomplis h this , a  hinderin g attitud e 
must b e assume d towar d th e purpos e an d project s 
of th e Mos t High . N o adequat e appreciatio n ca n 
be forme d o f Satan' s presen t project s an d devices , 
and th e motiv e tha t prompt s them , withou t a  clea r 
understanding o f hi s age-abidin g attitud e towar d 
the Perso n o f God . 

There ar e tw o prominen t event s reveale d i n th e 
history o f Satan , fallin g withi n th e perio d o f tim e 
when h e propose d i n hi s hear t t o becom e lik e th e 
Most Hig h an d hi s ye t futur e banishmen t an d exe -
cution. Th e first  o f thes e wa s hi s meetin g wit h 
and triump h ove r th e firs t Adam , whe n h e wreste d 
the scepte r o f authorit y fro m man , b y securin g 
man's loya l obedienc e t o hi s ow n suggestio n an d 
counsel. Thi s earthl y scepte r Sata n hel d b y th e 
full righ t o f conquest , seemingl y withou t challeng e 
from Jehovah , unti l th e first  adven t o f th e Las t 
Adam ; this meeting o f th e Las t Adam , Christ , wit h 
Satan bein g th e secon d grea t even t whic h i s re -
vealed durin g thi s perio d i n hi s career . Onl y th e 
unfolding o f th e comin g age s ca n revea l th e mag -
nitude o f thi s terribl e conflict . A  glimps e i s re -
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vealed fro m tim e t o tim e o f th e unceasin g effor t o f 
Satan t o triump h ove r th e Las t Adam , a s h e ha d 
triumphed ove r th e first . H e me t th e Lor d Jesu s 
in th e wilderness , offerin g Hi m al l h e ha d gaine d 
from th e first  Adam , eve n th e kingdom s o f thi s 
world ; if onl y h e migh t becom e like  th e Mos t High , 
and receiv e th e obedien t worshi p an d adoratio n o f 
the Las t Adam , th e So n o f God . Agai n h e i s see n 
voicing hi s attemp t t o dissuad e th e Chris t fro m 
His sacrificia l death , throug h th e impetuou s Pete r 
(Matt. 16:23) . 

Since Sata n ha d bee n i n authorit y ove r th e 
primal earth , i t i s reasonable t o believ e tha t h e wa s 
filled wit h jealous y an d hatre d towar d Adam , th e 
newly create d bein g t o who m th e eart h authorit y 
was given . Sata n mad e a n attac k upo n Ada m an d 
wrested th e scepte r fro m hi s hand . Go d the n de -
creed tha t ther e shoul d b e enmit y betwee n th e 
seed o f th e woma n an d Satan . I n tracin g th e lin e 
of th e see d fro m Ede n t o Calvary , w e ma y discer n 
the constan t attac k o f Sata n upo n thi s line o f seed , 
and not e a s wel l th e unfailin g divin e protectio n 
and intervention . Th e first  bor n o f Ada m i s men -
tioned i n 1  Joh n 3:1 2 as , "Cain , wh o wa s o f tha t 
wicked on e and sle w his brother. ' ' Bu t Go d raise d 
up Seth . Thu s i t eve r was . 

However victorious Sata n may have been over th e 
first Adam , i t i s certai n tha t h e me t a  complet e an d 
final judgmen t an d sentenc e i n the Las t Adam , an d 
that th e bruisin g o f th e serpent' s hea d whic h wa s 
a par t o f th e Adami e covenan t wa s realized . Re -
ferring t o Hi s cross , Jesus said , "No w i s th e judg -
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ment o f thi s world , no w shal l th e princ e o f thi s 
world b e cas t ou t " (Joh n 12:31) . An d agai n i n 
John 16:11 , "O f judgmen t becaus e th e princ e o f 
this worl d i s judged. " Stil l anothe r Scriptura l 
testimony t o thi s grea t defea t o f Sata n i s recorde d 
in Col . 2:13-1 5 :  '  ' Having forgive n yo u al l tres -
passes ; blotting ou t th e handwritin g o f ordinance s 
that wa s agains t us , whic h wa s contrar y t o us , an d 
took i t ou t o f th e way , nailin g i t t o th e cros s ; an d 
having spoiled principalitie s an d powers , he made a 
show o f the m openly , triumphin g ove r the m i n i t . " 
I t is , therefore , clea r that , thoug h Sata n ma y hav e 
triumphed ove r th e firs t Ada m an d thereb y becom e 
the go d an d princ e o f thi s world , h e himsel f wa s 
perfectly an d finally  triumphe d ove r an d judge d 
by th e Las t Ada m i n th e cross . 

I t i s quite possible , however, tha t a  sentenc e ma y 
be pronounce d an d mad e know n som e tim e befor e 
the sentenc e i s actuall y executed . Durin g suc h a n 
interval a  crimina l i s sai d t o b e unde r sentenc e 
awaiting hi s executio n whic h som e higher authorit y 
has decreed . Thi s perio d o f sentenc e i s tha t i n 
which Sata n appear s i n th e presen t age , whic h ag e 
had it s beginnin g wit h th e cross . Executio n o f 
this sentenc e woul d hav e banishe d hi m forever . 
That h e i s no t banishe d i s reveale d i n th e fac t tha t 
he, eve n afte r hi s judgmen t i n th e cross , i s referre d 
to i n th e Scripture s a s stil l bein g i n authorit y ove r 
this world . 

An illustratio n o f Satan' s presen t relatio n t o thi s 
world ma y b e take n fro m th e histor y o f Sau l an d 
David. I t i s natural tha t David , the first  t o occup y 
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the Davidi c throne , shoul d b e a  typ e o f Christ , 
predicted t o be th e las t an d mos t gloriou s occupan t 
of tha t thron e (Luk e 1:31-33) . A s ther e wa s a 
period betwee n th e anointin g o f Davi d an d th e 
final banishmen t o f Saul , i n whic h Sau l reigne d a s 
a usurper , thoug h unde r divin e sentence an d Davi d 
was th e God-appointe d kin g : in lik e manne r ther e 
is no w a  simila r perio d i n whic h Sata n rule s a s a 
usurper, thoug h unde r sentence ; an d th e actua l 
occupation o f Christ' s thron e i s stil l future . I n 
this perio d Satan , th e rejecte d monarch , stil l rule s ; 
hunting t o the death al l those who have allied them -
selves wit h Christ , th e God-anointe d King . 

"Why Sata n i s thu s allowe d t o continu e hi s reig n 
is perhap s bu t partl y revealed . Th e rea l Churc h 
which i s th e Brid e o f Christ , i s t o si t wit h Hi m 
upon Hi s thron e (Rev . 3 : 21 ; 1  Cor . 6 : 2, 3  ; Matt . 
19:28), an d th e presen t ag e mus t continu e unti l 
that gloriou s heavenly peopl e ar e gathered ou t fro m 
the world . Again , i t seem s th e cours e o f God' s 
purpose t o make a  sufficien t an d final  tria l o f ever y 
claim o f Hi s adversaries ; an d whe n thi s age , wit h 
all it s developments , shal l hav e passe d by , ever y 
mouth wil l b e stopped , an d th e whol e worl d an d 
Satan wil l kno w thei r ow n failur e an d si n befor e 
God. The y wil l stan d self-condemned , an d noth -
ing coul d accomplis h thi s bu t th e testing , b y actua l 
trial, o f al l th e self-sufficien t claim s o f Sata n an d 
man. Th e si n o f ma n ha s brough t hi m unde r sen -
tence too , an d grac e alon e withhold s hi s immediat e 
execution (Joh n 3 :18 ; Rom . 5:18 , 19) . Thoug h 
the da y o f executio n is , i n th e purpos e o f Go d de -
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layed, i t is , nevertheless , sure ; an d th e tim e i s fas t 
approaching whe n a n awfu l destructio n o f self -
enthroned being s wil l b e executed , an d H e alon e 
shall reign , whos e righ t i t i s t o reign , "fo r h e 
must reig n unti l h e hat h pu t al l enemie s unde r 
his feet " ( 1 Cor . 15:25) . Th e Kingl y So n shal l 
yet aris e an d clai m th e nation s o f th e eart h an d 
"break the m wit h a  ro d o f iron , an d das h the m i n 
pieces a s a  potter' s vessel " (Ps . 2 : 9 ) . 

Another probabl e reaso n fo r th e dela y i n th e 
termination o f evi l i n th e worl d an d th e executio n 
of judgmen t upo n Sata n i s tha t th e presenc e o f 
evil i n th e worl d provide s th e Christia n wit h a 
ceaseless conflic t b y whic h h e ca n alon e gai n th e 
character o f a n overcomer . Thi s characte r i s vita l 
and i s priceless in the sigh t o f God . 

So, also , th e Christia n i s privilege d t o b e a  wit -
ness. (Th e wor d witnes s i s fro m th e sam e roo t a s 
martyr.) B y hi s faithfu l testimon y agains t th e 
enemy of God , the believer i s able to gai n hi s crow n 
and reward . This , too , i s priceles s i n th e sigh t o f 
God. 

It woul d see m that , unti l nea r th e en d o f hi s ca -
reer, Sata n cherishe s th e expectatio n o f actuall y 
accomplishing hi s purpos e (thoug h th e demo n tes -
timony o f Matt . 8:2 9 i s suggestiv e o n thi s point) . 
Preceding hi s banishmen t t o the pit , h e i s violentl y 
cast ou t o f heave n an d int o th e earth , accordin g t o 
Eev. 12:7-1 2 ; an d hi s activit y fro m tha t tim e o n 
is limite d t o tha t sphere . H e i s no longe r grante d 
access t o God . Th e passag e i s a s follow s : 

"And ther e wa s wa r i n heaven : Michae l an d hi s 
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angels fough t agains t th e dragon ; an d th e drago n 
fought an d hi s angels , an d prevaile d not ; neithe r 
was ther e plac e foun d an y mor e i n heaven . An d 
the grea t drago n wa s cas t out , tha t ol d serpent , 
called th e Devil , an d Satan , whic h deceivet h th e 
whole world : h e wa s cas t ou t int o th e earth , an d 
his angel s wer e cas t ou t wit h him . An d I  hear d a 
loud voic e sayin g i n heaven , No w i s com e salvatio n 
and strength , an d th e kingdo m o f ou r God , an d th e 
power o f Hi s Chris t : for th e accuse r o f ou r breth -
ren i s cas t down , whic h accuset h the m befor e Go d 
day an d night . An d the y overcam e hi m b y th e 
blood o f th e Lamb , an d b y th e wor d o f thei r testi -
mony; an d the y love d no t thei r live s unt o th e 
death. Therefor e rejoice , y e heavens , an d y e tha t 
dwell in them . Wo e to the inhabitants o f th e eart h 
and o f th e sea ! fo r th e devi l i s com e dow n unt o 
you, havin g grea t wrath , becaus e h e knowet h tha t 
he hath bu t a  shor t time. " 

Here Sata n i s picture d a s bein g i n grea t wrat h 
as h e i s banishe d fro m heave n int o th e earth , 
"knowing tha t h e ha s bu t a  shor t t ime. " Afte r 
this shor t time , i n whic h occur s th e grea t tribula -
tion i n th e earth , Sata n i s boun d an d cas t int o a 
pi t ; thi s bein g a n even t i n th e gloriou s retur n o f 
Christ t o th e earth , wher e H e wil l reig n o n th e 
throne o f Hi s fathe r Davi d fo r a  thousan d years . 
Satan i s confined t o the pi t durin g th e sam e period , 
at th e en d o f whic h h e i s release d fo r "  a littl e sea -
son." H e the n gather s a n arm y fo r a  las t attac k 
upon th e governmen t an d peopl e o f God , whic h 
ends in hi s being banished t o th e lak e o f fire,  wher e 
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he me^t s hi s final  an d lon g predicted doom . Thes e 
events ar e clearl y state d i n thei r orde r i n th e nine -
teenth an d twentiet h chapter s o f Revelation . A 
portion o f thi s Scriptur e i s here give n : 

" A n d I  sa w a n ange l com e dow n fro m heaven , 
having th e ke y o f th e bottomles s pi t [abyss ] an d 
a grea t chai n i n hi s hand . An d h e lai d hol d o n 
the dragon , tha t ol d serpent , whic h i s th e Devil , 
and Satan , an d boun d hi m a  thousan d years . An d 
cast hi m int o th e bottomles s pi t [abyss] , an d shu t 
him up , an d se t a  sea l upo n him , tha t h e shoul d 
deceive th e nations n o more, til l th e thousan d year s 
should be fulfilled :  and afte r tha t h e must b e loosed 
a littl e season . .  . .  An d whe n th e thousan d year s 
are expired , Sata n shal l b e loosed ou t o f hi s prison , 
and shal l go out t o deceiv e th e nations whic h ar e i n 
the fou r quarter s o f th e earth , Go g an d Magog , t o 
gather them together t o battle : the number o f who m 
is a s th e san d o f th e sea . An d the y wen t u p o n 
the breadt h o f th e earth , an d compasse d th e cam p 
of th e saint s about , an d th e belove d cit y : an d fire 
came dow n fro m Go d ou t o f heaven , an d devoure d 
them. An d th e devi l tha t deceive d the m wa s cas t 
into th e lake o f fire  an d brimstone , wher e th e beas t 
and th e fals e prophe t are , an d shal l b e tormente d 
day an d nigh t fo r eve r an d ever " (Rev . 20:1-10) . 

Satan i s thu s reveale d a s havin g bee n create d 
perfect i n al l hi s ways , might y i n power , an d ful l 
of beaut y an d wisdom . "Whil e thu s privileged , h e 
proposed i n hi s hear t a  stupendou s project—him -
self t o becom e lik e th e Mos t High . Thoug h re -



2 0 Satan 

maining i n heave n an d havin g acces s t o God , h e i s 
seen wrestin g th e worl d scepte r fro m man ; rulin g 
as th e go d o f thi s world , unti l th e judgmen t o f th e 
cross; an d afte r tha t h e stil l rule s a s a  usurper . 
At th e en d o f th e ag e h e i s cas t ou t o f heave n int o 
the earth , wit h furthe r acces s to th e forme r denie d ; 
from thenc e t o th e pit ; an d finally  i s banishe d t o 
the lak e o f fire  forever . 

This review o f th e caree r o f Sata n i s made a t thi s 
point i n orde r t o cal l attentio n t o th e direc t an d 
mighty influenc e h e exert s upo n th e affair s o f thi s 
world accordin g t o hi s varyin g position s an d free -
dom. 

After Sata n rebelled , humanity , too , wa s throw n 
into a n abnorma l an d almos t universa l attitud e o f 
independence towar d God ; an d thi s continue s be -
yond th e cros s to the en d o f th e ag e with increasin g 
confusion an d darkness . Th e onl y exceptio n t o 
this rebellio n i s th e littl e compan y o f believers , 
and ho w rea l i s th e tendenc y t o th e self-governe d 
life o f th e ol d nature , eve n amon g these ! Whe n 
Satan i s cast ou t o f heave n an d limite d t o the earth , 
there i s th e tribulatio n upo n th e eart h o f whic h 
Jesus speak s i n Matt . 24:21 , an d whic h i s als o re -
ferred t o i n Dan . 12 :1 . Whe n Sata n i s bound an d 
put i n th e pit , an d th e promise d Kingdo m o f 
Christ ha s come , ther e i s peac e coverin g th e eart h 
as water s cove r th e fac e o f th e deep . 

Can i t b e doubte d tha t thi s might y bein g i s a 
living power , actin g directl y ove r th e affair s o f 
men, eve n i n thi s self-gloryin g age ? 




